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Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 

   How Should We Welcome Shabbat? 

 

   I was once speaking with an Orthodox colleague about Shabbat.  He told me about the time when a 

   young man came into his congregation dressed in shorts.   Several of this rabbi’s congregants came 

   up to him and demanded, “Rabbi – aren’t you going to go up to him and say something??” and the 

   rabbi looked at the man with consternation, turned to his congregants and declared, “I sure am!  

   I’m going right up to that man and I’m going to tell him Shabbat Shalom!” 

  

   The way I see it is that if we were to demand people to dress in accordance with certain standards, 

then people who don’t get dressed up sometimes just don’t show up. How sad it would be knowing that we could have more 

people at services were it not for a perceived dress code. 

 

Sometimes people ask me about attire.  Here is my approach to the question:  I am concerned for the spiritual well being of our 

congregants, the educational needs of our children, the involvement of our members and the future of the Jewish community.  

I’m not the wardrobe police. 

 

Would I want people coming to services in short, torn jeans and old T-Shirts?  Absolutely not. But having a “dressy casual” 

seems reasonable to me.  If someone wants to join us in a less than formal, less dressy but still respectful attire—I think               

anything we can do to enhance participation at services and make people feel more comfortable and more relaxed about being 

at services, filling our congregation with relaxed people happy to be celebrating Shabbat together – what more could one want 

from a Jewish community? 

 

And if someone comes in to services dressed in a way that I think is not quite appropriate even according to the                    

suggestions I just made – I’m going to have to march right up to them … and wish them a Shabbat Shalom! 

 

And so should you. 

Please join us for the Second Seder to be held 

 at Beth Israel Congregation 

April 11th @ 6:00 p.m. 

led by Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner 

 

Come participate, enjoy a delicious meal,  

and savor some Passover treats! 

 

RSVP to Esther Roberts @ 901-230-8963 or  

travelwithesther@yahoo.com by April 1st 

 

Cost: $20.00 per person for adults (18 and older),  

$10.00 for kids (6-17),  

and free for children 5 & under 

 



FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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BETH ISRAEL OFFICE HOURS  

 

Monday: CLOSED 

Tuesday: 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

Friday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 

        Closed for lunch: 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

  

REMINDER 

 

  Article Deadline for the following: 

 

CHAILIGHTS 

1st FRIDAY OF  EVERY MONTH 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT LEAFLET 

1:30 P.M. Wednesday 

Michele Schipper 
President 

 
Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner’s Crash Course 

 will resume Wednesday night, April 5th at 7:30 

p.m. in the BIC Library with the discussion of the 

American Jewish Community, the Holocaust and 

the State of Israel 

 
 

We’ve had such a busy spring thus far.  As this Chailights goes to print, we are just days  

away from our 50th annual bazaar!  Thank you to everyone who cooked, baked, set up, 

volunteered, purchased items and encouraged community members and friends to join  

us for this fabulous annual event.  Many thanks to all on a job well done! 

 

Passover is around the corner.  All members and guests are invited to join us at Beth Israel for 

the Second Seder on Tuesday, April 11, with advance reservations.  Please see the BIC blast or 

inside Chailights for more information.   

 

In addition to that wonderful experience, we also try to match people who are looking for a seat at a Seder table for first 

night Seder on April 10 and those of you have spots available for guests at your own seder.  If you have seats available at 

your Seder, let me know how many.  If you are looking for a place to go for first Seder, let me know how many seats you 

need.  Please email me, schippermichele@yahoo.com or call me at 601-209-8601 by April 4th, and we will do you our 

best to make a match!   

 

Happy Passover (Chag Pesach Sameach)! 

 

Susan Hart reading to the children at Beth Israel 

Preschool during the 50th Celebration 

mailto:schippermichele@yahoo.com


Sisterhood Spotlight 
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"Do what you do so well that they will want to see it again and bring their friends." - Walt Disney 

  
THIS quote captures Beth Israel Congregation's Annual Bazaar!  THIS is why so many people from our Congregation AND 

our local community come to participate year after year. THIS is what makes all of the hard work so worth it. THIS is why 

the teamwork of BIC's Sisterhood is truly a success. 

  
We want to THANK everyone for a highly successful BIC 50th Bazaar.  Thank you to Sisterhood, and to Jo Ann Gordon and 

Paula Erlich for co-chairing this event and making sure that everything ran smoothly. Thank you to ALL of the committee 

chairs and numerous volunteers for demonstrating the true spirit of "sisterhood" -- and working together for a successful 

event.   

  
THIS success, enthusiasm, dedication, and hard work are so vital to the Temple being able to do the Bazaar -- and do it well - 

again and again. 

  

Here's to another fifty years of the BIC Bazaar!!! 

  

  

Please join us for the following upcoming exciting events:  

  

APRIL 11, 2017 -- Passover 2nd Seder ~ Susan Snyder is the Chairperson.  Please RSVP to Esther Roberts at : 

travelwithestheresther@yahoo.com or call 901-230-8963. 
APRIL 30, 2017 -- General Meeting/Israeli Dancing at the BIC Temple at 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Susan Snyder is the Chairperson 

for this event.  More details will be provided soon.    
MAY, 2017 -- We are in the process of planning a wonderful event for May, so please be sure to look for the information 

soon. 

          Sincerely, 

         Suzanne Freedman & Frankie Springer 

         Co-Presidents 

 
Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will be held at the Temple on Sunday, April 9 at 11:00 a.m.  

Our April selection is Saving Sophie by Ronald Balson.  Please plan to join us.  See the summary  

below. 

 
From Ronald H. Balson, author of Once We Were Brothers, Saving Sophie is the powerful story of the 

lengths a father will go through to protect his daughter and an action-packed thriller that will take you 

on an unforgettable journey of murder and deception, testing the bonds of family and love. 

 
Jack Sommers was just an ordinary attorney from Chicago. That is, until his wife passed away, his 

young daughter was kidnapped, and he became the main suspect in an $88 million dollar embezzlement case. Now, Jack 

is on the run, hoping to avoid the feds long enough to rescue his daughter, Sophie, from her maternal grandfather,              

a suspected terrorist in Palestine.  

 
With the help of the investigative team who first appeared in Once We Were Brothers, Liam and Catherine, and a new 

CIA operative, a secret mission is launched to not only rescue Sophie, but also to thwart a major terrorist attack in                

Hebron. But will being caught in the crossfires of the Palestine-Israeli conflict keep their team from accomplishing the 

task at hand, or can they overcome the odds and save countless lives, including their own? 

mailto:travelwithesther@yahoo.com
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To:  Beth Israel Congregation, Bazaar 

Chairman, Volunteers,  

and Participants 
 

Life has been GOOD for 50 Years of Beth Israel Congregation’s 

Bazaar traditions.  As we know, the word tradition has special 

meaning to the Jewish people, due to the dedication, commit-

ment, passion, and loyalty that we embrace in our daily lives of 

being proud of our Jewish heritage. From year to year and for 50 

years of the Bazaar, it has enabled us to embrace the Jackson 

community while educating, celebrating, and showcasing our 

customs and our traditions. Beth Israel has created a love of  
community by inviting our neighbors, friends, and work partners 

to experience a day like no other. As I have stated before, we 

continue to be strong in our faithfulness and our responsibility to 

open our doors and invite the community to a genuine TASTE 

of Beth Israel Congregation. 
 

Life is BETTER because of our congregational family. We are 

steadfast in our devotion to make sure that this TASTE the  
community receives is about Jewish cooking, Jewish hospitality, 

and our Jewish home of fifty years.  We are assured that when 

our visitors enter and depart through our doors, their take away, 

unquestionably, is one of respect, goodwill, and enlightenment 

from the experience while there.  The halls are filled with 

smiles, laughter, and kindness that is shared and repeated year 

after year. 
 

Life is BEST because of the many individuals that again say my 

favorite word “YES”.  Yes, I will chair, yes, I will cook, yes, I 

will volunteer, and yes, I will work Bazaar day to ensure a  

complete success.  I believe that fifty years ago there were 
possibly not ninety-seven strong and counting volunteers, but 

even if you try to do the math over this period of time, it is mind 

boggling to think of how many times the congregation came 

together and answered the call and said “YES” to the bazaar.  

There are very few members that remember the first Bazaar and 

how it has grown in fifty years.  Our thanks go out to these 
 individuals and the  generations of families that have followed, 

and worked in concert and dedication because of their parents 

and grandparents. 
 

Bazaar life brings many great rewards to me personally. I have 

met people in the Beth Israel family that I would not have  
otherwise known and had the pleasure of working with. I have 

chaired the Bazaar now for eight years and I can say that there is 

not one minute of regret for having said “YES” these years ago 

to my hard working friend, Carol Kossman.  However, this is an 

unusual year and one of a personal challenge.  I called Paula 

Erlich and asked her to Co-Chair with me, and with no hesita-

tion, she accepted. I have come to find out that Paula has more 

energy than the law should allow.  Her wit and good nature is 

contagious, and her dedication to Beth Israel is unwavering. I 

realized I am working with the Beth Israel guru who has served 

and been a part of every aspect of Temple life, not to mention 

her commitment to a successful Bazaar.  Life is not only GOOD, 

but fabulous, having Paula as the knowledgeable Co-Chairman 

that she is.   
 

Having stated that I have met and am now working with new 

people in my life, I have to say that Frankie Springer and  
Suzanne Freedman are as organized and easy to work with as 

Co-Presidents of Beth Israel Sisterhood and always with a 
willingness to be there for Paula and me.  There is not a day that 

goes by that I do not have a shout out from Frankie and Suzanne 

just checking in and offering up their time and help. With this 

being said, I have been very fortunate in my eight years and my 

tenure as chairman to work with dedicated Sisterhood  
Co-Presidents.  The Sisterhood boards through the years are also 

to be commended for their continued allegiance to Bazaar day 

and their support of the Bazaar teams. 
 

I am excited that Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner is with us this year  
especially for the 50th celebration.  He has been so supportive 

and helpful in every way possible.  I am humbled by his 
encouragement and his willingness to be part of the day. I thank 

him for being a great ambassador on behalf of Beth Israel  
Congregational Bazaar and happy to have a Rabbi that is so 

proud of his congregational family and our efforts in the      

community. 
 

I always want to give the biggest shout out to the Temple staff 

each and every year.  Their daily responsibilities keep them busy 

enough, but Rita, Kim, Rabbi Kassoff, and Mr. Jimmie are all 

partners and helpmates before, during, and long after the Bazaar 

is complete.  The Brotherhood, soundly led by Mark Fijman, are 

our backs, our shoulders, and as well our collaborators in set up, 

take down, and great can-do attitudes. When you walk through 

the doors the day of the Bazaar, our positive image did not just 

magically appear it was arranged BEST by our wonderful Beth 

Israel Brotherhood. 
 

Thank you from the bottom of mine and Paula’s hearts for 

each of the chairmen that again said “YES” and showed up 

for another year of cooking and leading a booth. The 50th 

anniversary marks a tremendous milestone in the life of our 

Congregation, and, once again, the Bazaar day was filled with 

individuals who worked days, weeks, and months in advance.  

As you can imagine, cooking, organizing, and volunteering to 

be a chairman is a labor of love for our Congregation, but 

what a legacy and example for future generations because of 

unselfish time given.  The Bazaar is what it is for 50 years 

because of each of you. 

 
Beth Israel is forever indebted to Melanie Dobel and Peter 

and Tamar Sharp for their continuous and yearly                 

contributions to the Raffle booth.  These individuals never 

have to be asked. Melanie is always thinking of Bazaar day 

and comes up with beautiful jewelry that individuals cannot 

wait to try and win. Peter and Tamar are, as well, most                  

generous every year with a wonderful stay at their beautiful 
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(continued from page 4) 

Inn, which delights the visitor of the winning ticket.  I have   

spoken to several of the winners that have been the recipients  

of these fabulous prizes, which also delights the visitor of the 

winning ticket.  I have spoken to several of the winners that 

have been the recipients of these fabulous prizes, and, needless 

to say, it gives the community a wonderful TASTE of Beth 

Israel ideals. 
 

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to always thank the 

Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life for their 

continued support and volunteer time to Beth Israel 
 Congregation’s Bazaar day. Some of us are maturing faster 

than others, and it is a sheer joy to see these young people 
 filling in and working where we need speed and flexibility.  

What a great team to have partner with us.  Also, thanks goes 

out to Henry S. Jacobs Camp for the use of the walkie talkies, 

and forever accommodating our needs.  Our Jewish organiza-

tions are all so important to past, present, and future generations 

and to have them all in the Jackson community is quite a feat 

unto itself. The ISJL and Henry S. Jacobs are such a 

 compliment and a blessing to the life of Beth Israel 

 Congregation’s activities and ongoing programs of work. 
 

What a privilege it has been to chair the Bazaar for eight short 

and glorious years. Reaching the 50th year was a goal and an 

ambition that I strived to complete.  Paula and I both feel very 

honored to have the confidence, the smiles, and the 
encouragement from so many.  It is because of many; never a 

few, that make an event the success that the Beth Israel Bazaar 

has become known. Those that began this journey fifty years 

ago and those that have brought it to where it is today ensures 

its success in the life of the Jackson community for future            

generations. 
 

A TASTE OF GOOD, OF BETTER, AND YES, THE 

BEST!!!!!!!!!!!  As stated every year, “JOB WELL DONE TO 

ALL WHO GAVE OF THEIR TIME, TALENT, AND  

TEAMWORK”.  We made it to the 50th, let’s keep the  
TRADITION going and keep it strong.  Thank you again from 

two very appreciative individuals and Co-Chairmen. 
 

Jo Ann Gordon                      Paula Erlich 

Co-Chairman                              Co-Chairman 

2017 Beth Israel Bazaar                2017 Beth Israel Bazaar  

Scenes from Purim Carnival 
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Religious School  

Religious School calendar: 
Sunday, April  2, 9, 23, 30 

Wednesday, April 5, 12, 19, 26 

April 2 Pre-K Family Ed 

April 9 Model Seder 

 

Save the Date: 
May 12 6:15 p.m. Teacher Appreciation Shabbat 

 
Let’s all take an evening to honor our religious school 

and Hebrew teachers, and let them know how much 

they mean to us. Students will help lead the service. 

RELAY FOR LIFE  

OF MADISON & RIDGELAND 

May 5, 2017  
 
BITY is once again sending a team to the Relay for 

Life to raise funds for cancer research and cancer  
patient support. If you would like to make a donation, 

please send a check made out to “American Cancer 

Society” with “BITY Relay for Life” in the memo 

line. Link for online donations will be forthcoming in 

weekly Blasts. Luminarias in honor and in memory of 

loved ones also available for $10. Contact Rabbi 

Kassoff for more information. 

TOT SHABBAT 

5:30 p.m. April 28th in the library 
A short and sweet Shabbat               

celebration with movement and             

music for our very youngest                      

children and their families. 

 

 

BAGEL BUNCH 
9:45 a.m. April 30th                                      

in preschool room L. 
A Sunday morning hangout for 

our pre-preschool kiddos and 

their parents. 

 
This time, party with the animals—it’s a Noah’s ark 

theme as we nosh and play. 
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL 

BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request: 

GENERAL FUND   MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TIKKUN OLAM FUND 

ENDOWMENT FUND  ONEG FUND   LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND WEBSITE FUND  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND SATURDAY MORNING FUND MUSIC FUND   CEMETERY FUND 

CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD) ART FUND   PROGRAM FUND   JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

BITY    MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD) RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  HOLOCAUST FUND 

CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND   GENERAL FUND  
In Memory of A. J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin  In Memory of David Kweller—Michael, Lisa & Hank Leibowitz 
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels   In Memory of Lou Shornick—Sammy Waxman 
       In Memory of Judy Wahba—Ciindy Yelverton, Sitters, LLC 
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)   In Memory of David Kweller—Rose Mary Foncree 
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Sue Rae & Ken Bishop  In Memory of David Kweller—Jan & David Docter 
       In Memory of Judy Wahba—Kirkland Development, Inc. 
CEMETERY FUND     In Memory of Judy Wahba—Judy & Leonard Boral 
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels   In Memory of Judy Wahba—Cindy & Don Asker 
In Memory of A. J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin     In Memory of J. A. Rosenbaum—Lauren R. Brown 
In Memory of Beverly Gelb—Amy & Arty Finkelberg  In Memory of Judy Wahba—Col. Jerry & Rosemary Thomas 
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Mary Golde & Bill Howell In Memory of Grandpa Lou—The Katz Family 
In Memory of Judy Wahba—Mary Gold & Bill Howell  In Memory of Judy Wahba—Ada May Seltzer 
In Memory of Lorrayne Gavant—Richard Gavant  In Memory of Sue Hailey—Bear Atwood 
In Memory of Jill Gavant—Richard Gavant   In Honor of Sue Rae Brown Bishop’s 75th Birthday—Miriam, Rob,    
In Memory of Gene Hesdorffer—Richard Gavant       Richard & Jacob Smith 
In Memory of David Kweller—Amy & Arty Finkelberg 
In Memory of Judy Wahba—Amy & Arty Finkelberg  50TH BETH ISRAEL CELEBRATION 
In Memory of Fannie Crystal—Lynn Crystal   Beth Israel Sisterhood 
In Memory of David Kweller—Lynn Crystal 
In Memory of Judy Wahba—Lynn Crystal   RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of Lou Shornick—Helen Greenberg  In Memory of Judy Wahba—Bernice & Steve Silverman 
In Memory of Lee Shornick—Helen Greenberg   In Appreciation to the Rabbi for teaching at Mississippi College— 
In Memory of David Kweller—Helen Greenberg    Mary & Ivan D. Park 
In Memory of Albert Wahba—Helen Greenberg  In Appreciation to Rabbi JKL for Gabriel Freedman’s Bar Mitzvah 
In Memory of Judy Wahba—Helen Greenberg   In Appreciation to Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner—Dr. Julius M. Cruse 
 
TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
In Memory of Judy Wahba—Dana & Jonathan Larkin 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1     Max Palmer       16   Zoey Mabry 

4     Janice LeBlanc      17   Tyler Daniel 

4     Suzanne Rotwein      20   Samson Evan 

4     Tamar Sharp       21   Elizabeth Rankin 

5     Helen Leighton      22   Robyn Pollack 

8     Donna Kaminsky      23   Samuel Ginsberg 

8     Sandra Liverman      24   Mariel Kassoff 

8     Bob Berman       25   Donna Orkin 

8     Sue Jacobs       27   Mindi Helschein-Phillips 

12   Richard Snyder      29   Eli Myers 

14   Dana Larkin       29   Harold Kolodney 

14 Don Mitchell       29   Hannah Harris  

15 Dana Schallheim      30   Gilda Hesdorffer 

16 Dan Wiedemann       

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
12     Chris and Rachel Myers 
18     Abram and Hannah Orlansky 
26     Bruce and Charna Schlakman 
27     Harold and Mary Gail Kolodney 
30     David and Tara Blumenthal 
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4/1/2017-4/8/2017 
Joe Schneider 

*Leah Davis 

Dorothy Sherman 

*Toby Rubbinsky 

Joe Schneider 

Buff Hoffberg 

Selma Jacobson 

*Mollye Rones 

Morris Binder 

Jill Sonnabend 

Roselyn Schlesinger 

Joseph Kirsch 

Dinah Pack 

Elik Harry Balkin 

Robyn Levy 

Samuel Ruvinsky 

Biffiel Sartor 

Joe Rubin 

Jennie Landau 

Penia Stotland 

*Ben Kulman 
*Sam Millstein 

*Libby Sollek 

Beatrice Snyder 

Lillian Sawyer 

Lena Pritikin 

Abe Levy 

 

4/9/2017-4/15/2017 

Ann Kulman 

Isaac Elfassy 

David Rozman 

Walter Lipsich 

Jules Wiener 

Jonathan Souweine 

Eugenia Berger 

Luise Draft 

*Nokhim Ivshin 

Leona Patterson 

*Maxwell D Berman 

*J'Net Kulman 

David Harris 

Gerson Solomon 

*Emanuel Burnstein 

Herb Moore 

Bernard Cohen 
Evelyn Nash 

*Benjamin Freedman 

Earl Friedman 

Jane Taubman 

Gerda Stessmann 

 

4/16/2017-4/22/2017 

*Fanny Gordon 

Frederick Atwood 

Adar Allouche 

Esther Eisenberg 

Bernice Lazarus 

Adar Allouche 

Steven Balkin 

*Carl Levy 

Peter Thames 

Clifford Abrams 

Phil Bloom 

Alvin Loeb 

*Maurice Burnstein 

Kolman Katz 

Jack Ginsburg 

Daniel W.Ready, Jr. 

George Segel 

*Mike Binder 
Maureen Clavin 

 

 

4/23/2017-4/29/2017 
Miriam Fratkin 

*Betty Rubinsky 

Eileen Hanf 

Elaine Metz 

*Helene Weill Metz 

Edith Hart 

Yacot Lercher 

*Ruth Stamm Rice 

Lena Mermelstein 

Henerietta Reichek 

*Jacob Mitchell 

Irene Lebed 

Joseph Pollack 

Lena Greenberg 

 

4/30/2017-5/6/2017 

Dorothea Wernicke 

Charles Marsden 

Rene Amdur 

*William Wiener Sr. 

Gerald Crystal 
Anna Gordon 

Michael Wolpin 

*Gerald Crystal 

Helen Weil Loeb 

Eli Abromson 

Abraham Plotkin 

Paul Goodman 

Deborah Danziger 

Milton Stiebel 

Marvin Kirsch 

Lena Katz 

Sally Friedman 

Nick Karno 

Clara Nelson 

Natalie Brown 

Jack Davidson 

Lillian Gerber 

Sydney Chain 

Joe Wilk 

David Alan Hesdorffer 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Memory Alcove 


