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Rabbi Stephen Wylen

JUDAISM - SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS,
UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR
How do I relate my “Jewish” self to my
“human” self? This is a challenge for every Jewish
person. We have a foot in two different worlds.
These two worlds often directly challenge each
other. Jews have been repeatedly dared by the wider
world to abandon Judaism and Jewish identity in
favor of some other “ism” - some other religion,
Socialism, some brand of nationalism, even John
Lennon’s “Imagine” world in which all identities
disappear. Humorously mocking the proclivity of his
fellow German Jews to catch up to the latest
movement, the poet Heinrich Heine said: The Jews
are just like everybody else, only more so.
A distinguishing feature of the different
streams of Judaism is our distinctive postures
towards the mix of identities. The most Orthodox
strive to do only things that are particularly and
uniquely Jewish, while the modernist streams, like
Reform Judaism and political Zionism, explore ways
to retain Jewish identity while being universalistic in
our concerns.
Recently I read an article in “The Jewish
Review of Books” about post-colonial identity in
three different countries - Algeria, India and Israel.
All three, in their early phase of national liberation,
were secularist. All three have become much more
religiously oriented and culturally particularistic
since that time. Algeria, whose revolutionary
movement against France was Marxist-leaning, is
now an Islamist state. It could serve as the example

for other Arab states and failing states like Iraq, Syria
and Egypt where Islamist movements have challenged
or taken over from nationalist leaders like Nasser,
Saddam Hussein and Assad. (The secular nationalists
and the Islamists were equally oppressive and
anti-Jewish, but that is another matter.) Amongst the
Palestinians, the Islamist Hamas movement has
challenged the secular Fatah.
In India, Gandhi was by no means religious.
He imagined an India in which Hindus, Moslems and
other faith groups would be fully united as Indians.
Now, India is ruled by a Hindu political party.
It is interesting to consider Israel in the light of
these broader movements. The founders of Israel were
adamantly secular. David ben Gurion, Israel’s first
Prime Minister, prided himself on being a Buddhist by
faith, not that he practiced Buddhism. The
ultra-Orthodox came to ben Gurion after
independence and demanded life-long welfare so they
could sit and learn Torah all day, as they had for
centuries under non-Jewish governments. Ben Gurion
conceded, feeling sentimental towards these few
hundred Jews of the Old Ways who, he had no doubt,
would soon fade away. In Israel today, a quarter of the
total population are extreme Orthodox - Haredi. They
are not attached to democracy, preferring to obey the
absolute rule of their Grand Rabbis. Many secular
Israelis are unhappy about the fact that the Haredim
do not serve in the army, but attempts to change the
status quo are fraught with social problems that are
difficult to address. Besides, there is something
appealing about the thought of Jews sitting and
learning Talmud all day in our homeland.
Israel has no constitution for a very interesting
reason: They cannot live under halacha, traditional
Jewish law, and they don’t want to say that the Jewish
state is not ruled by halacha. It is easier to live with
ambiguity.
Considering the Jewish struggle with secular
and religious identity is, in my opinion, inherently
fascinating, but the conclusions vary depending on
where you are coming from and where you would like
to be going as a Jew. There is a lot to think about.

From the President...
Thank you, thank you, thank
you, to Beth Israel
Congregation, for allowing
me to be your President. It
has been a great year since
last Rosh Hashanah. There
have been many challenges
but so many more rewards.
The opportunity to work
Howard T. Katz, President
with so many dedicated
people has been priceless,
which by the way, is the same as the reimbursement,
(priceless).
This is our first year in decades that we have been
lay-led, meaning we have no full-time Rabbi. Many
people have stepped up to help. My thanks go out to
each member who has picked up one or more parts of
the Rabbi's responsibilities. Special thanks to Leah
Apathaker, David Kweller, Alachua Haskins, Beth
Orlansky, Michele Schipper, Abby Kliousky, Ben
Russell, Francine Sherwood, Rivka Cohen and Chloe
Edwards.
We are pleased that Rabbi Stephen Wylen will be
serving as our part- time rabbi throughout the year.
Rabbi Wylen will be in Jackson October 9-24,
November 2-15 and December 4-19. Please feel free
to contact him at smwylen@gmail.com or call the
temple office to set up a meeting, invite him to dinner
with your family, etc.
Thank you to the best Board ever. I have been
president of numerous organizations over the years
and I have never had a better board than the Board of
Beth Israel Congregation. This is the most dedicated
hard-working Board that I have ever been around.
Thank you for your support.

the sound of the Shofar blowing for many years. His
son Joseph celebrated Rosh Hashanah in Columbus,
Mississippi this year. We missed the beautiful sound
of Lawson and Joseph blowing the Shofar together,
but are so happy to have had Lawson here with his
call from the Shofar, calling us to prayer, repentance
and Tzedukah. Lawson Metz and his sister, Helene
Johnson, have been members here for their entire
lives. Their parents, alav ha-shalom, were members
of our Temple and their father was a Holocaust
survivor; one of the only survivors to settle in
Mississippi. In honor of her father, Helene has been
working with the Gus Hermann Memorial committee
lead by Peter Zapletal. We are lucky to have them as
members of our Temple.
The Gus Hermann Holocaust Memorial is completely
planned and money is available to pay for the
Memorial. This will be a beautiful Holocaust
Memorial and a place of life for our synagogue. We
began using this for the holiday of Sukkot this year.
This will be a beautiful area for outdoor prayer and
celebration. It will also be an area for quiet
contemplation, meditation and remembrance. This
will be a source of pride for our Temple for decades to
come.
We are busy, excited and growing! Special thanks to
Rabbi Kassoff who has kept our Jewish education
growing strong. Using The Institute of Southern
Jewish Life curriculum, with a little local flavor, we
know our children are being educated about Jewish
life, holidays, Hebrew, prayers, Gamelet Chessed
(acts of loving kindness) and Tikun Olum (healing the
world).

Where has the time gone? Twenty months ago I
asked you to “Bo”, come with me. And you did. For
the first time in decades our temple has a balanced
I want to thank Carol Joy Sparkman, Ben Russell, and budget. Even with the expense of a settled Rabbi we
the entire Shirim Choir. The music this year has been would have a balanced budget. Our funds are well
managed. The endowment fund has had a change in
great, as always.
investment strategy. Your Board was determined to
I want to take a moment to recognize and thank
have a balanced budget–to preserve and hopefully
Lawson Metz. Lawson has been delighting us with
(continued on Page 10)
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Sisterhood Spotlight:
A Message from the Sisterhood Co-Presidents
We made it through another busy Holiday Season!
There are many people who helped to make the
holiday season festive and I would like to
acknowledge you all.
A BIG thanks to Melanie Dobel, Paula Erlich and
many volunteers that helped to make our Break the
Fast delightful as always and it was enjoyed by all.
Thank you for your continued support!
Thank you to Suzanne Freedman, who chaired the
"Pizza in the Hut" Sukkot event. We had around 60 in
attendance. With a little drizzle of rain and a lot of
confusion, we made it through and a good time was
had by all, especially the children. Our new Sukkah
was beautifully decorated. Thank you to BIC Sunday
School for all the work!!
Next was the Simchat Torah dinner and service.
Thank you to Frankie Springer for chairing this event!
Our potuck dinner was yummy. Thanks to all who
prepared salads and side dishes for everyone and to
those who helped with setup and clean up.
We have many events planned for the fall and spring
and hope you will all plan to attend. The many events
our Sisterhood supports and the organizations in the
community that we provide assistance to, depend on
our membership support.
If you have not had the opportunity to fill out and
return your membership forms for Sisterhood, please
do so today. Last year we exceeded 80 members and
we would like to top that for 2015/2016 year. Your
dues are for the Jewish calendar year SeptemberAugust. If you would like to help or participate with
any of the events, please do not hesitate to contact us.
We welcome your participation and are always
looking for new ideas.

Sisterhood Calendar 2015-2016
Bowling Social
Chairperson—Jan Docter

Sunday, October 18, 2015
4:00 p.m. @ Indian Lanes

Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, November 1, 2015
8:30 a.m.

Mexican & Mosaics
Chairperson-Carol Kossman

Tuesday, November 10, 2015
5:30-6:30 p.m.— Dinner
6:30-8:00 p.m.— Mosaics

Rejuvenate Your Wardrobe
Chairperson—Cheryl Katz

Wednesday, December 2,2015
6:00 p.m. Social Hall

Congregational Chanukah Dinner

Sunday, December 6, 2015
6:00 p.m.

Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, January 3, 2016
10:00 a.m.

Sisterhood Shabbat
Co-chairs Mindy Humphrey
and Cheryl Katz

Friday, January 8, 2016
6:15 p.m. Service

Martinis & Manicures
Chairperson-Tammy Rubinsky

Thursday, February 11, 2016
6:00 p.m. (outside location)

Bazaar Set-up

Sunday, March 27, 2016
9:00 a.m.

BAZAAR

Wednesday, March 30, 2016

Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, April 3, 2016
8:30 a.m.

Sisterhood Luncheon

Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Location TBA

2nd Seder

Saturday, April 23, 2016
6:00 p.m.

Sisterhood Board Installation/
Shabbat

Friday, May 13, 2016
6:15 p.m.

Special Oneg following services

Special Oneg following Services

Cheryl Katz
Mindy Humphrey
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Sisterhood Spotlight
Sisterhood Social
Tuesday, November 10th
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Mosaics at 6:30 p.m.
Dutch Treat Dinner at
Margaritas Restaurant
1625 E. County Line Road
Pear Orchard Village
Walk down to the Mosaic store at 6:30 p.m.
to make a project!
Basic cost for this is $10, depending on what
project you pick.
RSVP to Carol Kossman
By Wednesday, November 4th if you are able to join
in on the fun.
601-260-9589 or email: carolkoss@gmail.com

Meals on Wheels Needs Your Help on our
Delivery Routes
If you have an hour or two to spare one day a month, the
Sisterhood needs drivers to assist with delivery of the food.
The recipients profoundly appreciate our work. It is truly
a mitzvah and one that is open to the entire
congregation, not just Sisterhood members. The
routes are local Jackson areas (e.g., Fondren & Belhaven),
and we’ve mapped them out to be easily manageable. We
suggest two person teams working
together on each route—a driver and an assistant.
To volunteer, please contact Donna Orkin at
donna@tedorkin.com

SISTERHOOD BOWLING SOCIAL
Come One - Come All!!
It is going to be fun, fun, fun!
When: Sunday, October 18th at 4:00 p.m.
Where: Indian Bowling Lanes
815 East Northside Drive
Clinton, MS (601)-924-4248
Price: $10.00
Included in this price: bowling shoes and snacks
RSVP to Jan Docter by October 15th.
(601) 842-1550 or jan_4200@yahoo.com
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Education Spotlight

Religious School

NFTY-Southern Fall Conclave
is headed our way
November 13-15, 2015!

A Note From Rabbi Kassoff
Sunday School is off to a wonderful start, with two
returning teachers and four new teachers adding their enthusiasm, talent, and knowledge to our faculty. A huge thanks
again to Bette Shornick and Suzanne Freedman, and a huge
welcome and thanks to Gino Giammarco, Chloe Edwards,
Bill Morris, and Dave Miller*. And we’ve kept them busy:
between opening day, the beginning of Sukkot, and a
presentation from Camp Jacobs on October 4th, the excitement hasn’t stopped, much as our holiday calendar hasn’t
stopped since mid-September. Hebrew school has opened,
as well, with Leah Apothaker*, Rivka Cohen, and Shira
Moskowitz* teaching our children lashon hakodesh—our
sacred tongue. And confirmation class begins on October
7th. It’s a lot going on.
Now, as we move from Tishrei—busy month of
new beginnings—into the month of Ḥeshvan, sometimes
called by its full name, Marḥeshvan—the only month in the
year that has no holidays (besides Shabbat, of course)—we
have an opportunity to settle into a routine, to set a pattern
for our lives. Having recently emerged from the Ten Days
of Awe, this is a perfect time to begin the new practices we
may have resolved to implement as part of our process of
teshuvah, repentance. Whether we’re determined to be
kinder to family members or more cheerful with colleagues,
exercise more or text at the dinner table less, there is
nothing extraordinary in the month of Ḥeshvan to trip us
up. So take a deep breath and heave a sigh of relief—we’ve
made it through the busy holiday season!—and now, let’s
get down to the business of being our best selves. That’s
what we’ll be doing here on Sundays, beginning promptly
at 9:30 a.m., and Wednesdays at 5:30. I look forward to
seeing you soon.

Let's show our region's teens how we do hospitality in Jackson.
If you can host two or more teens, click on this
link:
https://urjyouth.wufoo.com/forms/nfty-soevents-host-family-application/
If you have any questions,
contact Hannah Orlansky
(601)832-5013 or hannah.orlansky@gmail.com
or Abram Orlansky
(601-201-4571) orlansky@gmail.com

*Dave, Leah and Shira all come to us via the Institute of
Southern Jewish Life, and Leah is our ISJL education fellow this
year (more on that when her ed fellow weekend “visit” approaches).
We are doubly blessed by the presence of this nationally recognized
Jewish organization in our community: not only do we benefit from
the its curriculum and education partnership, but also from week-in,
week-out presence of some amazing individuals who would
otherwise most likely not have found their way to Jackson.
Shalom, y’all!
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Pledging Demystified
WHAT IS A PLEDGE?
A pledge is an estimate of giving; some call it a statement of intent.
WHY SHOULD I PLEDGE?
Pledging allows you to make intentional decisions about your financial giving.
Receiving your pledge form allows our Board of Trustees, to do for our Temple community what you do for your
household: plan wisely for the use of our resources in support of the congregation. The Board sets a budget based on
the total amount pledged. While regular giving that is not pledged is important, your pledge lets the Board plan more
accurately. Submitting your pledge card also lets us know that you want to remain a member of Beth Israel Congregation.
HOW DO I PLEDGE?
Annual giving pledges are made each year during the fall. Paying your pledge is a matter of your personal preference. You may pay weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly via cash, checks, credit card, or electronic fund transfer
(EFT). You may initiate your own credit card payments via Paypal or if you wish the bookkeeper will charge your
credit card. You may also pay your pledge with a donation of stock. Many companies have matching funds for charitable donations. Please check to see if your company has such a plan, and let us know.
HOW MUCH SHOULD I PLEDGE?
Determining the amount of your annual pledge is up to you and your comfort level. The Temple does offer some
guidelines to assist you as you make this important decision. We work hard to keep expenses very low. We’ve made
drastic changes in scheduling of staff, purchases, repairs, maintenance, and energy conservation to ensure we are
responsible in operations. The average cost per family unit is around $1,800-$2,000 per year. We understand that
this amount will need to be adjusted for single membership units.
JUST DO IT!
Where you start or whether you use the fair share model is not nearly as important as simply making your pledge. As
the folks at Nike say, “Just do it!”
Please submit your completed pledge form by October 15, 2015. Additional pledge forms can be downloaded at
www.bethisraelms.org.
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We would like to thank the following people for their
donations to the envelope fundraiser during the
High Holy Days.
Alan S. Kohn
Amanda Margolis
Amy and Arty Finkelberg
Bernard and Janice Blumenthal
Beth and Steve Orlansky
Betsy and Joseph Samuels
Bill Morris
David and Molly Mandel
David Kweller
Deborah and Clay Crystal
Debra and Joel Jacobs
Emily Kamber
Erik Hearon & Marla Harbor
Francine Sherwood
Gary and Alice Friedman
George and Sherrie Glass
Irv and Trenia Feldman
Tyler Daniel
Joann Eisenstatt
Judy and Richard Stamm
Jean and Stephen Rozman
Jack Haber
Henry Haber
Anonymous
Anonymous
Mindy and Clay Humphrey
Lawrence Haber
Sam Haber
Kelly Haber
Cheryl and Howard Katz
Tamar and Peter Sharp
Manny Grossman
Lynn Crystal
Jerry and Christine Branson
Susan Snyder
Rabbi Stephen Wylen
Bear Atwood and Sheila Hailey
Rita Hobgood
Simone Kerstine
Stuart P. Levanthal
Honorine and Allen Weiss

Lauren R. Brown
Marcella and Eugenia Ruvinsky
Marcia and Robby Barron
Michele and Ken Schipper
Mindy and Kenneth Kapner
Monique Guimbellot
Peggie Omolara
Phil Cohen
Rachel Obermeir
Raizy Grossman
Rebecca Laskin
Rosemary Foncree
Steven Goodman
Susan and Mark Fijman
Tammy and Bert Rubinsky
Tovah Rubinsky
Jessica Rubinsky
Jan and David Docter
Joyce and Art Saloman
Bette Shornick
For years of marriage and one for the year ahead
Appreciation of Carol Joy and the Shirim choir
Appreciation of Rabbi Kassoff and Sunday/Hebrew Teachers
For a synagogue family that is accepting and welcoming to all where its ok to be a real human
In Appreciation for Gilbert Sollek and his volunteer work at the Temple.
In Appreciation of BIC Office Staff
In Appreciation of Board of Trustees
In Appreciation of Rabbi Kassoff and Sunday/Hebrew Teachers
In Appreciation of Rabbi Search Committee
In Honor of BIC Board
In Honor of Howard Katz
In Honor of my loving and dear mother Raizy.
In Honor of Shirim Choir
In Honor of the High Holy Days
In Honor of years married and move to Mississippi
In Loving Memory of his grandson, Ronin Shaiah Abrahamian
In Memory of Beth Sollek
In Memory of Dr. C. Ralph Daniel, Jr.
In Memory of Corrine Kerstine
In Memory of Dora Murray Levanthal
In Memory of Helen and Arthur Weiss/Lena Finegold/Nick Sam Karno/Mollyne
Karnofsky/Betty & Toby Rubinsky/Get Well Beverly Gela
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
MUSIC FUND
PROGRAM FUND

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI

CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of Alexandra Erlich—Arty and Amy Finkelberg
In Memory of Alexandra Erlich—Melanie Dobel
In Memory of Alexandra Erlich—Jackson Iron & Metal Co., Inc.
In Memory of Rosamond Harris Sigal—Joe Harris
Donation made to the Cemetery Fund—Don Sawyer
GENERAL FUND
In Appreciation to Beth Israel for Rosh Hashanah—Edward Robertson
In Memory of Helen and Harry Praver—Alyssa Silberman
New Year Greetings
Kay and Phil Pollack

Many thanks to all who have led Friday night and Saturday morning services during these part few months:
Leah Apothaker, David Kweller, Alachua Haskins, Beth Orlansky, Howard Katz, Michele Schipper,
Abby Klionsky, Ben Russell, Francine Sherwood, Rivka Cohen ad Chloe Edwards.

1
1
2
3
4
5
5
7
8
8
8
9
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
19
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October Birthdays
Ben Crystal
Ben Kaminsky
Judy Stein
Hannah Orlansky
Jean Comley
Sam Palmer
J. David Orlansky
Jason Schallheim
Debra Kassoff
Sally Herbert
Devon Erlich
Sydney Mack
David Brower
Isabel Lehman
Richard Smith
Lawson Metz
Joshua Guimbellot
Sammy Waxman
Parker Lowe
Lisa Palmer

20
20
23
23
25
25
27
28
28
30
30
31

Gil Hoffberg
Frankie Springer
Jarmila Zapletal
Dave Kaminsky
Lauren Balfour
Caroline Yarbrough
Sarah Emmich
Matthew Tucker
Katherine Fijman
Amy Printz
Arna Miller
Sharon Norris

11
13
17

October Anniversaries
Steve and Jeanne Rozman
Buddy and Andrea Fish
Edward and Paula Erlich

REMINDER
Article Deadline for the following:
CHAILIGHTS
10TH OF EVERY MONTH
FRIDAY NIGHT LEAFLET
1:30 P.M. Wednesday

BETH ISRAEL OFFICE HOURS
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch: 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Chailights

(continued from Page 2)
rebuilt some reserves. To accomplish this we have had
to make some tough choices. Your Board has
prioritized and we presented a balanced budget at our
annual meeting on December 14, 2014. Despite having
several unexpected expenses, such as trees having to be
removed, we will not only have a balanced budget but
begin to rebuild our reserves.
We are busy, excited, and growing! Your Board has
begun to work on what we call Vision 20/20. Over the
last few years we have met with, polled, inventoried
and discussed where we want to be 10, 15, 20 and 50
years from now. Vision 20/20 is our plan to get there.
This is a large undertaking that you will be hearing
more about. Peter Sharp has been leading this along
and others helping. This will eventually be its own
committee with at least 3 sub-committees. We will
be presenting ideas and opportunities to improve this
building and what we provide to the community.
Some examples are as simple as painting and new
floors. Other examples are as complicated as
expanding Internet access and usage, televising our
services and improving video conferencing capabilities.
We need to improve the experience of our members
and guests, both in our building and as they interact
with us distantly.

We are busy, excited and growing! Our preschool, led
by Susan Rockoff, is in good shape. During the last
school year the budget of the preschool has become
much more concretized. We know what it costs to run
the preschool and how it is to be paid. Lawrence Haber
has been the key person overseeing this for the last year
and a half. I am sure that as we transition to Lawrence
being the president of the Temple, the preschool will
continue to be well managed. Thank you to Susan
Rockoff, all the preschool team and Lawrence Haber
for making this a reality.
We are busy, excited and growing! Our Rabbinic
Search Committee, led by Mark Fijman, is diligently
working. Our Search Committee has several interviews
planned and I have no doubt that we will recruit a
terrific settled Rabbi by this coming July. Thank you
Mark and thank you to the Search Committee.

We are busy, excited and growing! How is our pledge
system working out? In 2015, we had over 93%
participation in the pledging process. 34% of the
congregation increased their pledges. The increases
ranged from 1% to over 300%! I would like to extend
a special thank you to those of you who increased your
pledge. If you were not able to increase your pledge in
2015 and can give more, please do so. Be realistic, be
generous and give until it feels good. You should have
We are busy, excited and growing! Our Sisterhood,
already received your 2016 pledge form in the mail.
led by Mindy Humphrey and Cheryl Katz, is energized. If not, please contact the Temple office. It is vital that
The Sisterhood calendar is busting at the seams, and
everyone turn in a pledge form by October 15, 2015,
this year will be the second year in a row that our
so that we can use this information to accurately budget
Sisterhood has taken a cruise in October. The cruise
for 2016. We intend to have a balanced budget again
acts to give even more energy to this seemingly tireless next year.
group of women. And with the Brotherhood helping
the sisterhood, the activities and opportunities for
Sincerely,
service seem limitless.
Howard Katz
We are busy, excited and growing! Our Brotherhood
has done more in the last year than in the last several
years combined. We had our first annual golf
tournament, which was quite successful, and a great
deal of fun.
We are busy, excited and growing! Our youth group,
led by Lily Katz, is a lot of fun. We will be hosting
Fall Conclave this year from November 13-15. We
need many people to help house kids. I hope y’all have
a great year.
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We are pleased that Rabbi Stephen Wylen will be serving
as our rabbi part-time throughout the year.
Rabbi Wylen will be in Jackson:
October 9-24,
November 2-15
December 4-19
Please feel free to contact him at:
smwylen@gmail.com or mobile at 973-768-3942 to set up
a meeting, invite him to a family dinner, etc.
Chailights

FEDERATION SHABBAT OCTOBER 16, 2015
Please join us for Federation Shabbat on October 16,
2015. Services will be led by Rabbi Wylen and we have
an excellent guest speaker in Douglas M. Bloomfield.
Douglas is a syndicated columnist, Washington lobbyist,
and consultant. He has served as legislative director
and chief lobbyist for AIPAC. He has guided strategy on
Capitol Hill to obtain 3 billion dollars in military and economic aid for Israel. His work with the World Jewish
Congress helped gain the restitution of Jewish properties from Swiss banks after Nazi gold investigations. In
addition to writing a weekly column he has appeared
frequently on national and international television and
radio as a political analyst.
We have asked Douglas to comment on Middle East
matters from the point of view of a political analyst and
writer.
Please join us for both a wonderful Shabbat Service
and a most interesting guest speaker.
An Oneg will follow.
Given in Loving Memory of
Gerald P. Crystal
1933-2013
By his children:
Paula Crystal Erlich, Shannon Crystal
and Bucky Crystal
The Patriarchs Series—Moses
Ellen Kotliaker, Israel
(On display in the Reception Area)
Pictured below:
Edward and Paula Erlich
Shannon Crystal and Dr. Robert Haber

Please join Rabbi Stephen Wylen in the Beth Israel Library for a most interesting and enlightening
year of monthly learning on:
JUDAISM'S GREAT DEBATES
Tuesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Hillel vs. Shammai - The Foundation of Judaism
Those who can, please come at 6:30 for a short service
to commemorate the first yahrzeit of Rabbi Wylen's
grandson, Ronin Shaiah Abrahamian
Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Abraham debates with God
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Theo. Herzl vs. I. M. Wise - Are the Jews a People
or a Religion?
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Moses vs. Korah - the Divine Source of Religious
Authority
Tuesday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Geiger vs, Hirsh vs. Frankel - the Three Streams of
Modern Judaism
Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00 p.m.
Ben Zakkai vs the Zealots - Is it Nobler to Resist
or to Submit?
Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 p.m.
The Vilna Gaon vs the Baal Shem Tov Law and Tradition vs. Spiritual Ecstasy
Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Spinoza vs. The Amsterdam Rabbis
Reason or Revelation?
Tuesday, June 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Kings versus Prophets

Mazel Tov to Gary Eriksen on his Conversion!!!
We are all very proud of you!!
Shirley, Ashli, Glenn, Jacob & June Gelder,
Kelly & Kaleb Wright, and
Chad, Rachel & Willa Eriksen
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for October, 2015
October 1 - October 3
Rebecca Sherman
Polly Owen
Sam Eisman
Joseph Pack
David Guimbellot
Esther Sklar
Harold Samuels
Ellen Ross
October 4 - October 10
Fannie Schneider
Richard Roberts
*Sylvania Metz
*David Lipsich
Horace Maxwell Williams
Sherrie Thompson
Manuel J. Buchman
Fay Sloan
Lionel Balfour
Ben Greenfield
Jack Bennette
Edward Bluestein

Harry Cohen
Ruth Fermono
Lillian Kreisman
Lester Stuckey
Gussie Avenue
Trudy Cohen

October 11 - October 17
*Leon Lipsich
Daisy Kolodney
Lazar Cohen
Beulah Geiger
Henry E. Spitzburg
Stephen B. Brower
Harry Sandler
Samuel Weinberg
Danie Taubman
Beverlee Black
Morris Kweller
Bennie Schwartz
*Morris Falk

October 18 - October 24
*Norman Burnstein
*Samuel Rotwein
Julie Waxman
Anne Greenberg
Irwin Golshen
Kreh Connart
*Herb Eisenberg
Mary Harris
*George Mitchell
Mildred Loeb
Bensin Merlin
Jacob Merlin
Robert Silberman
Pearl Klausner
*Harry Lee Salomon
Israel Gorelik
*John Hart
October 25 - October 31
Albert Brady, Sr.
*Joseph Rubinsky
*Celeste Orkin

Mrs. Jessie Daniels
Lee Mann
David Hirsch
*Carolyn Wiener
Milton Kline
Rose Feldman
*David Britt Rivlin
Fay Oppenheim Odess
*Fred Cohen
*Beatrice Lehman
Sam Griefer
Arthur Fredrick Miller
Frank Friedler

*Memorial Alcove Plaque

