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Hanukkah:  The Creation of Joy 

Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 
 
As the darkness of night in the winter season descends upon us earlier while the days 
grow shorter, many traditions incorporate themes of hope and rebirth as cathartic celebra-
tions to fill the spirit with joy and anticipation to the return of life and brightness.  When 
many species hibernate to escape the cold, dark days of winter, the human spirit captures 
the expectation of the return of the multitude of noises that fill the spring air.  The major-
ity of people in our culture, when asked what the most joyous time of year is, will assert 

with reverence that it is one in the same time when the daylight hours are fewest. 
 
Humanity has created patterns of observance representing the uncertainties life beholds and our ritualized en-
deavors to master it.  As we pass the autumnal equinox, the time when we forcibly bring darkness earlier by the 
movement of hands backwards on our timepieces, we displace the consequent anxiety of the unknowns in the 
dark and dress up as our favorite daunting creatures and sweeten our lives with treats for the children.  As we 
move closer to the heart of winter, we master the innate fear of scarce provisions with a bountiful meal centered 
around the largest foul with which we are familiar.  And in our American culture, a syncretistic culture of blend-
ed backgrounds, most of those around us decorate the greenery of spring, brought into their homes and observe 
the festivals of lights, festivals determined to impose our will of hope and not succumb to the darkness of the 
solstice. 
 
The traditions behind our own seasonal observances have no relationship to those of our neighbors.  But we, 
too, celebrate a festival of lights as we light our menorahs each evening.  We celebrate divine and human mira-
cles. We have created a culture in which we have imbued in our children – indeed, even within us – the joyful 
anticipation in what otherwise would be the gloomiest season of the year.  We have succeeded in conquering the 
fears of nature with the Will of God, and as night of Hanukkah approaches we anticipate that early arrival of 
nightfall each night for eight nights with eager anticipation of joy and celebration.  Instead of anxiety we have 
imposed joy on the natural cycle.  We have incorporated the love of God and the Jewish people and created joy 
where there should be gloom, light in the place of darkness.  And by the time the holiday is over we witness the 
beginning of the return of longer days and the anticipation of life-blooming spring. 
 
Our tradition teaches us that we elevate the mundane to the holy by bringing the beauty of our tradition to our 
everyday lives, and through this tradition we master the forces around us so that we know that meaning of life is 
entwined with our people and our relationship with God. 

Happy Hanukkah 
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From Our President 

Beth Israel Board – 2019 
 

Larry Goldstein, President 

Greg Pollack, 1st Vice President 

Stuart Rockoff, 2nd Vice President 

Mindy Humphrey, Treasurer 

Erik Hearon, Comptroller 

Abram Orlansky, Secretary 

Susan Fijman, Past President 
 

Dana Larkin, Trustee 

Jerry Branson, Trustee 

Lisa Palmer, Trustee 

Randy Harris, Trustee 

Edward Erlich, Trustee 

Robert Emmich, Trustee 

Esther Roberts, Sisterhood President 

 
Since our last Chailights news letter, there have been a lot of happenings, not all good.  First 
there was the shooting and slaying of our Jewish brothers and sisters in Pittsburgh.                    
This affected the entire country.  We are gratified by the response of the Jackson                            
community, who attended our prayer and memorial services the following Monday and in 
the weeks following.  The importance of reaching out to those in pain and suffering, as in 
the Jewish tradition, was also shown by the various clergy and individuals of Jackson and the 
state of Mississippi. 
 
On a happier note, we had two former rabbis of Beth Israel visit us.  First was Rabbi Eric 
Gurvis and his wife Laura. Rabbi Gurvis spoke to us about the Mussar movement which is 

the education of the individual toward strict ethical behavior.  This movement began in Lithuania in the early 19th 
century, was somewhat lost but recently has had a resurgence. Rabbi Gurvis has been very active in this movement.  
The Gurvis family has been gone from Jackson for about 25 years and are still missed. 
 
Next was a visit from Rabbi Richard Birnholtz.  Rabbi B. was the first new rabbi in Jackson after I moved here 50 
years ago.  He followed Rabbi Nussbaum, a legend in the civil rights movement in Mississippi.  On Friday night he 
took us on a trip down memory lane and noted  how our southern Reform Jewish services has changed from a     
service which was predominantly in English, to the current service which (to the dismay of some of our older                 
congregants), has changed to an increase in the Hebrew liturgy and song. He then spent the weekend talking about 
Jewish assertiveness and how to get along in a predominantly non-Jewish population.  He followed this by talking to 
our religious school students. He has recently retired as the chief rabbi in his Tampa community. 
 
Thanksgiving has passed and I hope we all spent some time reflecting on the goodness of our lives and our wonder-
ful congregation.  Now let’s get ourselves ready for a happy Hanukkah.  
 
         
Larry Goldstein 

 

BETH ISRAEL                           
CONGREGATION  

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 9, 2018 

4:30 p.m. 
SOCIAL HALL 
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SISTERHOOD SPOTLIGHT 

President 
 

              What to buy, or what to give? 

 
I was in Baltimore visiting family for Thanksgiving, and 
an interesting conversation took place between my    
youngest grandsons and their parents.  The boys were 
asked if they wanted gifts for Hanukkah, or would they 
like an experience.  I was very surprised to hear both 
scream:  Experience!!! 
 
How many of us would answer the same way?   If you 
did, who would you want along for the experience?  My 
grandsons weren’t given a choice:  it will be the two of 
them and their mom and dad.   They weren’t given choic-
es of where to go.  They don’t have any idea where they 
might be going (I was told a few places that were being                    
considered).  They know that an experience will be long 
remembered.  
 
Imagine a choice of a gift or an experience! Which would 
you choose?  Where would you want to go? 
 
The oldest of these two boys already has a bucket list- he 
wants to go to Greece, Rome and Egypt.  (He reads a lot 
of mythology books- he is 9).  The youngest of these two  
wants to go to Disneyworld. (that’s my boy!!)  He is 7. 
 
I thought about this question and I came to the same                  
answer without blinking an eye.  Then I started to think 
about who I would want to join me.  Family?  Friends?  
Both?  I decided it would depend on where I was going.  
But I definitely would choose an experience over a gift.  
Do you remember your biggest present from any of your 
childhood birthdays?  I don’t.   Do you remember the 
first time you flew in an airplane?  I sure do. 
 
I think too much emphasis is put on what to buy vs. what 
to give.   
 
There is a difference.  Think about it. 
 
Happy Hanukkah to you all. 
 
Esther Roberts 
Sisterhood President 

Join your Sisterhood for lunch 
and a General Meeting 

while supporting one of our local  
community charities 

 
Wednesday, December 12, 2015 

11:30-1:00 
Beth Israel Social Hall 

 
Soup & Salad lunch ($10) 

Bring a toy and lunch is free! 
 

Please RSVP with lunch reservations to: 
  Cheryl Katz at  wckatz601@aol.com. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No child should have to wake up on Christmas morning 
without a gift.  Together, we can make sure this never 
happens again.  Give your support; whether time, money, 
or just direction to ensure our goal is met of every child 
waking up to a Merry Christmas. 
 
The mission of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for 
Tots Program is to collect new, unwrapped toys during 
October, November and December each year, and dis-
tribute those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in 
the community in which the campaign is conducted.  
 
Central Mississippi Toys for Tots 
Toys for Tots Coordinator 
Mary Quick 

 

 

Disclaimer: Marine Toys for Tots Foundation, an IRS recognized 501(c)(3) 
not-for-profit public charity is the fund raising, funding and support                     
organization for the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program. The 
Foundation was created at the behest of the U. S. Marine Corps and provides 
support in accordance with a Memorandum of Understanding with the    
Commander, Marine Forces Reserve, who directs the U. S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots Program. The Foundation has supported Toys for 
Tots since 1991. 

http://jackson-ms.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/local-sponsors.aspx
http://jackson-ms.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/local-sponsors.aspx
mailto:Katz/wckatz601@aol.com
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JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

 
The committee has been hard at work screening films for Jewish Cinema Mississippi 2019.  After countless hours 

of previewing, we are proud to announce that we have finalized the following four films to feature during the   

festival scheduled for January 24 - January 29, 2019:  

 

Thursday Night 7p.m. 1/24/19: Bye Bye Germany 

Saturday Night 7p.m. 1/26/19:The Last Suit  

Sunday Matinee 2p.m. 1/27/19: G.I. Jews ** Free admittance to those with military ID 

Tuesday Night 7p.m. 1/29/19: A Quiet Heart  
. 

 
Films will all be shown at the Malco Grandview Theater in Madison.  All evening showings are at 7:00 pm with 

the Sunday matinee at 2:00 pm featuring a wonderful documentary in English.   

 
In addition, we are pleased to announce a very special reception to thank our 2018 sponsors.  We will be showing 

Deli Man on Saturday, December 8, 2018 in the social hall at 6:00 p.m. following Havdalah at 5:30 pm.  This 

film is open to the entire BIC community and all are welcome. Please RSVP to Danielle at 

drd@familyworksllc.com to ensure that we have enough food and seating.  We will be showing trailers for the 

film festival prior to the main event.   

 
Lastly, please consider becoming a sponsor this year. Order forms are on the website at 

www.jewishcinemams.com and available in the BIC office or through Danielle.  Tickets are on sale now.                  

Reserve your tickets today.  A festival pass makes a terrific Hanukkah or Christmas gift that supports the recipi-

ent as well as our congregation.   Please like our facebook page and stay tuned for trailers, updates, and film blogs 

from our very own Selection Committee Co-Chairs: Peter Zapletal and Shira Muroff. 
 

Thank you to our 2018 sponsors:  
 

Jerry Branson       Bette Shornick 

Janice and Buddy Blumenthal   Amy and Arty Finkelberg 

Gulf States Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation  Marcia and Robbie Barron 

Dana and Jonathan Larkin    Beth and Steve Orlansky   

Lauren Rosenbaum Brown     The Fairview Inn 

Susan and Mark Fijman     Susan and Macy Hart 

Peggy and Larry Goldstein    Mindy and Clay Humphrey 

Rabbi Debra and Alexander Kassoff   Judge David Orlansky 

Mangia Bene Catering    Hannah and Abram Orlansky  

Jeanne and Steve Rozman    Michele and Ken Schipper  

Springer Law Office, PLLC     Danielle Wahba 

Mike Wahba      Jarmila and Peter Zapletal  
 

 

 

See you at the reception and the festival!  www.jewishcinemams.com   

mailto:drd@familyworksllc.com
http://www.jewishcinemams.com
http://www.jewishcinemams.com
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JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

Visit http://www.jewishcinemams.com/2019-films.html to view 2019 festival trailers! 

 

FILM DESCRIPTIONS: 
BYE BYE GERMANY 
German star Moritz Bleibtreu is a defiant Holocaust survivor looking to strike it rich in postwar Frankfurt, in BYE BYE 

GERMANY, a brisk, polished drama tempered with bittersweet humor. Though haunted by his family’s murder at               

Auschwitz, hustler David Bermann (Bleibtreu) is determined to eke out a living in his battle-scarred homeland. He recruits 

Jewish traveling salesmen to a shady scheme, selling overpriced linens door-to-door to guilt-ridden Germans. Meantime, he 

faces interrogation by a comely American military intelligence officer about his past as an alleged Nazi collaborator, her 

impassivity no match for the charismatic jokester. With a jaunty klezmer-style score and Yiddish-inflected dialogue, this 

fresh historical perspective is an utterly engaging salute to European Jews who chose to tough out painful memories to                 

reclaim their lives.  102 minutes 

 

THE LAST SUIT 
An aging Jewish tailor leaves his life in Argentina to embark on a journey back through time and halfway around the world, 

in the bittersweet road movie THE LAST SUIT. 
Eighty-eight-year-old Holocaust survivor Abraham Bursztein (Miguel Ángel Solá) is about to be put out to pasture by his 

children, who have sold his house in the suburbs of Buenos Aires and booked him into a retirement home. Refusing to bow 

to family pressure, he sets off on an adventure from which he doesn’t expect to return. Fueled by a sense of duty, and a 

quest for closure and fulfillment, Abraham decides that the moment has come to fulfill a promise and seek out an old friend. 

With assistance from a cast of kindly strangers, the sharply-dressed suit maker travels by train across Europe from Spain to 

Poland, in search of the man who saved him from certain death at Auschwitz. Undeterred by a series of travel mishaps,             

family foibles and geographical obstacles along the way, the hard edges of the cantankerous Abraham gradually soften. 
Writer-director Pablo Solarz imbues his heartfelt and charming tale with nostalgic sepia-tinted colors, a klezmer-infused 

score, and delicate humor. Heartfelt and charming, THE LAST SUIT exudes a poignant message of the enduring                   

importance of family, friends and honor. 

 

GI JEWS: JEWISH AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II 
A profound salute to patriotism and perseverance, GI JEWS: JEWISH AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II honors the             

hitherto overlooked half a million Jews who defended the country despite bigotry in their ranks. As America entered the 

war, no one had a greater interest than its Jewish population, which joined every military branch to defeat Hitler and save 

their European brethren. Yet, as they put their lives on the line, Jewish Americans faced anti-Semitic slurs and violence 

from fellow soldiers. From the terror of the front lines to the heartbreak of liberating concentration camps, these events    

redefined Jewish identification with American democratic ideals. Rank and file veterans, and famous ones—Mel Brooks, 

Henry Kissinger, Carl Reiner—share tales of physical, emotional and spiritual transformation. 87 minute Genre:                  

Documentary 

 

A QUIET HEART 
Seeking refuge from the pressures as a classically trained musician, a young, secular Israeli woman confronts dangerous 

religious fanaticism, in A QUIET HEART. Ania Bukstein gives a mesmerizing, austere performance as Naomi, a pianist 

being groomed for a world-class career. Facing crushing expectations from her parents and colleagues, she escapes her                

native Tel Aviv for the anonymity and solitude of Jerusalem, to reassess her priorities. But her hesitant friendships with a 

handsome Italian monk (Giorgio Lupano), and a mute but musically gifted boy, make Naomi a target of her hardline                

ultra-Orthodox neighbors. Amid escalating isolation and threats of violence, Naomi uses music to overcome towering                 

religious barriers and hate. This thoughtful, quietly gripping snapshot of Israeli social conflict is a Best Screenplay winner 

at the Haifa International Film Festival. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR IN KIND SPONSORS! 

Present your Jewish Cinema MS tickets at any of the following for a 10% discount! 
 
 
 

 

http://www.jewishcinemams.com/2019-films.html
http://www.jewishcinemams.com/uploads/4/1/8/8/41883631/5885915_orig.jpg
http://www.jewishcinemams.com/uploads/4/1/8/8/41883631/4818229_orig.jpg
http://www.jewishcinemams.com/uploads/4/1/8/8/41883631/7816527_orig.jpg
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REMEMBER: 

BABYSITTING WILL BE ON THE 1st                       

FRIDAY OF THE MONTH                             

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
24    Sheila Hailey and Bear Atwood 
28    Allen and Honorine Weiss 
30    Joey and Betsy Samuels 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
2      David Blumenthal 
3      Jacob Schipper 
5      Elizabeth Emmich 
7      Sheila Rubin 
7      Kovi Katz 
7      Maya Freedman 
7      Mindy Humphrey 
8      Sandor Feldman 
8      Bruce Schlakman 
8      Jonathan Wiener 
9      Daniel Snyder 
10    Macy Hart 
11    Philip Pollack 
11    Steven Dobel 
11    Jan Docter 
13    Jacob Smith 
13    Bert Rubinsky 
13    Erik Hearon 
15    Justin Gould 
16    Marcelo Ruvinsky 
16    Larry Goldstein 
16    Esther Roberts 
17    Albert Leveck 
19    Alice Friedman 
20    Eli Lazarus 
20    Kate Samuels 
23    Lynn Crystal 
24    Anna Lazarus 
25    Jake Copeland 
25    Jack Blumenthal 
25    Sheila Hailey 
26    Nathan Docter 
27    Bea Gavant 
27    Gene Crunk 
29    Alyssa Silberman 
30    Tara Blumenthal 
31    Joseph Harris 

 

MENORAH LIGHTING  AT THE  GOVERNOR'S 

MANSION 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2018 

3:00 p.m. 

 

300 EAST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS 

 

Rabbi Stephen Wylen                                                                                                      

will be visiting our community 

December 13-15, 2018.  

 

    He will be giving a D’var Torah on      

 Friday,  December 14, 2018.                                                                                                  

  

                                                       Please join us for services with a                            

         special oneg to follow.  

Religious School Fundraiser 
 

Religious School closes out this semester                                                      
with a special fundraiser opportunity! 

 
 The wildfires that devastated California                                                          

also affected Jewish facilities and  
families. Rachel Glazer, together with Shira Muroff,                                           
is leading our students in an effort to raise money                                           

to help restore some of what has been lost to the fires. 
 

 Watch for bake sale items on Sunday mornings. Fresh eggs 
 are available as well.  We will have goodies to enjoy Sunday,                         

December 2, December 9, and December 16.  All proceeds will go                      
to benefit our Jewish friends at Wilshier Boulevard Temple camps; 
Gindling Hilltop Camp and Camp Hess Kramer.  Also, tzedakah                           

for the remainder of this month will be directed to this effort.  
 

Students will be able to make a direct connection between                
proceeds and those in dire need in California.  

 
For more details, please speak with Rachel or Shira.  
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL 

BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request: 

GENERAL FUND   MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND            TIKKUN OLAM FUND 

ENDOWMENT FUND  ONEG FUND   LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND           WEBSITE FUND  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND SATURDAY MORNING FUND  CHOIR FUND               CEMETERY FUND 

CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)  ART FUND   PROGRAM FUND               JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

BITY    MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD) RELIGIOUS SCHOOL               HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL FUND  
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND           

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In Memory of Shirley Orlansky—Kathryn Wiener 

 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND  

In Memory of A.J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin 

 

 

CEMETERY FUND                                                                    

In Memory of  T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin 

In Memory of Lynda Parent and Bobby Quick—Don Sawyer 

In Memory of John Hart Lewis—Reba Lewis 

In Memory of Margit Zapletal—Jarmila & Peter Zapletal 

In Memory of Lucile & Albert Rosenfield—Lynne & Roger Rosenfield 

In Memory of Mollie & Henry Spitzberg—Lynne & Roger Rosenfield 

In Memory of Morris Trubman—Aaron Trubman 

In Memory of Anne Trubman—Aaron Trubman 

In Memory of Elain Crystal—Clay Crystal 

In Memory of Elaine Crystal, Meyer Falk, George Mitchell and 

                      Harold Gotthelf—Lynn Crystal 

In Memory of Rose Feldman—Sandor Feldman 

In Memory of Ira Rubin—Jerry Branson 

In Memory of Paulette Hearon—Steven Goodman 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of  Victims at Tree of Life—Nancy Smith 

In Memory of Victims at Tree of Life—Betty, Nancy & Jean Clarkson 

In Memory of Victims at Tree of Life—Rainee Scott 

In Memory of Joyce Fienberg, Richard Gottfried, Rose Mallinger,            

Jerry Rabinowitz, Cecil Rosenthal, David Rosenthan, Bernice Simon,              

Sylvan Simon, Daniel Stein, Melvin Wax, Irving Younger —Sarah Howe 

 

 

JEWISH  CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

In Memory of Shirley Orlansky—Jarmila and Peter Zapletal 

 

 

BIC ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER  

In Memory of Margit Weisz Zapletal—Audrey Zapletal 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FUND 

In appreciation of Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner—Steven Goodman 

 

Please share in our joy as our daughter, 
 

       Maya Sophia 
 

is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 

Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 10:15 a.m. 

Beth Israel Congregation 

5315 Old Canton Road 

Jackson, Mississippi 
 

Kiddush Luncheon to follow 

 

Suzanne and James Freedman 



 P.O. Box 13249 
Jackson, MS  39236 

 

Phone: (601) 956-6215  
Fax: (601) 952-0895 
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12/2-12/8/2018 
*Leonard Pepper 
Milton Friedman 
Martin Zapletal 
*Maurice Sollek 
Miriam Kolodney 
Sam Korelitz 
*Jack Freedman 
Deborah Blumenthal 
Lois Canfiled 
Leonard  Winer 
Isaac Epstein 
Meyer Levy 
Anne Trubman 
S. Cyril Hart 
*Rebecca Jacobs 
Burton Friedman 
Pauline Cohen 
Barry Draft 
Ethel Geoghegan 
Jack Harris 
Fannie Abrams 
 
12/9-12/15/2018 
*Norman Stamm 
Jack Laboda 
Naomi Rubin 

John Fischer 
Jacques Wahba 
*Gus Herrman 
Lillie Hart 
Selma Geiger Brown 
*Frances Larkin 
*Samuel Joseph 
Samuel Steeg 
Rosalie Lasky 
Simon Rubinsky 
Esther Docter 
*Joseph Ascher 
 
12/16-12/22/2018 
Ira Rubin 
Max Fratkin 
J Lawrence Levy 
Goldie Cecila Sokolsky 
*Victoria Finkelberg 
Gilbert Metz 
*Phyllis Lehman Herman 
Louise Metz 
Israel Abrams 
Lou Shornick 
Jacob Kulman 
 
 

12/23-12/29/2018 
*Harry Glass 
Leonard  Smith 
Joe Gerache 
*Manny Crystal 
Jacob Nechamkin 
Wesley Daniels 
Andrew  Orkin 
*Millie Stamm 
Joshua Goldberg 
*Shirley Klateman 
*Pearl Hesdorffer 
Lucille Rosenfield 
Molly Belanoff 
Joseph Lasky 
*Libbie Rotwein 
Ewen Crunk 
Molly Harbor 
Morris Mermelstein 
Linda Denmark 
Phillip Patton 
Daniel Hendrix 
Helen Praver 
Estelle Pollack 
 
12/30-1/06/2019 
Adolph Orkin, III 

Kitty Steckel 
Morris Danziger 
Louis Jacob Buchman 
Roy Hanf 
Sally Spiegel 
Arnold Draft 
Melvin Korelitz 
Izzy Stone 
Fradie Bear 
Irving Sollek 
Jacobo Fijman 
Rose Kirby 
Phillip Needle 
Hassiba Ifrah Elfassy 
Samuel Friedman 
*Leo Phillip Gradinger 
Pauline Samuels 
*Greer Beth Pollack 
Charles Shapero Sr 
*Adolph Orkin, Sr 
Shepherd Tucker 
Toby Grossman 
*Bertha Helen Geiger 
Betty Shapero 
Margare Guenther 
Rose Bennett 
*Memorial Alcove 


