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Our new President has a Jewish daughter, son-in-law
and grandchildren.

Combatting
Anti-Semitism

Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner

Many of you may be following the recent resurgence in
anti-Semitism that our country has experienced. Among
some of the most disconcerting events we’ve seen have
been anti-Semitic graffiti painted onto Jewish homes,
synagogues, gravestones and a Massachusetts public
school, the defacement of the sign of Hebrew Union
College in Cincinnati with a swastika, and the attempts
by white supremacist Richard Spencer to hold an armed
rally in the midst of the Jewish community in Whitefish,
Montana.
Is this the signal of the end of the American Jewish
dream? I don’t believe so. I do believe that certain
political factors have emboldened some of the
anti-Semites who live among us to become more
brazen about their views and willing to use a certain
amount of intimidation to get their point across.
But I also believe that these groups are an aberration, a
very small number of people who do not represent the
overall values of American culture.
The last several decades have represented a period of
time in which almost all of the last vestiges of
anti-Semitism in America have been suppressed.
In the Pew organization’s most recent study (2014) of
how Americans view different religious groups, Jews
were once again rated at the top in terms of positive
perceptions. This has been a consistently high number
for over a decade of these Pew studies.
In the most recent presidential election, the religious
affiliation of the one major Jewish candidate was never
an issue and seemed to have absolutely no negative
consequences on his candidacy.

In Montana, the Democratic Governor and the
Republican State Attorney General co-authored a letter
warning that anti-Semites will find no safe haven in
Montana. Other signatories (all from Montana) to this
letter were Democratic Senator Jon Tester, Republican
Senator Steve Daines and Republican Congressman
Ryan Zinke.
This is not the first time there has been a (temporary)
proliferation of anti-Semitism. During the late 1980’s
the racist Identity Church went on a spree of antiSemitic intimidation and vandalism and a group called
“The Order” murdered a Jewish radio talk show host.
Those groups were broken up by the FBI for criminal
activities and fell into dissolution due to a lack of
support for their agenda.
Now is not a time to panic; rather, it is a time to be
vigilant. The Anti-Defamation League does an
outstanding job monitoring antisemitism around the
country. Keeping tabs on these activities and reporting
them to the ADL helps protect the safety of our
institutions and our people. Friends of the Jewish
community are found in the FBI, the local police
departments and the many community organizations
in our cities. Churches in particular are often allies
in the fight against antisemitism.
The fact is that there are indeed disturbing stories
occurring around the country. But like the previous
upsurges of American anti-Semitism, I believe, based
on the history of the American Jewish experience, that
this too will disintegrate after a period of time. And in
the meantime, let us be vigilant in noticing and reporting any anti-Semitic incidences. And let’s strengthen the
relationships we have with government officials,
community organizations and local churches to keep
these contacts strong to be able to battle all forms of
prejudice throughout our country.

From the President...
Past, Present and Future and back again…
As we look towards our special 50th Anniversary Service and celebration of our current
building, I was asked what I remember about the old temple building. I responded that
I didn’t remember a thing – because I was consecrated, had my bat mitzvah, was
Confirmed and married on this bima at 5315 Old Canton Road! I, along with so many
others, have wonderful memories of worship, holiday celebrations and special friendships
here at Beth Israel. Please join us on February 24th for services as we celebrate the past,
Michele Schipper
find ourselves immersed in the present and look towards the future of our congregation.
President
Next month, we have more 50th Anniversary events in the works as we plan for our 50th
BIC bazaar. There are many opportunities to volunteer prior to and the day of the bazaar, March 29th. Please
read inside and be a part of making our 50th a great success!
Back to the present…I want to thank you for returning your pledge forms. We have received a majority of the
forms and, as this Chailights goes to print, we are currently at $9,478 towards the pledge match. Thank you to all!
We only have $522 more to go to meet our goal! It’s not too late to send in your form!! Please help us meet our
goal.
And now to the future…We are working on the next phase of the Gus Waterman Herrman Holocaust Memorial
Garden. In addition to benches and signage, we are also looking for -YOU - volunteer docents who will be trained
to give tours of the memorial to visitors to Jackson, church groups, school groups, etc. This memorial is a wonderful
addition to Beth Israel Congregation. We want to educate the greater community about the Holocaust, Holocaust
survivor Gilbert Metz, z’’l, and Gus Waterman Herrman, z’’l, for whom this memorial is named. It’s important to
teach about the atrocities that occurred during the Holocaust, and do what we can to learn from the past so we all,
may have a bright future.

INTRODUCING THE CRASH COURSE
IN JEWISH HISTORY
A six week class getting a brief overview of the
entirety of Jewish history.
Taught by Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner
Wednesday nights at 7:30 in the Temple Library
February 1, 2017
(NO CLASS FEBRUARY 8, 2017)
February 15, 2017
February 22, 2017
March 1, 2017
March 8, 2017
Please RSVP to Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner at
rabbijkl@bethisraelms.org
“Suggested donation for non-members: $10 per class”
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Sisterhood Spotlight:
A Message from the Sisterhood Co-Presidents

“There is no one giant step that does it. It's a lot of little steps." ~Peter A. Cohen
This quote is so fitting for our Sisterhood membership -- our TEAM -- and ALL of the amazing and hard
work that is being done for the 50th Celebration of our Temple in its current building, AND BIC's 50th
Bazaar on March 29, 2017! 50 years!! These achievements are all possible because of the dedication, commitment and desires of BIC members to "take more steps" in the right direction. We are thrilled for this
milestone celebration.
Our Sisterhood Board has chosen to hold our special Sisterhood Shabbat this year on February 24, 2017
in conjunction with the Temple's tribute to 50 years in our building -- because who we are, and what
we are doing IS a result of where we've been and what we've learned along the way. We are extremely
excited to highlight and honor our Temple's community during these amazing and unified 50th
celebrations.
So, THANK YOU to everyone for working so hard planning, organizing, cooking, sharing the word with
our local community about the 50th Bazaar. We look forward to a wonderful & successful event.
BIC continues to support Meals on Wheels & Stewpot, which are both so extremely important and
necessary for many local individuals. The following items are needed:
Stewpot:
Jelly (to go with peanut butter)
Grits
Sugar
Oatmeal
Canned Meat of all kinds, such as tuna, salmon, chicken, hash, spam
Meals on Wheels:
Individual fruit cups
Canned vegetables -- it takes 4-5 of the regular sized cans to serve 16 people
Spaghetti
Spaghetti sauce in a jar
Thank you, again, for all of your support with Sisterhood!
Respectfully yours,
Frankie Springer and Suzanne Freedman,
Co-Presidents

Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will be held at the Temple on Sunday, February 19, at
11:00 a.m. Our February selection is God Knows by Joseph Heller, the author of Catch-22. After
a lively discussion of The Secret Chord, we decided to read/re-read Heller’s God Knows for another
perspective on the life of the Biblical King David. Please plan to join us.
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Happy 2017, everyone! I hope you're as excited as I am
to carry the happy into March and this year's Bazaar!
We're seeing that happiness once again as Sisterhood
members, Brotherhood members, and even those that
aren't members, have eagerly stepped to the plate to
create a fabulous 50th event.
I am happy to announce that Paula Erlich has agreed to
become my Bazaar Co-Chairman for 2017. Paula
brings a wealth of Beth Israel experience in all facets of
temple life, not to mention that she is one of the hardest
and happiest workers and that can only mean success.
She said "YES”! Thank you, Paula.

50th Annual
Beth Israel Bazaar
March 29, 2017

We want to give an especially warm welcome to Natalia
Ustinova. Natalia, a new member here at BIC, will be
with us on Bazaar day and has volunteered to make
some of her favorite Russian desserts! We're thrilled to
welcome her to the BIC and Sisterhood families.
January through March will be filled with our other
talented cooks busy in the kitchen while many others
ready their individual booths in order to make March
29th a success.
We are now working on contacting volunteers who are
willing and able to give their time so be ready to answer
the call - we're excited to hear that "yes!" - and look
forward to working with you as we look toward
March 29th!
JoAnn Gordon
Bazaar Co-Chair

WE NEED YOUR HELP
FOR THE 50TH
We need pictures of Temple events
and our members - both past and
present. We also need lots of pictures
from past Bazaars.
Please contact Debra Jacobs,
Tamar Sharp, Susan Fijman or
Jo Ann Gordon if you have pictures
we can use.

Thank You!
We Shared Beth Israel’s Warmth
by delivering 64 new blankets to
Stewpot Community Services.
Our goal was to collect and deliver 50 new blankets.
Thanks to everyone who participated and helped
us exceed our goal.
Due to the success of the blanket drive, we
may do a repeat in 2017!
(pictured Rabbi JKL, Dana Larkin, Susan Fijman and
Jill Barnes Buckley, Executive Director of Stewpot)
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Preparations have begun for the
BIC 50th Annual Bazaar’s Silent Auction
and we are hoping for a record breaking year.
We are asking every member to donate at least 2 items.
Items of any value are appreciated, as long as the items are new.
Gift Cards are always welcomed!!
Drop off items at the Gift Shop,
Sundays 9 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and
Wednesdays 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Ask your barber, manicurist, yard worker, pool company,
masseuse, mechanic, housekeeper, etc.
Restaurants that you frequent will be happy
to help a loyal customer. Ask them to promote
their business while helping your Temple at the same time.

For any questions, to get a donor receipt form,
or to arrange a time to drop off your items contact:
Esther Roberts 901-230-8963
travelwithesther@yahoo.com
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Cooking Schedule for the 50th Beth Israel Bazaar
March 29, 2017
Want to learn how to make your favorite Jewish foods or
just want to join us in the kitchen for fun, conversation and
cooking! The Beth Israel Bazaar is fast approaching, and
cooking will begin in January.
If you are interested, please contact Paula Erlich, Cooking
Coordinator at (601) 946-5677 or paulaerl@aol.com.
Thank you in advance to all our chairs and helping hands
for your support!
Cooking Dates for the Bazaar
Matzah
Balls

Kugel

Carrot
Tzimmes

Rebecca Laskin
Sunday, January 29, 2017—
Shift 1—9:00-11:00 a.m.
Shift 2— 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
rebecca@laskintherapygroup.com
Betsy Samuels
Sunday, February 5, 2017
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
betsyrsamuels@hotmail.com
Beth Orlansky
Sunday, February 5, 2017
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
bethorlansky@gmail.com

Cabbage

Charna Schlakman
Friday, March 10, 2017
Saturday, March 11, 2017—3:00-6:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 12, 2017
Shift 1—9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Shift 2—12:30-3:00 p.m.
charna515@aol.com

Chicken
Soup

Susan Hart and Bill Gordon
March 26, 2017—9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
sshart@prodigy.net

Babaganoush

Lynda Balfour
March 27, 2017—9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
lyndabalfour@yahoo.com

Chopped
Liver

Cheryl Katz (no cooking date required)
wckatz601@aol.com

Hummus
& Tabouli

Sally Cohen
March 28, 2017—10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.
sallysteincohen@gmail.com
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It's time to find your treasures. We are now collecting for
White Elephant for our 50th Beth Israel Bazaar.
Start cleaning out your drawers and closets and give us your
unique items. Something new this year is that we will be
collecting small furniture items in addition to household
items, jewelry, purses, scarves, new clothing with tags,
and children's items.
WE WILL NOT BE TAKING ANY ELECTRONICS
If you need any help getting them to us, please contact:
Charna Schlakman 954-629-1371 or
Melanie Dobel - 601 259 - 8565
We will have a storage locker to be determined when items
can be dropped off there.

By 1962, after only twenty years in our
Woodrow Wilson Avenue temple, the
congregation began to plan construction of
a new, larger house of worship. In 1964,
Beth Israel bought a plot of land on Old
Canton Road, in northeast Jackson, the
part of the city many of our members had settled in. The
following year, the congregation launched a campaign to
raise $300,000 for the new building. In 1965, we broke
ground on Beth Israel’s new home.
On March 19, 1967, Beth Israel held the last service at the
Woodrow Wilson temple and the first in the new Old Canton
Road temple during an elaborate ecumenical dedication
ceremony. Thirteen Christian ministers, as well as the rabbis
from Meridian and Vicksburg, took part in the dedication,
which began with a procession to the new synagogue. The
procession culminated with Catholic Bishop Joseph Brunini
and Episcopal Bishop John Allina giving the congregation
silver mezuzahs, which were affixed to the outside of the new
temple’s front doors. Ministers from African American
churches, including Mount Helm Baptist Church and Farish
Street Baptist Church, also took part in the procession.
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Please join us
for a special Shabbat
as we celebrate the
50th Anniversary
of Beth Israel Congregation’s Fifth House

6:15 p.m.
February 24, 2017

Oneg to immediately follow service
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Religious School
Religious School calendar:
Sunday, February 5, 12, 26
Wednesday, February 1, 8, 15, 22
TubiShevat seder, February 12, 11:30 am. Parents welcome; rsvp to Rabbi Kassoff
(debra@bethisraelms.org)
Grade K-2 Family Education, February 26th, 9:30-noon
February 26th
BITY meeting in the BITY lounge, noon
pizza will be served

Save the date:
Purim Carnival—March 5th—11:30 am-1:30 pm
BITY auction--games—bounce house—refreshments—cake walk—and more!
Bring your friends—proceeds go to support BITY programming.
Hamantaschen available at the carnival and for pre-order—see insert for order form
and details.

Please join our family in celebration as
Parker Randal Lowe
is called to the Torah for his Bar-Mitzvah
Saturday, February 11, 2017
10:00 AM
Lunch immediately following services

Please join our family in celebration as
Gabriel Ben Freedman
is called to the Torah for his Bar-Mitzvah
Saturday, February 18, 2017
10:15 AM
Kiddush Oneg immediately following services
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BIC Take-Home Booth
Fifty years ago next month, Beth Israel Congregation moved into our new building on Old Canton
Road. A month later our congregation established one of the most well-known traditions in the
Jackson area – the Beth Israel Bazaar!

February Birthdays
1
David Docter
2
John Craig
2
Robert Levingston
3
Jay Hesdorffer
3
Efrem Lehman
3
Rachel Lehman
4
Chris Myers
5
Melissa Daniel
7
Theresa Priebatsch
7
Susan Fijman
10 Jonathan Norris
10 Aleicia Wiedemann
11 Eli Abeles
11 Hannah Kaminsky
12 Harold Kolodney
12 Steve Jacobson
14 Shelby Barham
14 Shirley Eriksen
15 Susan Hart
18 Chloe Edwards-Stowe
18 Betsy Samuels
19 Joseph Samuels
20 Caroline Samuels
21 David Norris
22 William Howell
22 Ruth Docter
22 William Orlansky
23 Debra Jacobs
23 Dave Miller
24 Honorine Weiss
26 William Morris
26 Matthew Dobel
27 Mary Ann Schwartz
27 Zoey Rockoff

On Wednesday, March 29, 2017, we hold our 50th annual BIC Bazaar – a celebration of Jewish
culture, food and fun.
The Take Home Booth’s success is dependent upon every member’s participation with baking
and cooking. This year we are modernizing our sign-up process by using SignUp.com to
organize everyone’s contributions of casseroles, desserts, breads, etc.
Please follow the directions below to register the list of your home-made delicacies available to
our guests on the day of the bazaar.
Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:
1)

Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/nwBvMM

2)

Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.

3)

Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on
SignUp.com.

If you have any questions about this internet-based computer program, please contact Frankie
Springer at 601-383-1209 or fmspringer5@gmail.com. If you’d rather let us know by phone or
email what you would like to prepare, also contact Frankie or Dana Larkin at 601-291-7335 or
danaflarkin@gmail.com.
We need your food commitments by the end of February so that we can presell and prepare
our booth. Remember that the more you bake or cook, the greater our success when we wrap
up our 50th Bazaar.
Thank you for your volunteerism and commitment to Beth Israel!
Sincerely,
Dana Larkin and Frankie Springer

BIC
WELCOMES

Anchor and
Head of English News
at Israel Television

Aryeh O’Sullivan
Tuesday
February 21, 2017
7:30 p.m.
in BIC Sanctuary

Originally from Mississippi, this Israeli journalist
will share with us his knowledge about the current
status of Israel and its neighbors and their
converging interests.

February Anniversaries
10 Phil and Sally Cohen
18 Irv and Trenia Feldman
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
BITY

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
MUSIC FUND
PROGRAM FUND
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPP
HOLOCAUST FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND

GENERAL FUND

Donation — Morgan & Aaron Samuels
In Memory of A. J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Honor of BIC Staff—Amy & Arty Finkelberg

In Memory of Lou Shornick—Joyce & Art Salomon
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Cindy Yelverton, Sitters, LLC
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Cynthia M. Lyons
In Memory of Lou Shornick—David Case
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Gretchen Gulmon
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Nell & Edward Wall
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Rachelle Geiger
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Valerie & Jonathan Cohen
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Lynn & Roger Rosenfield
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Aaron Trubman
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Erin & David Brower
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Joyce Hinkley
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Ellen Fentress
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Liz Serpa

CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of T. S. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Suzanne & Helene Rotwein
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Lauren Rosenbaum Brown
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Lynda & Eric Balfour
In Memory of Manny Crustal—Lynn Crystal
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Mindy & Clay Humphrey
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Tamar & Peter Sharp
In Honor of the Cemetery Committee—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
ENDOWMENT FUND
Donation—Kathryn Wiener
In Honor of BIC Finance Committee—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
TIKKUN OLAM FUND
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Jeri Rosen Saper

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Lynda & Eric Balfour

RABBI’s DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Marcia & Robbie Barron
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Sue & Bobby Jacobs
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI
Lauren Rosenbaum Brown
Kimberly & Gary Schneider
MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT FUND
Donation—Paula & Edward Erlich

Join us at the inaugural
Beth Israel Pop-Up Tent and Bazaar Preview for Foodies
at 5:00 until ... on Thursday, March 2, 2017
The Pop-Up will feature some of the Bazaar’s best food choices
and you won’t want to miss this first-ever event in the history
of Beth Israel.
See you in Fondren on March 2nd.
Look for the tent with our BIC Bazaar Banner!
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for February 2017
1/29/2017-2/4/2017
Eva Marmel
Shirley Goodman
Lottie Brady
Bruno Marcus
Abram Hyman Orlansky
*Lee Gotthelf
Phoebe Cleve Spencer
William Friedman
Viola Lucus
Edward Hulick
Joen Mykoff
James Lucien Loeb
Harry Magidson
Jimmy Gordon
*Judy Feldman
Jennie Rosenzweig
2/5/2017-2/11/2017
Mark Berger
June Grundfest
*William Hirsch
Jeffrey Korelitz
*Augusta Engel Lehman
M. A. Lewis

*Ruth Taub
Edith Sherman
Benjamin Berendt
Riki Hoffberg
Erwin Adler
2/12/2017-2/18/2017
Avi Schaefer
*Minnie Ascher
*Ettie Cohen
Joe Pepper
Sidney Pollack
Joe Stern
Reba Gavant
Louis Binder
Celia B. Abromson
Joseph Fisher
Frank Kuerschner
Lillian Horton
Maggie Weaver
*A. D. Oppenheim
2/19/2017-2/26/2017
Milton Smith
Gailynn Ava Pollack

Ruth Feldman
Esther Segal
Muriel Merlin
Phillip Eisenstatt
Henry Greenberg
Fannie Swartz
Irene Cessna
Betty Kreisman
*Ruth Muskin
Sarah Nechamkin
Yonodav Allouche
Irwin Ross
Camilla Wahba
2/26/2017-3/4/2017
Ruth Chamow
Esther Levin
Dave Fisher
*Bessie Shornick
Marilyn Schur
Max Millstein
Sadie Shapero
Jean Rosen
Edward Schur
*Max Sebulsky

John Hart Lewis
Adeline Fish
Mary Sher
Lois Krock
H. Fish
Giglio Giammarco
Isaac Mykoff
Isidore Dreyfus
Rose Fox
*Eugene Hesdorffer, Sr.
Richard Brown

*Memorial Alcove

