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THANK YOU
Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner
I would like to offer my most
sincere gratitude to the
members of Beth Israel
Congregation for your support
Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner
during the time of my family’s
loss this past month. As most of you know my
father-in-law passed in January. This was, of course,
a tremendous loss to Robin. He was truly the patriarch of his family, so his loss was felt not only for his
children but grandchildren, nieces, nephews and
cousins.
And in-laws.
I did not see him simply as a father-in-law but as a
father as well. My own father passed in 1998 and the
love and support my father-in-law gave to me was
truly a blessing. My life is richer for having known
him, and my life is richer for having been part of his
family.
Our congregation stood up for me during this time. I
have been part of this community for only a year and
a half, but the way you treated us made me feel that
we had been part of this community for years. The
messages that Robin and I received, the texts, the
phone calls – all had a significant impact on how we
have felt about this congregation. Truly we had been
welcomed with a wonderful embrace when we
arrived in Jackson. But your words of comfort were
so heartfelt during the time of our loss.
While it would be quite impossible to thank everyone
in my article, I do want to give a special thanks to our
Temple Board for having stepped up and filled in to
take care of our congregational needs during my
absence. I was very disappointed to have missed the
service installing our new board, but our leadership

not only supported, but even encouraged and almost
demanded that I remain with my family during this loss
instead of returning to the congregation for this service.
I am very grateful to all of those who stepped up and
made this happen. And I am grateful to our entire
community for your support in our time of loss.
Thank you, Beth Israel Congregation.


CLASSES BY RABBI KURTZ-LENDNER
Join us for one or more of these new adult education classes Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner will be offering. These classes
will be held in the BIC Library.
BRUSHING UP ON HEBREW
A class for those who know the Hebrew alphabet and are
at the beginning of being able to read words in the prayer
book but who would like to become more proficient in
Hebrew reading.
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. February 14 and February 28, March 14
and March 28, April 11 and April 25, May 9 and May 23.
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM
While this class is an “introduction” class, whether you
feel you know a little or a lot about Judaism this will be a
general class and anyone regardless of proficiency will
enjoy the class.
6:00 p.m. February 6, March 6, April 3 and April 17,
May 1, May 15 and May 29.
FEEDING BODY AND SOUL
A lunchtime class in which we will discuss a variety of
topics with Jewish values as the point of departure.
12:00 p.m. February 8, March 8, April 12 and April 26,
May 10 and May 24.

From Our President
WHY do we do the Bazaar?

I asked some of our members this question, and

here’s what they said:
It is the one day a year the rest of the Jackson community comes to our house and
engages with us en masse. It's something our neighbors look forward to each year and
it grounds us as members of the wider Jackson community.
Susan Fijman
President

It is a social interaction between the greater Jackson community and the temple. For
many, it is the only time they will ever set foot inside a Jewish facility – house of worship
or otherwise.
It is an act of welcoming the secular community in Jackson to our home.
Community participation & enjoyment.
It is TRADITION of many generations before us that thought it was important enough
to teach, share, and enlighten a community of the culture, taste, and hospitality of the
Jackson Jewish community. It is a way to showcase and again invite our friends to
the Family Table.

WHAT’s so obvious is that they all said the same thing. Beth Israel community members decided a long time
ago to be active and engaged in the Jackson community outside of our temple walls. We continue that
tradition today by keeping the Bazaar going.
AND don’t forget, the Bazaar is also a major fundraiser.
WHAT are you doing to keep the tradition going? If you have not signed up to do something yet, we need you.
It’s that simple. You. Are. Needed.
EMAIL me, text me, or call me and I will find a spot for you. sfijman@gmail.com; 601-260-4130.
TRADITION! - Susan
TOT SHABBAT SERVICE
February 2, 2018
BIC Library
Service at 5:15 p.m.
Oneg at 5:45 p.m.

The Shabbat service is hidden with treasure, and we need
you to come help us find it!
We will be holding a special Pirate Themed Tot Shabbat
service. Children and parents will search for clues while
praying, playing, and singing together. This service is
geared toward children 5-years-old and younger.
Arrrrrrrrrre we going to see you there? We sure hope so!
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Sisterhood Spotlight
"I ask not for a lighter burden, but for broader
shoulders." ~Jewish Proverb
This Jewish proverb is relevant to me personally as Sisterhood President. Each year, we hold the Bazaar. In fact, the
51st Bazaar will be on March 21, 2018! Wow! 51st! I don't
need to tell our congregation just how much work is involved
to make the Bazaar successful, worthwhile, productive & fun
for all, including our outside community. As Sisterhood
President, it is an overwhelming task to say the least. It is
hectic keeping track of all of the schedules, information,
coordination & things that needed to be done yesterday. A
burden? No, and why not? What makes our Bazaar so
unique, successful, productive & fun is that it is a Beth Israel
Congregational event -- it is YOUR event! YOU are all my
broader shoulders, and I thank you. YOUR help in all ways
big & small is so important & appreciated. We're all busy
personally with work, family, etc., but please find ways to
help provide "broader shoulders" so that this communityloved event is again successful.
Calendar of Events:
February 9 & 10, 2018 -- Sisterhood Shabbat Programs
Cancelled - We were very sorry to have to cancel our
Sisterhood Shabbat events due to an unforeseen scheduling
conflict. We are working hard to find another date for this
very special event!
Cooking dates for the BIC Bazaar:
(Updated info will be shared via Bic Blasts, Emails & FB
posts - as we are still looking for Cooking Coordinators)
February 4, 2018
February 11, 2018
February 18, 2018 – Men’s Club will be cooking Brisket
February 25, 2018 -- Betsy Samuels & Beth Orlansky will be
cooking Kugels & Carrots.
March 21, 2018 -- The 51st BIC Bazaar!!
March 31, 2018 -- 2nd Seder
(Please let me know if you can help with the 2nd Seder)
April 22, 2018 -- General Meeting - details will be updated
May 4, 2018 -- Sisterhood Installation of the New Board
Please be sure to support our Judaica Shop. Hours are
Friday nights before services, and on Sunday mornings
during Religious School.
Chai Lights, Bic Blasts, Emails, FB Sisterhood Closed
Group:
•
If you are a Sisterhood member, you should be
receiving emails, as needed. If you haven’t been, please let
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me know so I can correct the situation.
•
Please also join our Beth Israel Sisterhood Closed
Facebook Page. If you’re not already a part of this, please
request to join, and I will provide access. I post updates
here often. We may call or text on a case by case basis, as
well. And be sure to look for Sisterhood updates and
important information to be sent via Chailights and Bic
Blasts, with special thanks to Rita for coordinating!
I'd love to hear from you, so please share your ideas! As
always, please let me know if you have any questions or
concerns.
Suzanne Freedman
Sisterhood President
Suzfreedman@aol.com or 601-454-2148
________________________________________________
Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will be held at the
Temple on Sunday, February 11 at 11:00 a.m.
Our February selection is All the Rivers by
Dorit Rabinyan. Please plan to join us. See the
edited Goodreads summary below.
Banned from classrooms by Israel’s Ministry of Education,
Dorit Rabinyan’s remarkable novel, All the Rivers, is a
controversial, award-winning story about the passionate but
untenable affair between an Israeli woman and a Palestinian
man, by one of Israel’s most acclaimed novelists.
When Liat meets Hilmi in Greenwich Village, she finds
herself drawn to him. Charismatic and handsome, Hilmi is a
talented young artist from Palestine. Liat, an aspiring
translation student, plans to return to Israel the following
summer. Despite knowing that their relationship can be only
temporary and that it can exist only away from their conflicted
homeland, Liat lets herself be drawn to Hilmi.
Together they explore the city, sharing laughs and fantasies
and pangs of homesickness. But the joy they awaken in each
other cannot overcome the guilt Liat feels for hiding him from
her family in Israel and her Jewish friends in New York. As her
departure date looms and her love for Hilmi deepens, Liat must
decide whether she is willing to risk alienating her family, her
community, and her sense of self for the love of one man.
All the Rivers is a love story and a war story, a New York story
and a Middle East story, an unflinching foray into the forces
that bind us and divide us. “The land is the same land,” Hilmi
reminds Liat. “In the end all the rivers flow into the same sea.”
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BIC 51stAnnual Bazaar/ Silent Auction
We are asking every member to donate at least 2 items for the auction.
Items of any value are appreciated, as long as the items are new.
Gift cards are always great!!

Please drop off items by February 18
in the Gift Shop-Sundays 9-1
Restaurants that you frequent are usually
happy to help a loyal customer.
Ask your barber, manicurist, yard worker, pool company,
masseuse, mechanic, housekeeper, etc.
Any company you deal with should be asked.
This is a chance for them to promote their business and
help your temple at the same time.
For any questions or to get a donor receipt form, please contact:
Esther Roberts
901-230-8963
travelwithesther@yahoo.com
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It's time to find your treasures!
We are now collecting for White
Elephant for our Beth Israel
Bazaar.
Start cleaning out your drawers
and closets and give us your
unique items. New this year is
that we will be collecting small
furniture items, in addition to
household items, jewelry, purses, scarves, new clothing
with tags, children's items, outdoor furniture and decor,
bikes, wall art, pictures, lamps, and all kitchen items.
Items must be clean and in working order.
WE WILL NOT BE TAKING
ANY ELECTRONICS

BIC TAKE HOME BOOTH
The 51st annual BIC Bazaar is just around the corner
on Wednesday, March 21st. Last year the Bazaar was
so successful, especially the Take Home Booth,
because you congregants stepped up and volunteered,
cooked and baked. For the first time ever, the Take
Home Booth sold out of desserts, casseroles, and
breads by 2:30pm on the day of the Bazaar! So, this
year we are asking every congregant to prepare your
special recipes and donate one or two more items than
you have previously contributed. Remember the profits
from the Bazaar help the Temple and Sisterhood serve
our congregants throughout the year.

Please contact Charna Schlakman for early delivery.
We will take items on Saturday, March 17 until
Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

Please follow the directions below to register the list
of your home-made delicacies that you are going to
donate to the Take-Home booth. Here’s how it works
in 3 easy steps:

We have limited storage space so please hold your
items until the weekend prior to the bazaar.

1

Any questions, contact Charna at 954-629-1371.

ENHANCED ONEG

Many thanks to the following congregants who have
volunteered to host an enhanced Oneg Shabbat:
September 8, 2017
October 20, 2017
December 22, 2017
January 26, 2018
February 23, 2018
March 9, 2018
April 27, 2018

Debra and Joel Jacobs
Tamar & Peter Sharp
Susan and Mark Fijman
Paula and Edward Erlich
Rebecca Laskin
Melanie Dobel
Paula and Edward Erlich
Danielle Wahba
Marla Harbor and Erik Hearon

Sisterhood provides the wine and challah. The enhanced
Oneg host only needs to bring fruit, and/or cookies or
brownies, hummus and pita chips, and/or veggies, or
cheese and crackers to add to the wine and challah. Your
name(s) will be included in the Friday night leaflet.
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Click this link to see our Sign Up on SignUp.com:
http://signup.com/go/sNiPimP
2. Review the options listed and choose the spot(s)
you like.
3. Sign up! It’s Easy – you will NOT need to register
an account or keep a password on SignUp.com.
If you have any questions about this internet-based
computer program, please contact Frankie Springer at
601-383-1209 or fmspringer5@gmail.com. If you’d
rather let us know by phone or email what you would
like to prepare, also contact Frankie or Dana Larkin at
601-291-7335 or danaflarkin@gmail.com.
We would like your food commitments by the end of
February so that we can presell and prepare our booth.
Remember the more you bake or cook, the greater our
success when we wrap up our 51st BIC Bazaar.
Thank you for your volunteerism and commitment to
Beth Israel!
Sincerely,
Dana Larkin and Frankie Springer
Co-Chairs, Take-Home Booth
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February Birthdays
1 David Docter
2 Robert Levingston
2 John Craig
2 Danielle Wahba
3 Jay Hesdorffer
3 Efrem Lehman
3 Rachel Lehman
4 Chris Myers
5 Melissa Daniel
7 Theresa Priebatsch
7 Susan Fijman
11 Eli Abeles
12 Steve Jacobson
12 Natalia Ustinova
14 Shirley Eriksen

15
15
18
19
20
22
22
22
22
23
23
24
26
26
27
27

Kimberely Roberts
Susan Hart
Betsy Samuels
Joseph Samuels
Caroline Samuels
William Howell
Ian Rost
William Orlansky
Ruth Docter
Debra Jacobs
Dave Miller
Honorine Weiss
Matthew Dobel
William Morris
Zoey Rockoff
Mary Ann Schwartz

February Anniversaries
10 Sally and Phil Cohen
18 Trenia and Irv Feldman

Eitz chayim hi lamachazikim bah, v’tom’cheha
m’ushar—It is a tree of life to those that hold fast to it
and all of its supporters are happy.”
Located in Beth Israel Congregation's lobby, the Tree
of Life provides an opportunity to commemorate life's
occasions. Consider honoring a friend or relative’s
birthday, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, anniversary, etc. or using
this as a memorial gift. By purchasing a leaf for $100
on the Tree of Life, you will not only be helping the
Tree to grow, but you will also be supporting Beth
Israel Congregation. Each leaf has space for a
message up to 21 characters and 6 lines including
spaces.
Please email office@bethisraelms.org if you would
like to purchase a leaf and provide wording in the
body of the email. You will be billed and notified
when the leaf arrives in 7-10 business days.

Let’s Talk About God
Prefaced by a Jewish Perspective on Questioning

DOUBT and DISCOVERY
Tuesday, February 13, 2018—6:15 p.m.
Home of Arty and Amy Finkelberg
4134 Oakridge Drive in Fondren
Food—Chinese
What can you bring? You and your questions.
Please RSVP: arty.finkelberg@raymondjames.com
601-842-9595 or
Bill Morris: wdmorris@bethisraelms.org
601-212-4890
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Megillah Reading
February 28, 2018
6:00 p.m.
BIC Sanctuary
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
BITY
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND
MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD)

CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Janice & Buddy Blumenthal
In Memory of Helene Rotwein—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
In Memory of Dorene Norma Bowley—James Bowley
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Umphlett
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Beth & Steven Orlansky
In Memory of Tom Underwood—Mindy & Clay Humphrey
In Memory of Marshell Nirenberg—Mindy & Clay Humphrey
In Memory of Bertha Helen Geiger—Mindy & Clay Humphrey
In Memory of Helene Rotwein—Judy & Richard Stamm
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Judy & Richard Stamm
In Memory of the Hart & Gordon Families—Judy & Richard Stamm
In Memory of Ellis Hart—Peggy & Larry Goldstein
In Memory of Bill Gordon—Peggy & Larry Goldstein
In Memory of Bill Gordon—Melanie Dobel
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Jarmila & Peter Zapletal
In Memory of Jill Gavant—J. B. Sandifer
In Memory of Evelyn Goodman—Lisa & Mike Palmer
In Memory of Asher Katz—Carol & Wendell Cook, Jr.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels
In Memory of A. J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Memory of Robyn Levy—Lisa & Mike Palmer
In Honor of Michele Schipper—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
In Honor of Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner—J. B. Sandifer
Donation—Steven Goodman

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
CHOIR FUND
PROGRAM FUND
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

JACKSON JEWISH FEDERATION
Melissa & Ralph Daniel
Rose Mary Foncree
Mary Golde & Bill Howell
Jill & Robert Lazarus
Donna & Ted Orkin
Beth & Steve Orlansky
Betsy & Joe Samuels
CHOIR FUND
Marla Harbor & Erik Hearon
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Peggy & Larry Goldstein
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Bea Gavant
In Memory of Helene Rotwein—Carol Michelle Hudson
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Connie & David Covey
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Jay Hesdorffer
In Memory of Helene Rotwein—Lori & David Teichman
In Honor of Bea Gavant—Vera Davis
In Memory of Molly Harbor—Marla Harbor & Erik Hearon
In Memory of Ellis Hart—Alyssa Silberman
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Bernice & Stephen Silberman

HOLOCAUST FUND
In Memory of Stanley P. Shindell—Sondy and Bob Berman

CHEVRA KADISH FUND
Donation—Marla Harbor & Erik Hearon
Donation—Bill Morris
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TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI
HOLOCAUST FUND
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for FEBRUARY 2018
2/4—2/10/2018
*Judy Feldman
B. Garshman
Jennie Rosenzweig
Mark Berger
*William Hirsch
June Grundfest
M.A. Lewis
*Augusta Engel Lehman
*Ruth Taub
David Kweller
Muriel Merlin
Erwin Adler
Riki Hoffberg
2/11—2/17/2018
Avi Schaefer
Joe Pepper
Yonodav Allouche
*Ettie Cohen
*Minnie Ascher
Camilla Wahba

Sidney Pollack
Joe Stern
Ruth Chamow
Celia B. Abromson
Joseph Fisher
Dave Fisher
Louis Binder
Reba Gavant
Esther Levin
Frank Kuerschner
Lillian Horton
2/18—2/24/2018
*A. D. Oppenheim
Maggie Weaver
Mary Sher
Milton Smith
Gailynn Ava Pollack
Ruth Feldman
Esther Segal
Henry Greenberg
Richard Brown

Joseph David Sollek
*Frieda Levy
Nina Katz
Betty Kreisman
Irene Cessna
Sarah Nechamkin
*Ruth Muskin
Fannie Swartz
Irwin Ross
2/25—3/3/2018
Eda Newhouse
*Bessie Shornick
Denise Elfassy Hamou
Phillip Eisenstatt
Marilyn Schur
Max Millstein
*Max Sebulsky
Sadie Shapero
Edward Schur
Jean Rosen
John Hart Lewis

Lois Krock
H. Fish
Adeline Fish
Giglio Giammarco
Isaac Mykoff
Sheli Hoffberg
Isidore Dreyfus

*Memorial Alcove

