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As I write these words, knifewielding Palestinians are daily
threatening the lives of
Israelis walking in the streets
and shopping in the stores of Jerusalem and other
Israeli cities and towns. This is not simply street
crime; the Palestinian attackers are acting on their
own but in response to incitement from the leaders
and educators of Palestinian society. The attackers
are responding to intentionally falsified reports of
Jewish attempts to destroy the Al Aksa Mosque,
despite repeated assurances from the Israeli
government that the religious status quo in Jerusalem
would be fastidiously respected. The attackers have
been enraged through years of hate education in their
schools and community centers.
I am personally infuriated by the twisted reporting
on the “knife intifada” by newspapers and television
stations in America. The reporters consistently state
the numbers of dead – so many Israelis, so many
more Palestinians – as if there were moral
equivalence between mass murderers and their victims. It is as if a newspaper report on a college campus gun rampage in America were to say “Man shot
dead by police – seven students also killed”.
The slant of the news is so persistent that even Jews
and others devoted to the Jewish state might arrive at
the conclusion that Israel in some way “had it
coming” – that persistent occupation and oppression
forced the Palestinian people to rise up in this way.
Israeli victims are not then “innocent” victims. They
are guilty – guilty of being Jews. One news reporter
from NBC gave an on-the-spot report from the
Damascus gate that an Israeli policeman had just
shot dead an “apparently unarmed” Palestinian man.
His own news anchor in America then showed him a
photo of the man waving a large knife. The reporter

had to backtrack on the spot. Another report spoke of
a policeman being knifed on the “occupied streets” of
Hebron. Occupied streets? I wondered if that
policeman had sipped an occupied cup of coffee in an
occupied café that morning? Please!
Of course the first obligation of the Israeli
government is to defend the lives her citizens. At the
same time, a wise Israeli government would also be
seeking creative ways to alleviate the condition of the
Palestinian people. If their own leaders will not do it,
Israel should do it for them. I was saddened when I
heard an Israeli government minister say that to make
any concessions to the Palestinians at this time would
be “to reward terror.” I would say that concessions at
this time would be a brave effort to move the
Palestinian people towards moderation. The
Palestinians must have hope for a better life. Israel
must give them that hope.
In the big perspective, the news reports consistently
reverse cause and effect. Palestinians are not rising up
to kill Jews in response to Israeli occupation. It is the
other way around. The occupation had ended with the
Oslo peace accords. Israel was forced to re-occupy the
West Bank because Yasir Arafat initiated the Second
Intifada and Jews were being murdered by the dozens
by suicide bombers sent into Israel by Palestinian
leaders. The current occupation is a response to mass
incitement against Jews and Israel. At this time,
Palestinian teens are being shot because they are
attempting mass murder against Israelis. The murder
attempts are not a response to the police actions but
the cause of the police actions.
There is no cycle of violence. If Palestinian leaders
would cease teaching hatred and inciting to murder
there would be no violence.
The daily lives of Israelis are being sadly disrupted by
fear of violence. My daughter is fearful to visit her
in-laws in Jerusalem. My other Israeli daughter could
not go out to dinner for her wedding anniversary for
fear of random violence in the streets. News reports
dehumanize the Israelis and fail to report their
suffering. We friends and lovers of Israel should
remain well informed and determined to speak up.

From the President...
Happy November!
With November comes
Thanksgiving. What does
Thanksgiving mean to me as a
Jew living in the United
States? Growing up in an
Orthodox family,
Thanksgiving was the one
Howard T. Katz, President holiday that we could all be
together and take pictures.
There were no particular religious requirements and we
could just enjoy ourselves, hanging out with friends and
family.

Please join Rabbi Stephen Wylen in the Beth Israel
Library for a most interesting and enlightening
year of monthly learning on:
JUDAISM'S GREAT DEBATES
Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Abraham debates with God
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Theo. Herzl vs. I. M. Wise
Are the Jews a People or a Religion?
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Moses vs. Korah
The Divine Source of Religious Authority

As Jews, we always look to the Torah for a deeper
meaning. There is one mitzvah that is completely
devoted to expressing gratitude, the Mitzvah of
BIKKURIM. In the time of The Temple, every farmer
was commanded to bring to The Temple in Jerusalem
the first fruits which were ripened in his orchard. There
he would say a blessing thanking God for the land and
his harvest and the fruits were given to the Priests
(Kohanim).
Jews express gratitude every day. We thank God for our
souls, for peace, for food before and after eating, and for
normal bodily function. But the Mitzvah of Bikkurim is
different. Usually when we thank God, it just involves
words. But the gratitude expressed with Bikkurim
requires deeds and self sacrifice. Bikkurim implies that
our thankfulness cannot remain in the realm of
emotions, thoughts, or even speech, but must also move
us to action.
As Thanksgiving comes in 2015 and Chanukah follows
soon behind in 5776, explore your inner self. How can
our gratitude be expressed in the actions of our daily
life? What can we do now to give back the best of our
fruit, the choicest share of our crop? In other words,
how do I give back to my community and to the world to
fulfill the Mitzvah of Bikkurim and show the gratitude I
have for all the many blessings we share as Jews, here in
America.
God Bless America!
Howard T. Katz
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Save the Date
Beth Israel Congregation
Annual Meeting
Sunday, December 13, 2015
4:30 pm

Save the Dates
Jewish Cinema Mississippi
January 27, 28 & 30, 31, 2016
For more information www.jewishcinemams.com

Chailights

Sisterhood Spotlight:
A Message from the Sisterhood Co-Presidents
We would like to recognize the following families that
were omitted from the High Holiday service bulletin/
New Year’s Greetings. We appreciate your continued
Fall is finally here and temperatures are cooling down.
support!
We continue to have a busy calendar and fun events
David and Jan Docter
ahead. Be sure to read your Chailights and Blasts for
Bill and Mary Golde Howell
updated information and times. We welcome new ideas
Debra, Joel, Seth, Michael and Becci Jacobs
for programming and events. If you have any you would
Howard, Cheryl, Asher, Kovi and Lily Katz
like to share, please let Mindy or me know.
Betsy and Joe Samuels
Judy and Richard Stamm
Our Sisterhood nominating committee is in the process
of compiling the slate of officers for the incoming
2016/17 Sisterhood Board. If you are interested in beSisterhood Calendar 2015-2016
NOVEMBER, 2015
coming involved by serving on our new Board, please
Sisterhood Board Meeting
Sunday, November 1, 2015
let anyone on the Committee or our Sisterhood Board
8:30 a.m.
know.
Mexican & Mosaics
Tuesday, November 10, 2015
SISTERHOOD NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
Please renew or join us today!

The annual Sisterhood Cruise to Cozumel was
October 22-26th. Several of us met in New Orleans
the night before for some fun. A good time was had
by all. We will meet in a month or two to share our
videos, pictures and begin planning the cruise for next
year.
Attendees were:
Seated left to right:
Joyce Salomon, Donna Cherkasky, Mindy Humphrey,
Susan Snyder, Jeanne Rozman, Bea Gavant
Standing left to right:
Emily Kamber, Rachel Schulman, Cheryl Katz,
Esther Roberts, Molly Mandel, Rebecca Laskin

Chairperson-Carol Kossman

5:30-6:30 p.m.— Dinner
6:30-8:00 p.m.— Mosaics

DECEMBER, 2016
Rejuvenate Your Wardrobe
Chairperson—Cheryl Katz
Congregational Chanukah
Dinner

Wednesday, December 2, 2015
6:00 p.m. Social Hall
Sunday, December 6, 2015
6:00 p.m.

JANURY, 2016
Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, January 3, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Friday, January 8, 2016
6:15 p.m. Service

Sisterhood Shabbat
Co-chairs Mindy Humphrey
and Cheryl Katz

Special Oneg following services

FEBRUARY, 2016
Martinis & Manicures
Chairperson-Tammy Rubinsky

Thursday, February 11, 2016
6:00 p.m. (outside location)

MARCH, 2016
Bazaar Set-up

Sunday, March 27, 2016
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 30, 2016

BAZAAR
APRIL. 2016
Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, April 3, 2016
8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Location TBA
Saturday, April 23, 2016
6:00 p.m.

Sisterhood Luncheon
2nd Seder
MAY, 2016
Sisterhood Board Installation/
Shabbat

Cheryl Katz
Mindy Humphrey
Chailights

Friday, May 13, 2016
6:15 p.m.
Special Oneg following Services
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Sisterhood Spotlight
Sisterhood Social
Mexican & Mosaics
Tuesday, November 10th
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Mosaics at 6:30 p.m.
Dutch Treat Dinner at
Margaritas Restaurant
1625 E. County Line Road
Pear Orchard Village
Walk down to the Mosaic store at 6:30 p.m. to make
a project! Basic cost for this is $10, depending on
what project you pick.
RSVP to Carol Kossman
By Wednesday, November 4th
if you are able to join in on the fun.
601-260-9589 or email: carolkoss@gmail.com

Early Bird Special!
The BIC Annual Bazaar's Silent Auction
team will be accepting auction items on
Sunday, December 6, 2015 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in
the Judaica Shop, and beginning at 5:00 p.m. prior to the
annual BIC Chanukah Dinner.
Every BIC congregant is encouraged to donate at least two
items to the Silent Auction. We accept just about
everything, as long as it's new! If you want to be able to
check this one off your to do list, then please take
advantage of this great opportunity. We want your stuff!
P.S. Gift cards make great Silent Auction items.
Thanks to Silent Auction Team Members - Esther Roberts,
Melanie Dobel, Tammy Rubinsky, Raizy Grossman,
Arna Miller and Susan Fijman.

Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting
will be held at the Temple on Sunday,
December 6, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.
Our December selection is:
The Marriage of Opposites by Alice
Hoffman. Please plan to join us. See
the edited Barnes and Noble summary
below.
From the author of The Dovekeepers and The Museum of
Extraordinary Things, The Marriage of Opposites by Alice
Hoffman is a forbidden love story set on the island of St.
Thomas about the extraordinary woman, who gave birth to
painter Camille Pissarro, the Father of Impressionism.
Growing up on St. Thomas in the early 1800s, Rachel dreams
of life in faraway Paris. However, Rachel’s mother, a pillar
of their small Jewish refugee community, who escaped the
Inquisition, has never forgiven her daughter for being a
difficult girl, who refuses to live by the rules. Rachel’s
salvation is their maid, Adelle, and Adelle’s daughter, Jestine.
But, Rachel’s life is not her own. She is married off to a
widower with three children to save her father’s business.
When her husband dies suddenly and his handsome, much
younger nephew, Frederick, arrives from France to settle the
estate, Rachel begins a defiant love affair that sparks a
scandal, affecting all of her family, including her favorite son,
who will become one of France’s greatest artists. Once
forgotten to history, the marriage of Rachel and Frederick is a
story that is as unforgettable as it is remarkable.
Chailights

Sisterhood Lunch Bunch - Dutch Treat
Thursday, Nov 19th
Time: 12:15 p.m.
High Biscuits Tea Room
7048 Old Canton Road
Ridgeland, MS
(across from Kroger on Lake Harbor)
RSVP to Charna Schlakman at 954-629-1371
or charna515@aol.com
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Education Spotlight
Religious School
Why Family Education?

Our Family Education programming starts up
again this month with the Kindergarten and Pre-K class on
November 8th. Once each year, in each class, students and parents
come together for a special day of learning together. Why? I’m
glad you asked.
We all know that Jewish tradition places an
exceedingly high value on education. As Rabbi Wylen pointed out
to our religious school students on a recent Sunday, the Jews were
2,000 years ahead of the rest of the world when it comes to
education. Until very recently, most people around the world could
not read, but the Jewish community has been teaching every boy
to read (and we’re finally getting just about caught up with our
girls) for millennia.
Jewish parents continue to this day to stress the
importance of education to their children. But when it comes down
to parental time, energy, and interest, it’s our kids’ secular
education that primarily benefits from these resources.
Parent-teacher conferences, help with homework, field trips, PTA
meetings—our children have plenty of opportunities to see us not
only talking about but acting on our stated belief in the importance
of secular education. Not to mention, the relevance of our
children’s learning in English, math, and science is reinforced
daily by the world we live in—whether we’re reading the news,
cooking a meal, building a treehouse, or finding a place on a map,
we and our children are using those skills that a secular education
can impart.
Jewish learning, on the other hand, is countercultural. Especially here in Mississippi, we will not often see the
rituals and celebrations, the language and history, the texts and
teachings of our people reflected in the world around us. All the
more, then, we as parents must not only continually build on our
Jewish knowledge, we must model the practice of Jewish study for
our children—in other words, they should see us doing it!
Jewish learning, if we indeed value it, must not
be something that our children do while we run errands or visit
with friends (though God knows and I concur that there’s nothing
wrong with running errands and visiting with friends). Jewish
learning, and more importantly, Jewish living, must be something
we bring into our home, something we practice as a family by
lighting Shabbat candles or by volunteering at a soup kitchen—or
at your synagogue!—or by saying the Shema together at bedtime.
And Jewish learning—and living—must also be something we
cultivate by attending Sunday school with our children. Once each
year, anyway.

Save these Dates:
December 11, 2015
March 11, 2016
(Family Shabbat)
April 8, 2016
January 8, 2016
(Family Shabbat)
February 12, 2016
May 13, 2016

This year BITY is hosting the NFTY Southern Fall
Conclave on November 13-15! This is a very large
event where the entire community can come together to
create a great weekend for teens from all around the
south.
Please email Hannah Orlansky
(hannah.orlansky@gmail.com)
or Abram Orlansky
(orlansky@gmail.com)
If you would be willing to host NFTYites for the weekend or volunteer in any way.
And you won’t want to miss our Friday night service on
November 13th--please help welcome our guests and
enjoy the special music and energy of a NFTY service,
6:15 in the sanctuary.

Bagel Bunch
November 15, 2015
9:30 am in Preschool Room L
Theme: Shabbat

Family Education Dates:
PK-K
November 8, 2015
Grade 1-3
January 31, 2016
Grade 4-5
February 28, 2016
Grade 6
April 3, 2016
Grade7-8
May 1, 2016
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Beth Israel Preschool is selling popcorn to raise
funds to replace the mulch on the playground
with a beautiful, durable and safe turf! Our Temple
children use the playground also and will benefit
from the improvements to our playground!
An order form is located in the Temple office.
If you have any questions, please call 601/956-6216
or email Susan Rockoff at
director@BethIsraelPreschool.com.
We appreciate your support.

Pledge forms are now due.
Thank you to all that have submitted. If you haven’t
completed a pledge form, you are able to submit the
information electronically at
http://www.123contactform.com/form-1513954/
Annual-Pledge-For-2016-Form.
Everyone who wants to remain on the membership
roster must submit a pledge form.

MAZEL TOV!!
David and Rella Zapletal announce the birth of their
son, Meyer Martin Zapletal, born October 27, 2015.
The sweet baby boy weighed 6 lbs 13 oz and
was 20.25 inches long.
Proud Grandparents are Peter and Jarmila Zapletal.

We are pleased that Rabbi Stephen Wylen will be
serving as our rabbi part-time throughout the year.
Rabbi Wylen will be in Jackson:
November 2-15, 2015
December 4-19, 2015
January 12-February 9, 2016
Please feel free to contact him at:
smwylen@gmail.com or mobile at 973-768-3942 to set
up a meeting, invite him to a family dinner, etc.
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
MUSIC FUND
PROGRAM FUND

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI

CEMETERY FUND
Donation made to the Cemetery Fund—Donna & Ted Orkin
GENERAL FUND
Get well wishes in honor of Bert Rubinsky—Honorine & Allen Weiss
In Honor of Shalom Group—Ann & John Taylor
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
In Memory of Ira Rubin—Betty Andrews
In Honor of Gino Giammarco—Institute of Southern Jewish Life
ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER
Robyn & Greg Pollack
Rabbi Debra & Alexander Kassoff
Gary & Kimberly Schneider
Susan & Macy Hart
Reva & Ellis Hart
In Honor of Reina Kismet
Paula Erlich
Melissa & C. Ralph Daniel, III
Suzanne and James Freedman
Charna & Bruce Schlakman
Dana & Jonathan Larkin
***********************************************************************************************************************
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Lucy Cohen
1 Bette Shornick
1 Mathew Harris
1 Thomas McGregor
2 Steve Silberman
2 Ellen McGregor
3 Ilia Giammarco
4 Aaron Samuels
4 Rebecca Laskin
5 Bear Atwood
5 J. B. Sandifer
10 Morris Mermelstein
10 Emily Kamber
11 Cheryl Katz
12 Benjamin Russell
13 Max Grossman
13 Henry Fischer
13 Emily Fertig
14 Joseph Metz
15 Monique Guimbellot
17 Matthew Dreffin
17 Mary Golde Howell
17 Helen Greenberg
18 Judy Stamm
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19
20
21
22
22
23
23
26
26
27
28
28
28
28
29
30

Emma Pollack
George Glass
Phoebe Spencer
Reed Leonard
Amy Finkelberg
Karen McDougal
Gary Schneider
Peggy Omolara
Joel Jacobs
Andrea Fish
Dinah Jeanette Briggs
Casey Mabry
Spencer Nessel
Tillie Docter
James Paul
Nina Mabry

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1 Becci & John Craig
2 Erin & David Brower
8 Morgan & Aaron Samuels
10 Elizabeth Rankin & William Albright
10 Lisa & Michael Ivshin
10 Elizabeth & Trey McGregor
18 Sandra & Steve Liverman
25 Gail Chadwick & Jonathan Fratkin

Cemetery Plot Information
If you are interested in reserving a plot, please contact
Joe Harris at 601-291-6654 or modseam@gmail.com.
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for November 2015
November 1—November 7
Aaron Klavsner
*Elaine Crystal
*Harold Gotthelf, Jr.
Ruth Greenfield
*Harry Draft
Rose Peltz Davis
Joseph Bernstein
Frances Bass
Meredith Spencer
Edward Prager
Charles Ross
*Wolfgang Wernicke
Samuel Galea
Guierl Lee Smith
Lillie S. Rouz

November 8-November 14
Maurine Wiener
Morris Trubman
Morris Zelmon
Tessie Levy

Carl Bonas
Theadore Lamensdorf
Esther Feldman
*Stanley Shindell
Sara Chain
Simon Sharp
Martha Thielman

Ross Allyn
Howard Fishman
*Albert Mitchell
Mina Gran
Saul Grossman

November 29-December 5
Isadore Draft
Lucien Loeb
Maurice Sontheimer
Phillip Gressel
Harvey A. Nelson
*Ida Leigh Schwartz
November 22-November 28 Cleveland Branson
*Stephen Asher
Anne Trubman
November 15-November 21 Charles A Clarke
*Jack Freedman
Timothy Amadee
Cornelia Prager
Deborah Blumenthal
Ben Kreitman
Emil Lutfy
*Rebecca Ida Jacobs
Frances Kast
Betty Mermelstein
*Marian Docter
*Albert Rosenfield
*Florence Lehman
Minnie Nelson
Mollie L. Spitzberg
*Freda Orkin
Estelle Bergman
Bernard Lasky
Jane Levy
Harold Berg
Dorothy Hoffman
Sidney Goldfarb
Lester Burgh
Ann Taylor
Sadie Bloom
*Maurice Sollek
Meyer Lebed
Emile Wise
*Isidore Lehman
Melvin Slifkin
*Memorial Alcove Plaque

