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Winter - A Season of Blessings
Rabbi Stephen Wylen
When I was young I had a limited understanding of the size of our planet. I thought that when one entered Virginia - “the South”
- the weather would be tropical year-round. From Philadelphia, my birthplace, one could drive to Virginia in just a few hours, but
I didn’t get that the weather would not be much different. I was mystified by the second phrase in the song “Dixie”, which I
memorized along with many other Civil War songs of the North and the South when the New York Times published all the lyrics
in 1961, at the Centennial of the War. “Early on one frosty morning” - what could that mean in the South?
I recalled that sense of wonder on my drive back north in December. I stopped for the night in Bristol on the Tennessee-Virginia
border. When I resumed my drive the next morning there was a thick frost all over the grassy slopes of the Shenandoah Valley. It
was quite lovely. I was living the song! Now I get that even Mississippi has a chilly, if short, winter season.
The seasonal temperature range in Mississippi is much like that of the Land of Israel along the coast. Israel is slightly less humid
- not so much as you might think - and it’s cooler and drier in the hill country. Jerusalem, less than an hour’s drive from the sea,
lies at 3,000 feet above sea level. In another hour’s drive east from Jerusalem one is 1,200 feet below sea level, the lowest spot of
dry land on the planet, by the Dead Sea.
The main difference in climate between Israel and the American South is that in the Eastern Mediterranean it only rains in winter,
never in summer. The rainy season begins just after Sukkot and concludes just before Pesah - the prime reason for the timing of
these major holidays.
This cycle of seasons enabled the evolution of agriculture. The seeds of humankind’s early crops evolved to hibernate through the
dry season and sprout six months later when the rains came. This enabled humans to gather these seeds - wheat, barley, millet and store them for use throughout the year as well as for planting.
The doctrine of the Resurrection of the Dead was central to early Rabbinic Judaism, though rejected by Jewish rationalists including Maimonides, the early Reform Jews, and most Jews of today. For two thousand years most Jews believed that at the end of
time everyone who ever lived would rise to live again for the Last Judgment. Those judged righteous would live another thousand
years until the indescribable World to Come. Such a doctrine would not have occurred to people living in America or Europe or
Africa or India. It was suggested by the ecology of the Land of Israel. The land dies over the summer. When the rains come in the
Fall, the land comes back to life. The brown dead fields become lush with green grass. Just after the last rainfall in early Spring
the desert blooms with a carpet of gorgeous wild flowers. The flowers scatter their seeds to the soil, die, and the desert loses all
signs of life. The annual resurrection of plant life in the desert strongly suggests the doctrine that that which dies may live again.
Our ancestors did not understand the mechanisms of the annual cycle. It struck them more as an annual miracle.
Even we rationalists can appreciate that the winter chill and strong storms, uncomfortable as they may be, are what enable human
life to flourish on the land. It is a blessing in disguise.

From the President...

I am honored and humbled to be the president of Beth Israel Congregation. I don’t
think that as a child growing up at Beth Israel, participating in religious school and
youth group, that I could imagine serving as temple president. My family has a long
history of participation at Beth Israel and I could not be more proud to follow in the
footsteps of my dad, Irv Feldman who is a past president. It means the world to me that
I have this opportunity to be a second generation president. As I look forward to the
upcoming year, I do so with excitement and purpose. As 2016 begins and our new
board gears up for this adventure, there are some areas that we will begin to address.
Stay tuned for details and ways to get involved.
We have so much to be proud of with many activities and programs in place. We honor
Sisterhood January 8 with Sisterhood Shabbat. On Friday night, January 15, our new board will be officially
installed during services. The 14th season of Jewish Cinema MS takes place the end of this month. Invite your
friends to join us at Malco Theater for four terrific films. Rabbi Wylen continues to offer engaging monthly adult
education opportunities. Our building is filled during the week with the happy voices of our preschool children
and Sundays come alive with religious school programs.
As we have been in the rabbinic search process, our committee has told prospective candidates that Beth Israel’s
greatest strength is its members, who love being part of our Congregational family and know the true meaning and
practice of Southern hospitality in welcoming people to our community. Together we have created our Beth Israel
community, our second home.
Your help in supporting our Beth Israel community is so appreciated and important. Please take note at the funds
listed on page 7. These funds help sustain our cemetery and a variety of programs. The capital fund assists us with
major repairs and enhancements to our building. Every dollar helps so please consider making a donation to these
funds to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, etc.
May 2016 be a good year for all of us. I’m looking forward to it!
Michele Schipper
President

BETH ISRAEL OFFICE HOURS
REMINDER
Article Deadline for the following:
CHAILIGHTS
10TH OF EVERY MONTH
FRIDAY NIGHT LEAFLET
1:30 P.M. Wednesday

Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch: 12:30-1:30 p.m.
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Sisterhood Spotlight:
A Message from the Sisterhood Co-Presidents
Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a safe and
happy holiday!
We would like to thank all who brought toys for the
"toys for tots" luncheon in December. Your generosity
made it a special holiday for many children.
A great big thanks to Esther Roberts for all her efforts
in making our Chanukah celebration great. We had
record attendance and fun was had by all who
attended.
Jo Ann Gordon, our Bazaar chairperson is busy
contacting our booth and committee chairs for this
years Congregational Bazaar, March 30, 2016.
It takes an army to pull off a successful Bazaar and we
operate all year on the funds we raise on this day, so
please say yes when asked to help!
We will post cooking dates in the February Chailights,
please plan to join us for the social and culinary fun!
We also need volunteers to serve at the Food Pantry.
If you are interested, please contact Beth Orlansky at
bethorlansky@gmail.com.
Please join us to honor Beth Israel’s Sisterhood
On Friday, January 8, 2016 for Shabbat Services at
6:15
Guest Speaker: Fredi Bleeker.

Meals on Wheels has an immediate need for
the following:
Individual fruit containers for 14
Dessert to serve 14
Rolls/bread (Parker House, frozen biscuits) for 14
Vegetables other than green beans and corn. Four
regular size cans will serve 14 people or a couple of
large bags of frozen vegetables.
PLEASE NO GREEN BEANS OR CORN.
Items should be taken to the Temple kitchen. Put
things needing to be frozen in the kitchen freezer
clearly marked MOW. Canned goods can be put on
the shelf next to the old, broken ice maker on the hot
food line in the kitchen.

SISTERHOOD—-IT’S THE BEST!!!!

There will be a Special oneg following services.
Cheryl Katz
Mindy Humphrey
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Sisterhood Calendar—2016
JANUARY, 2016
Sisterhood Board Meeting

Sunday, January 3, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Friday, January 8, 2016
6:15 p.m. Service

Sisterhood Shabbat
Co-chairs Mindy Humphrey
and Cheryl Katz

Special Oneg following services

FEBRUARY, 2016
Martinis & Manicures
Chairperson-Tammy Rubinsky
MARCH, 2016
Bazaar Set-up

Thursday, February 11, 2016
6:00 p.m. (outside location)
Sunday, March 27, 2016
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 30, 2016

BAZAAR
APRIL, 2016
Sisterhood Board Meeting
Sisterhood Luncheon
2nd Seder
MAY, 2016
Sisterhood Board Installation
Shabbat

Sunday, April 3, 2016
8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Location TBA
Saturday, April 23, 2016
6:00 p.m.
Friday, May 13, 2016
6:15 p.m.
Special Oneg following Services

Please join Rabbi Stephen Wylen in the Beth Israel
Library for the next interesting and enlightening
learnings on:
JUDAISM'S GREAT DEBATES
Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Moses vs. Korah
The Divine Source of Religious Authority

Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will be held at
the Temple on Sunday, February 28th at 11:00 a.m.
Our February selection is In the Unlikely Event by Judy
Blume. Please plan to join us. See the edited Amazon
summary bellow:
In 1987, Miri Ammerman returns to her hometown of
Elizabeth, New Jersey, to attend a commemoration of
the worst year of her life. Thirty-five years earlier, when
Miri was fifteen, and in love for the first time, a
succession of airplanes fell from the sky, leaving a
community reeling. Against this backdrop of actual
events that Blume experienced in the early 1950s,
when airline travel was new and exciting and everyone
dreamed of going somewhere, she paints a vivid portrait of a particular time and place—Nat King Cole
singing “Unforgettable,” Elizabeth Taylor haircuts,
young (and not-so-young) love, explosive friendships,
A-bomb hysteria, rumors of Communist threat. And a
young journalist who makes his name reporting
tragedy. Through it all, one generation reminds another
that life goes on.
In the Unlikely Event is vintage Judy Blume, with all the
hallmarks of Judy Blume’s unparalleled storytelling,
and full of memorable characters who cope with loss,
remember the good times and, finally, wonder at the
joy that keeps them going.

Tuesday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Geiger vs. Hirsh vs. Frankel
The Three Streams of Modern Judaism
Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00 p.m.
Ben Zakkal vs. the Zealots
Is it Noble to Resist or to Submit?
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Education Spotlight
Message from Rabbi Kassoff
At our last confirmation class before we broke for winter holidays, Rabbi
Wylen taught a lesson about the Jewish calendar: how it works and how it developed
over the centuries; its relationship to the sun and the moon, to Shabbat, and to other
calendrical systems; and how it organizes and even shapes our lives. I’ve been
thinking a lot about his last point: the calendars we live by have an impact on our
behavior, on what we do and where we go—even on how we feel!
For example, imagine if suddenly March 1st were declared the first day of
the Gregorian year? Suddenly, we’d be planning celebrations for the end of February
instead of December. That “fresh start” feeling we get when we get to write a new
number for the year would move forward two months. I’ve always felt fortunate as an
American Jew to have two new years to celebrate. Even though we mark Rosh
Hashanah and January 1 in completely different ways, both offer us opportunities for
reflection, introspection, goal-setting, even teshuva.
Our Jewish calendar gives us many opportunities to live according to its
rhythms. Most significantly, each week beginning just before sundown Friday and
ending after sundown Saturday, the Jewish calendar says “Shabbat.” Yet our secular
world does everything it can to distract and divert us from feeling the profound
spiritual difference between the seventh day of the week and all the other days.
Traditional Jews devote twenty-five hours each week to making Shabbat special.
While this may not be practical for some of us, we can still make a start. Every one of
us can find something, however small, to acknowledge the sanctity of Shabbat.
We might light candles and say a blessing on Friday evening before
everyone scatters. Perhaps we plan a leisurely breakfast with our family or friends
each Saturday, intentionally taking the opportunity to catch up with one another. If
soccer keeps us away from Shabbat services, perhaps we find an appropriate
Jewish prayer to say, alone or with family, before every game (I know a couple of
rabbis who can help). Maybe it’s a Shabbat afternoon nap, or a Havdalah habit. Maybe we even take an hour or two to attend a Shabbat service, or Torah study, or both!
Whatever works for you, I encourage you, this New Year, to look for more
ways to live by our Jewish calendar. For imbuing our lives with Judaism, with holiness, nothing’s better. Wishing you and your family all blessings in 2016.

Money for Israel Travel
The Hans and Donna Sternberg Israel
Youth Scholarship Program

The Jewish Federation of Greater Baton
Rouge is offering $3,000 scholarships to
those students attending the NFTY L’dor
V’dor program in Israel, through the
generosity of The Hans and Donna
Sternberg Israel Youth Scholarship
Program. Not need-based, but limited.
Deadline for submission is January 31,
2016. Contact Rabbi Kassoff or Abram or
Hannah Orlansky for more information
and application form

Religious School
Hebrew: January 6, 13, 20
Sunday: January 10, 17, 24, 31
Special dates, mark your calendars!
School tefilah on the 17th to honor
the life’s work of MLK, Jr.,
and the role of the Jewish
community in advancing Civil
Rights.
Tu Bishevat outing, January 24th,
parents invited
First-Second-Third Grade Family
Education, January 31
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Rabbi Stephen Wylen will be serving as our rabbi
part-time throughout the year.
Rabbi Wylen will be in Jackson:
January 12-February 9, 2016
Please feel free to contact him at:
smwylen@gmail.com or mobile at 973-768-3942 to set
up a meeting, invite him to a family dinner, etc.

Pledge forms are now due.
Thank you to all that have submitted. If you haven’t
completed a pledge form, you are able to submit the
information electronically at
http://www.123contactform.com/form-1513954/
Annual-Pledge-For-2016-Form.
Everyone who wants to remain on the membership
roster must submit a pledge form.

STEWPOT LUNCH SCHEDULE
FOR 2016
Here is the schedule for Stewpot Lunch Duty

Save the Dates
Jewish Cinema Mississippi
January 27, 28 and 30, 31, 2016
For more information www.jewishcinemams.com

BIC/McLeod Elementary Literacy Day
December 17, 2015

January 25-28
March 28-31
June 6-9
October 31-November 3
We're supposed to have 5 people per day MondayThursday during our weeks. Please come when reminded
and encourage others to join you-men and women are welcome.
As usual, a reminder of the schedule will be sent
the week before.
Contact Beth Orlansky at: bethorlansky@gmail.com

STEWPOT PANTRY SCHEDULE
FOR 2016
Here is the schedule for Stewpot Pantry
February 29-March 4
April 25-29
June 27-July 1
September 5-9
December 12-16
We must have 2 people per day Monday-Friday during our
weeks. Please come when reminded and encourage others
to join you--men and women are welcome.
As usual, a reminder of the schedule will be sent
the week before.
Contact Beth Orlansky at: bethorlansky@gmail.com
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
BITY

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND

GENERAL FUND
For the Recovery of Erik Hearon—Bea Gavant
In Memory of Ira Rubin – Gavin Brannan
CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of Dad—Ric Gavant
In Memory of Myron [Gavant] —Ric Gavant
In Memory of Jill [Gavant] —Ric Gavant
In Memory of Robert Greenberg—Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Marx Rosenzweig— Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Irwin Ross— Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Sam Steeg— Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Morris Rosenzweig— Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Rose Rosenzweig— Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Ira Rubin— Helen Greenberg
In Memory of Mark Greenberg— Helen Greenberg
In Honor of Gilbert Sollek—Anonymous
Judith and Josh Wiener
January Birthdays
3
Greg Pollack
3
Drew Harris
4
Joy Roffwarg
5
Peter Sharp
6
Arty Finkelberg
7
Eric Schipper
7
Sophie Sharp
8
David Taub
10
Carol Kossman
11
Bernard Blumenthal
12
Jackalyn Schwartz
13
Shelley Crunk
14
Katy Barham
16
Michael Balfour
16
Kimberly Schneider
17
Caroline Metz
19
Mikaela Phillips
22
Andrew Johnson
22
Bob Lazarus
23
Alachua Haskins
25
Ellen Alexander
25
Jennifer Rosenberg
26
Daniel Kolodney
26
Sheryl Davidson
27
Gabriel Freedman
28
Dov Liverman
28
Asher Katz
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
MUSIC FUND
PROGRAM FUND

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPP

ENDOWMENT FUND
Helen Greenberg
Ric Gavant
Sidney Mack
BITY
In Memory of Celeste & D. H. Orkin—L. O. Koff

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of Ira Rubin—Gavin Brannan
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
In Memory of Ira Rubin—Gavin Brannan

28
28
29
29
29
31
31

Marla Harbor
Marcy Nessel
Laura Ginsberg
Nina Humphrey
Helene Johnson
Izabella Ivshin
Stuart Rockoff

January Anniversaries
3
Macy and Susan Hart
4
Mike Lehman and Lique Coolen
4
Peter and Tamar Sharp
17
Arty and Amy Finkelberg
17
Gary and Shirley Eriksen
18
Kenneth and Michele Schipper
19
Peter and Jarmila Zapletal
26
Robbie and Marcia Barron
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for January 2016
January 1-2
Jacobo Jose Fijman
Rose Kirby
Phillip Patton
January 3-9
*Greer Beth Pollack
Pauline Samuels
Sally Spiegel
*Adolph Joseph Orkin, Sr.
Toby Grossman
Hassiba Ifrah Elfassy
*Bertha Helen Geiger
Max Turteltaub
*Rosa Wolff Schwartz
Edward Byous
*Morris Priebatsch
Joseph Sawyer
Dorene Norma Bowley
Beatrice Binder
*Frances Berman
*Julian Wiener
Marily Leona Sherwood

January 10-16
Sadie Jacobs
Lester Lasky
Ada Berman Daniel
Leah Grossman Kantor
Ida Stein
*Anne Garshman Goldberg
Shirley Goodman
Maurice Luxenberg
Dora S. Orlansky
Shirley Goodman
Ephram Cohen
Bernard Stein
Tom Underwood
Marshall Nirenberg
Hayena Gorelik
Sol A. Lind
*Cecille Shornick
Raymond Docter

January 17-23
Joen Mykoff
*Rhea C. Shindell
Anita Kaminsky
Abe Rones
Lottie Brady
Florine Abrams
Pam Mintz
*Erna Ascher
Leon Shipper

Edward Hulick
Jimmy Gordon
James Lucien Loeb
Joseph Fisher
*Judy Feldman
Jennie Rosenzweig
Mark Berger
*William Hirsch

January 24-30
*Mae Freedman
*Alfred Sternberg
*Thelma Mitchell
*Abby Hesdorffer
*Adolph H. Schwartz
Eva Marmel
Januay 31-February 6
William Friedman
*Lee Lehman Gotthelf
Abram Hyman Orlansky
Phoebe Abraham Spencer
Viola Lucus

*Memorial Alcove

