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HANNUKAH
IS MAJOR
Rabbi Stephen Wylen
Every year at this season some rabbis remind their congregation that Hannukah is a minor holiday and we should not celebrate it
too much.
I am not one of those rabbis.
My message is: Hurray, Hannukah is here! Let’s celebrate! Hannukah is minor only in a technical sense. It is not commanded in
the Torah. Hannukah celebrates events that took place long after the Torah was written. Because of this, it is permitted to work
during Hannukah.
Hannukah is not at all “minor” if we measure Jewish holidays by their significance to the Jews of our times. Shavuot and Sukkot
were vital in the lives of ancient Judean farmers, but a Jew who lives on a quarter acre suburban plot in Jackson, MS can be
forgiven for not celebrating the ingathering of the grain in May or the grapes in September. Our world has evolved, and our
celebrations with it. Compared to our biblical forbears, our Jewish celebrations are less about the agricultural cycle of the Land
of Israel and more about the great spiritual teachings of Judaism, which guide our lives High Holy Days, Passover and Hannukah
are the Major Holidays of our Judaism.
Let us dispense with the myth that Jews celebrate Hannukah only because it coincides with Christmas. The modern-day
Christmas goes back only as far as Charles Dickens. Christmas and Hannukah grew in parallel, under the influence of secularism
and humanism in modern times.
Zionism was one of the big reasons that Hannukah got big. For 1,500 years Jews celebrating Hannukah did not even know the
story of Judah Maccabee. The Zionist movement revived Judah’s true history and put a new emphasis on Hannukah because of
the need for heroic role models who fought for Jewish sovereignty and dignity.
In America, Jews saw the revolt of the Maccabees as the first war fought purely for religious freedom. Hannukah represents the
fortunate confluence of American ideals and Jewish ideals. Hannukah reflects the freedom that Jews experience in America to
practice our own distinct religion, while participating fully in civil society. That is a blessing worthy of celebration.
Even more important for our times, Hannukah represents the ability to assimilate into an attractive culture without entirely losing
our Jewish identity. The Maccabees fought over symbolic and highly significant gestures of Jewish cultural identity, such as the
circumcision of baby boys, the wearing of traditional Jewish dress (turbans vs hats in their case), the curricular content of the
education of the young (making time for Torah) and - can you believe this? - the conflict between Jewish education and sports
activities (the construction of a gymnasium for Greek education and sports in Jerusalem, sponsored by King Antiochus and his
Jewish allies).
Hannukah tells us that, if you are sufficiently dedicated to preserving Judaism, you can have your cake and eat it too. You can be
both Jewish and American. Let’s celebrate!

From the President...
Happy December! My best wishes to the new board. Thanks to Beth Israel Congregation for
supporting me as your president. So now, L’CHU, go with the new board. You know I will be
your greatest supporter.
It’s time for Chanukah, a joyous holiday celebrated with fried food and candles. What could be
more fun?
Looking a little deeper, I wonder why we had to fight with the Greeks. The Greeks got along
with everybody. They were the most like the Jews. They worshipped reason and sound thought.
They spread knowledge and understanding throughout the Middle East and Europe. As the Greeks conquered countries and
cultures they accepted the local gods. They never oppressed the conquered. They did not forbid religion. Everyone had their
gods and that was fine with the Greeks.
Howard T. Katz, President

Jews had also adopted many customs from the different cultures that they came in contact with over their journeys.
The Talmud says that the only language the Torah can be translated into appropriately is Greek. The ancient Rabbis
described Greek as a beautiful language. They believed the Greeks had the ideas closest to the Jews. Maimonides wrote that
Aristotle was half prophet. Some ancient Jews claimed that Aristotle was really Jewish.
So why couldn't the Jews and the Greeks get along?
The Greeks were intellectual giants. Greek culture, or Hellenism, seemed to have everything going for it. It was up to date,
sophisticated and intellectually satisfying with its emphasis on human reason. They used rational thought to describe the
world. The only practices they could not tolerate were those that they found irrational.
The Jews believe in Torah. Torah is an understanding that behind the world lies a Divine Will, unhampered by the
limitations of nature or human logic. The Torah commands us to think deeply, to immerse our intellects in study and
comprehension. Whatever we can fit into intellect, we must strive to do so. But with each improvement in knowledge comes
a deeper understanding of the revelation of G-d and how we can never explain G-d in a logical way.
Chanukah commemorates a miraculous victory in a war in 167 BCE. A Greco–Macedonia Kingdom had tried to outlaw the
Jewish religion and its homeland to replace it with Hellenic culture.
The battle of Chanukah begins western civilization. It was neither the beginning of Greek or Jewish civilization, both of
which were ancient by the second century BCE. However this was the first time that the West was able to encounter Judaism
with its revelation of 1 G-d and Greek culture with their tremendous reason.
Greek culture and Hellenism were tolerant of all types of faiths and cultures. The only faith they could not tolerate was a
blind faith in an invisible G-d with no statues and complete power. There was no definition of the Jewish G-d, and no
definable reason for all the commandments. This was beyond the comprehension of the Greeks. But it was the great war of
Chanukah that introduced the world to the Jewish thought of G-d and Monotheism and the Greek’s rational thought that has
led to the development of civilization as we know it today.
So yes, when we celebrate Chanukah, we celebrate the miracle of the Macabees over the Greeks. We celebrate the oil
burning for 8 nights instead of 1. But we also celebrate the beginning of western civilization as we know it today.
L’CHU- Go and build an even greater Temple.
Howard T. Katz, President
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Save the Date
Beth Israel Congregation
Annual Meeting
Sunday, December 13, 2015
4:30 p.m.
Chailights

Sisterhood Spotlight:
A Message from the Sisterhood Co-Presidents
Ladies:

Join our Sisterhood for Lunch
and a General Meeting
while supporting one of our local
community charities

Thank you all for pulling together to help with the NFTY
Fall Conclave. It was fun and energizing to have the
Temple filled with youth for the weekend. Shabbat dinner
was a huge success and we were able to help with
providing snacks for events throughout the weekend!

Wednesday, December 16, 2015
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Beth Israel Social Hall

The WRJ/URJ Biennial was held in Orlando November
4-8, 2015. The BIC Sisterhood was represented by Esther
Roberts & Cheryl Katz. Esther will be sharing some of
the great programming ideas she gained from attending
the workshops at our next meeting

Make a child’s holiday happier. Bring an
unwrapped toy for a child any age!
$10 for lunch of soup and salad.
Please RSVP to Cheryl at: wckatz601@aol.com

Our nominating committee for the selection of the next
Sisterhood board is Rebecca Laskin, Charna Schlakman,
and Debra Jacobs. If you are interested in serving on our
Board, or if you would like to nominate someone, please
contact one of the committee members. Open positions
for the 2016-2018 term is: Second Vice President,
Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary and Recording
Secretary.
We accomplish so much with the help and commitment of
our Sisterhood here at Beth Israel. This could not happen
without all of our Temple support. We want to thank you
all! If you haven’t joined Sisterhood yet, it’s never too
late! We need your support. Join Sisterhood today.
Mindy Humphrey
Cheryl Katz

.

The BIC Annual Bazaar's Silent Auction team will be
accepting auction items on Sunday, December 6, 2015 from
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the Judaica Shop, and beginning at
5:00 p.m. prior to the annual BIC Chanukah Dinner.
Every BIC congregant is encouraged to donate at least two
items to the Silent Auction. We accept just about everything, as
long as it's new! If you want to be able to check this one off
your to do list, then please take advantage of this great
opportunity. We want your stuff!
P.
S. Gift cards make great Silent Auction items.
Thanks to Silent Auction Team Members - Esther Roberts,
Melanie Dobel, Tammy Rubinsky, Raizy Grossman,
Arna Miller and Susan Fijman.
Chailights
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Sisterhood Calendar 2015-2016
DECEMBER, 2016
Congregational Chanukah
Dinner

Sunday, December 6, 2015
6:00 p.m.

General Meeting & Luncheon
Toys for Tots Benefit
BIC Social Hall

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

JANURY, 2016
Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, January 3, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Friday, January 8, 2016
6:15 p.m. Service

Sisterhood Shabbat
Co-chairs Mindy Humphrey
and Cheryl Katz

BAZAAR
APRIL, 2016
Sisterhood Board Meeting
Sisterhood Luncheon
2nd Seder
MAY, 2016
Sisterhood Board Installation
Shabbat

JUDAISM'S GREAT DEBATES
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Theo. Herzl vs. I. M. Wise
Are the Jews a People or a Religion?
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Moses vs. Korah
The Divine Source of Religious Authority

Special Oneg following services

FEBRUARY, 2016
Martinis & Manicures
Chairperson-Tammy Rubinsky
MARCH, 2016
Bazaar Set-up

Please join Rabbi Stephen Wylen in the Beth
Israel Library for the next interesting and
enlightening learnings on:

Thursday, February 11, 2016
6:00 p.m. (outside location)
Sunday, March 27, 2016
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 30, 2016
Sunday, April 3, 2016
8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Location TBA
Saturday, April 23, 2016
6:00 p.m.

Amy and Gerry Printz are pleased to announce the
engagement of their daughter, Sarah to Greg Thomas, son
of Merill and Jeff Thomas of Madison, MS.
An April, 2016 wedding is planned.

Friday, May 13, 2016
6:15 p.m.
Special Oneg following Services

Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will be held at
the Temple on Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.
Our December selection is: The Marriage of Opposites
by Allice Hoffman. Please plan to join us.
Growing up on idyllic St. Thomas in the early 1800s,
Rachel dreams of life in faraway Paris. Rachel’s mother, a pillar of
their small refugee community of Jews who escaped the Inquisition,
has never forgiven her daughter for being a difficult girl who refuses
to live by the rules. She is married off to a widower with three
children to save her father’s business. When her husband dies
suddenly and his handsome, younger nephew, Frédérick, arrives
from France to settle the estate, Rachel seizes her own life story,
beginning a defiant, passionate love affair that sparks a scandal that
affects all of her family, including her favorite son, who will become
one of the greatest artists of France.
Chailights

Joel, Odessa and Sophia Maria Gordon
announce the birth of their son and brother,
Alton Tobias Gordon, born September 8, 2015.
His weight was 6 lbs. 4 oz. and
was 19 1/4” long.
Proud Grandparents are
Jo Ann and Bill Gordon.
Great Grandparents are
Reva and Ellis Hart.
(this makes 19 great grandchildren for Reva and Ellis and
then one more due after the first of the year!)

An Annual Beth Israel Event
Serving Christmas lunch at Stewpot
Volunteers Needed
More information to Follow
Page 4

Education Spotlight

Why Hebrew?

By: Rabbi Debra Kassoff, Religious Educator

Why do we teach our children Hebrew? I could list so many reasons:
Hebrew is part of our Jewish heritage, connects us to our ancient Hebrew forebears,
grants access to our most sacred texts, strengthens our bond with Jews in Israel and
around the world, empowers us to perform Jewish rituals (candle blessings, Passover
Seder), enables us to participate in communal prayer, and perhaps most importantly,
provides us with an entire Jewish vocabulary—a Jewish language, in fact—for naming the Jewish experience. There are some things you just can’t say in English.
I don’t know how you might answer, but I do know that if you glance at the
Hebrew curriculum of a typical Reform congregation, you will find a program
designed for one purpose only—preparing students for bar or bat mitzvah. Thus
many students learn just enough Hebrew to make it through the big day, the only
service, sadly, many will ever lead. Afterwards—at least partly as a result of how they
learned it—they forget some or all of their Hebrew, often faster than they learned it.
None of us wants this. Of course children must be prepared for their bar or
bat mitzvah service, but there’s so much more. How do we fix this?
There’s no perfect solution for every student or even every congregation,
but based on years of observation, I say the easiest way to make the biggest
difference is simply to bring them to services. Students who use their Hebrew keep
their Hebrew. Not to mention one or two other pedagogical and spiritual benefits of
worship.
On December 11th our students will help lead a family-friendly Shabbat
service. Reading Hebrew, singing songs they love in Hebrew, hearing Hebrew—it’s
an opportunity. Attend other services, maybe once a month? Your child’s Hebrew will
grow stronger.
All we have to do is get them there.

Celebrate Hanukkah the
BITY way, with our annual
Hanukkah Party! Grab your
menorah and get ready to
celebrate our very own
festival of freedom. All Beth
Israel High School students are invited!
Details tba. Questions? Contact Abram or
Hannah Orlansky (orlansky@gmail.com) or
(hannah.orlanksy@gmail.com).

We are so proud of our teens and the many
Beth Israel members who supported them in
planning. feeding and hosting the 75 visiting
youth who came from all over the deep
south. If you welcomed our guests to
Shabbat services with a smile, thank you.
You helped make the NFTY-Southern Fall
Conclave the tremendous success that it
was. Special thanks to the Sisterhood, which
sponsored and lovingly prepared Shabbat
dinner for the hungry visitors. Greatest
thanks of all go to Jonathan Springer, event
chair; BITY president Lily Katz; our BITY
advisors Hannah and Abram Orlansky; and
of course, Becci Jacobs, our home-grown
NFTY-SO regional advisor. They made it
look easy—by putting in countless hours in
advance and lots of work behind the scenes.
Kol ha-kavod. Thank you all for making us
look good.

Family Shabbat
December 11th 6:15 p.m.
Our students will help lead the service
and the atmosphere will be casual and
welcoming of all families, including our
youngest children. And for a special treat, our ISJL
Education Fellow Leah Apothaker will join us, too. It
will be a night you won’t want to miss!
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Rabbi Stephen Wylen will be serving as our rabbi
part-time throughout the year.
Rabbi Wylen will be in Jackson:
December 4-19, 2015
January 12-February 9, 2016
Please feel free to contact him at:
smwylen@gmail.com or mobile at 973-768-3942 to set
up a meeting, invite him to a family dinner, etc.

50’s Day at the Preschool

Pledge forms are now due.
Thank you to all that have submitted. If you haven’t
completed a pledge form, you are able to submit the
information electronically at
http://www.123contactform.com/form-1513954/
Annual-Pledge-For-2016-Form.
Everyone who wants to remain on the membership
roster must submit a pledge form.

The next semi-annual Beth Israel / McLeod Elementary
School Literacy Day is scheduled for Thursday, December
17, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. Twice a year Beth Israel congregants
read to classes at our neighborhood public school –
McLeod Elementary School.
Please volunteer by contacting Dana Larkin at
danaflarkin@gmail.com or 601-291-7335. Choose what
grade you would like to read to and then select a book or
two to read to the class. Everyone who has participated in
the past has found the experience fun and rewarding.
Please try to give an hour of your time to enrich the lives of
our neighborhood’s children.

Save the Dates
Jewish Cinema Mississippi
January 27, 28 and 30, 31, 2016
For more information www.jewishcinemams.com
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
MUSIC FUND
PROGRAM FUND

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI

CEMETERY FUND
Donation made to the Cemetery Fund—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Memory of Ira Rubin—John Thomas Craig
In Memory of Elaine Crystal—Lynn Crystal
In Memory of Emil Lutfy—Lynn Crystal
In Memory of Morris Falk—Lynn Crystal
In Memory of George Mitchell—Lynn Crystal
In Memory of Allen Stessman—Amy and Arty Finkelberg
In Memory of Allen Stessman—Emily Kamber
In Memory of Bruce Kweller—Melanie Dobel
RABBI’S DISCRETIONAY FUND
In Memory of Henry and Hortense Leveck—Albert Leveck
In Honor of Rabbi Stephen Wylen—Emily Kamber
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Leon Lipsich—Helen Leighton
ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER
George Glass
Carey and Robert Emmich, Jr.
**********************************************************************************************************************

December Birthdays
2
3
3
4
5
7
7
7
7
8
9
8
9
10
11
11
11
12
13
13
13

David Blumenthal
Bob Dellar
Jacob Schipper
Milton Grishman
Roberta Grishman
Sheila Rubin
Mindy Humphrey
Maya Freedman
Kovi Katz
Bruce Schlakman
Sandor Feldman
Jonathan Wiener
Daniel Snyder
Macy Hart
Steven Dobel
Philip Pollack
Jan Docter
Gerry Printz
Bert Rubinsky
Erik Hearon
Jacob Smith
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December Anniversaries
13
16
16
17
18
19
19
20
23
24
25
25
25
27
27
29
30
30
31
31

Helene Rotwein
Larry Goldstein
Marcelo Ruvinsky
Albert Leveck
Rory Schallheim
Esther Roberts
Alice Friedman
Kate Samuels
Lynn Crystal
Gail Chadwick
Sheila Hailey
Jack Blumenthal
Nathan Docter
Gene Crunk
Bea Gavant
Alyssa Silberman
Tara Blumenthal
Lisa Ivshin
Jeramie Klein
Joe Harris

17
19
24
28
30

David and Sharon Norris
Richard and Mary Ann Schwartz
Sheila Hailey and Bear Atwood
Allen and Honorine Weiss
Joey and Betsy Samuels

Please join us Friday, December 4th for Services and a
Special Oneg honoring our Shirim Choir.
We appreciate all of their hard work to add
beautiful music to our services.
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for December 2015
December 1-December 5
Phillip Gressel
Harvey Nelson
Adele Bernstein
Samuel Libglid
*Leonard Pepper
*Ida Schwartz
Milton Friedman
Cleveland Branson
Deborah Blumenthal
*Jack Freedman
Anne Trubman
Meyer Levy
Jack Freedman
Lois Canfiled
S. Cyril Hart
*Rebecca Jacobs
December 6-December 12
Berton Friedman
*Pauline Cohen
John Sherwood
Barry Draft
Sam Korelitz
Maurice Handleman
Leonard Winer
Isaac Epstein

Fannie Abrams
Ethel Geoghegan
*Norman Stamm
Jack Harris

Samuel Steeg
Simon Rubinsky

Daniel Hendrix
Helen Praver
Morris Danzinger
December 20-December 26 Adolph Orkin III
*Phyllis Lehman Herman
Kitty Steckel
December 13-December 19 Israel Abrams
Louis Jacob Buchman
*Gus Herrman
Jacob Kulman
Roy Hanf
Lillie Hart
Leonard Smith
Melvin Korelitz
Naomi Rubin
Joe Gerache
Izzy Stone
*Samuel Joseph
*Harry Glass
Arnold Draft
Selma Geiger Brown
Jacob Nechamkin
Fradie Bear
*Frances Larkin
Wesley Daniels
Rose Kirby
Raja Volfson
Joshua Goldberg
Phillip Patton
Irving Sollek
*Millie Stamm
Samuel Friedman
*John Fischer
Ruth Browdy
Jacobo Fijman
*Joseph Ascher
*Manny Crystal
Phillip Needle
Rosalie Lasky
Andrew Orkin
Estelle Pollack
Esther Docter
*Lucille Rosenfield
*Leo Phillip Gradinger
Ira Rubin
Molly Belanoff
Anna Kuerschner
Jacques Wahba
Joseph Lasky
Max Fratkin
*Libbie Rotwein
Gilbert Metz
Chester Kossman
December 27-January 2
Louise Metz
Ewen Crunk
Goldie Cecila Sokolsky
Linda Denmark
*Victoria Finkelberg
*Shirley Klateman
*Memoral Alcove
*Pearl Hesdorffer

