
Chailights 

   MARCH 2018 

Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 

           “March Madness” 
      Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 

 
    

   For our members at Beth Israel 

   Congregation it seems like March 

   is “March Madness.” There is a 

   LOT going on. Even if there were 

   nothing special specifically to  

   Beth Israel it would be an active 

period of time—celebrating the holidays of Purim and 

Passover. In some ways Purim almost seems like the            

beginning of the Passover season. The two holidays are so 

close to each other that as soon as Purim is over we begin 

our plans for Passover.  

 

But in between these two holidays is another special        

occasion in the life of our congregation. The annual Beth 

Israel Congregation Bazaar will be held this year on 

March 21. What a wonderful pleasure it was for me to  

participate last year in MY first Beth Israel Bazaar.  And 

this year will be the 51st annual bazaar.  If you haven’t 

had a chance to volunteer to help with this project it is not 

too late. 

 

It is an amazing opportunity for all of us. We come                 

together as a congregation to eat foods from our tradition. 

Perhaps more importantly, we are well respected and    

enjoyed in the Jackson community, and we become a host 

for the city of Jackson to enjoy the foods that have been a 

staple of our culture for generations. As we become a host, 

and the city of Jackson delights in being our guests in               

being welcomed as fellow Jacksonians while enjoying the 

distinct foods of the Jewish community that have helped 

to define our own culture as well as have contributed to 

the culture of American cuisine. 

 

And on top of all of this, it becomes an important fund 

raiser for our community. 

 

If you have not already volunteered to help, please do so.  

Please do so for the Jackson community, the Jewish             

community of Jackson, for the well-being of Beth Israel 

Congregation.  And do it for yourself, so share in the 

joy that you have helped to strengthen Beth Israel as an 

integral part of the greater Jackson community. 

CLASSES BY RABBI KURTZ-LENDNER 
 

Join us for one or more of these adult education classes 

Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner will be offering. These classes will 

be held in the BIC Library. 

 

BRUSHING UP ON HEBREW 

A class for those who know the Hebrew alphabet and are 

at the beginning of being able to read words in the prayer 

book but who would like to become more proficient in 

Hebrew reading.  

7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  March 14 and March 28, April 11 and 

April 25, May 9 and May 23. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM 

While this class is an “introduction” class, whether you 

feel you know a little or a lot about Judaism this will be a 

general class and anyone regardless of proficiency will 

enjoy the class.  

6:00 p.m.  March 6, April 3 and April 17, May 1, May 15 

and May 29. 

 

FEEDING BODY AND SOUL 

A lunchtime class in which we will discuss a variety of 

topics with Jewish values as the point of departure.  

12:00 p.m.  March 8, April 12 and April 26, May 10 and 

May 24. 
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Susan Fijman 
President 

From Our President 

   Greetings: I walked around the Temple one Sunday morning recently while religious school  

   was in session. There was a wonderful energy coming from the classrooms and the sanctuary  

   as kids were engaged in learning. We are fortunate to have Bill Morris as our Religious School 

   Coordinator.  He is passionate about providing our children a solid foundation of Torah,                 

   Jewish knowledge and  understanding. And, he  credits our wonderful teachers for creating                    

   engaging learning opportunities for our students. 

  
   Our quality religious school is one example of what Beth Israel offers its families with young 

   children.  We also recently had a fabulous Tot Shabbat for kids five and under (and their             

parents) that  was led by Rabbi Matt Dreffin, BIC member, Associate Director of Education at the ISJL, and, more 

importantly, father of Riley. The pirate-themed service was held in the library and kids were encouraged to embrace 

the  Shabbat  experience as only kids can do. Afterwards, there was a kid-friendly Oneg in one of the classrooms.     

Out of this experience came a suggestion that we try a Saturday morning Tot Shabbat (because as one mom said    

“we all know little kids are at their best in the mornings!”). Plans are underway to make that happen. 

 
Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner is also working on an interactive family Shabbat service, and more information will be coming 

soon about that.  For our older youth, Beth Israel Temple Youth group (BITY) plans several activities throughout the 

year.  Tovah Rubinsky is BITY President, Ben Russell is the BITY advisor, and Rachel Glazer and Lizzie Meister, 

both ISJL fellows, have volunteered to assist. 

  
There has always been a strong commitment at Beth Israel to have youth focused activities and programming.  From 

my own family’s experience, I know that religious school, BITY, Henry S. Jacobs Camp, and involvement with 

NFTY were all important components to building my children’s strong Jewish identity and commitment.   

  
I believe it’s our mission to make Beth Israel a vibrant and engaging Jewish home for everyone, including our young 

children. Parents, I want you to be involved at BIC wherever you are comfortable. I want to listen to you about how 

our congregation can better meet your family’s needs. Please email me at sfijman@gmail.com with your suggestions 

for social and religious programming that you think will be meaningful to your family.  And, if you’re not a parent of 

young children at Beth Israel and you have some suggestions, please let me hear from you, too. 

  
On another note, I look forward to seeing you and our many visitors at the 51st Annual Bazaar on March 21. It’s    

going to be a great day thanks to a lot of hard work by a lot of our members. See you there!     

 

Shalom! Susan Fijman 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR SECOND SEDER 

March 31, 2018 

6:00 PM 

Beth Israel Social Hall 

 

 

Cost:    Adults $22 - Children under 10 yrs. $8 

(RESERVATIONS MADE BEFORE March 24) 

 

Adults $25 - Children under 10 yrs. $12 

(RESERVATIONS MADE March 24-March 30) 

 

 

 

 
Sorry, "No Walk-Ins" allowed.   As a catered event, orders must 

be made in advance.  

 

Kindly RSVP to Esther Roberts at: travelwithesther@yahoo.com 

 

Please indicate choice of salmon or chicken. 

 

We look forward to celebrating with you!! 



Sisterhood Spotlight 
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“We can’t accomplish all that we need to                                

without working together!” Anonymous 

  

 
We are on the countdown to the 51st Annual BIC      

Bazaar!  We are moving full force ahead!  Each week, I 

have been sending out BIC Bazaar Blasts to help inform 

everyone about what help is still needed, and who is    

doing what.  I have received favorable feedback                       

regarding this outreach.  Without a doubt, so many                  

people have stepped up to help out – and it is really          

coming together nicely.  I’m excited about this year’s 

Bazaar. 

  
At first, I was overwhelmed at the thought of being in 

charge of the Bazaar.  It’s such a monumental event for 

our Temple, and I honestly didn’t know where to start.  I 

received many NO’s as the planning began.  But 

then...YES messages dominated. I was energized to push 

forward. Thanks to Jo Ann Gordon and Susan Fijman for 

meeting with me, and setting a clear, defined outline of 

what needed to be done.  And Jo Ann has been right 

there in the forefront the whole, entire time.  The                   

committee chairs have taken full ownership of their           

areas, from start to finish – because they know best what 

works for their specialties.  It is amazing!  The Quote is 

so true – just take a look at all of the volunteers listed 

weekly in the Blasts.  This demonstrates how working 

together is the way to get things done, and to get them 

done well!  I’m thrilled by all of the support we have    

received.   

  
Sisterhood has been busy planning our other events, too.  

We were sorry we had to cancel our Sisterhood Shabbat 

in February, as we had planned a wonderful event.  

Sometimes schedules just need to be changed. 

  

We will be hosting the 2nd Seder on March 31, 2018  
at BIC.  Please remember to RSVP!   We are so               

fortunate that Marla Harbor and Charna Schlakman         

have volunteered to be the Co-Chairs.  Thank you Marla 

and Charna.  More help is always welcomed and needed. 

 
Please contact Marla at: 601-316-2003 or email:              

marlaharb102@gmail.com 
or 

Charna at 954-629-1371 or email: charna515@aol.com 

 I’m excited to announce that the Sisterhood Installation 

of our new Board will be a special Havdalah service on 

May 12, 2018, followed by a Dessert Social.  We are 

looking forward to trying something new, as we welcome 

our new Sisterhood Board May 2018-May 2020.  Please 

plan to join us that evening.  More details to follow.   

 
In April, we will be having a General Meeting, and the 

plans for this are in the process of being finalized. Please 

look for more details to be shared once it is all set. 

  
Be sure to look for the Book Club information for the 

next book selection & gathering.  Thank you to Marcia 

Barron for continuing to coordinate the Book Club. 

  
Please be sure to visit our Judaica Shop filled with so 

many new and wonderful items!  Thank you to Cheryl 

Katz & Lynda Balfour for overseeing the Gift Shop.  

Please let them know if there is something special you 

would like for them to carry in stock, and they will let 

you know.  Hours are Friday nights before services, and 

on Sunday mornings during Religious School. 

 
Chailights, BIC Blasts, Emails, FB Sisterhood Closed 

Group: 
• If you are a Sisterhood member, you should be 

receiving emails, as needed.  If you haven’t been, please 

let me know so I can correct the situation.   
• Please also join our Beth Israel Sisterhood 

Closed Facebook Page.  If you’re not already a part of 

this, please request to join and I will provide access.  I 

post updates here often.   
• We may call or text on a case by case basis, as 

well. 
• And be sure to look for Sisterhood updates and 

important information to be sent via Chailights and BIC 

Blasts, with special thanks to Rita for coordinating! 

 
I’d love to hear from you, so please share your ideas!  As 

always, please let me know if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

 

Best regards, 

Suzanne Freedman 

Sisterhood President 

601-454-2148 

Suzfreedman@aol.com 

mailto:marlaharb102@gmail.com
mailto:charna515@aol.com
mailto:Suzfreedman@aol.com
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April 13, 2018 – 5:00p.m. 

Unveiling of Beth Israel Congregation’s Freedom Trail Marker 

 

More details to follow in the BIC Blast and April Chailights 

Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will 
be held at the Temple on Sunday, April 8 at 
11:00 a.m.  Our April selection is Forest 
Dark by Nichole Krauss.  Please plan to join 
us. See the edited Booklist summary below.   
 
Krauss' entrancing and mysterious novel 
follows the strange journeys of two secular 
American Jews in Israel, who are nearly hi-
jacked by two fervent visionaries on mis-

sions of either discovery or delusion.  
 
Epstein is a man of means, power, and accomplishment, who 
is baffling his staff and grown children by giving away his    
carefully acquired treasures and withdrawing from his life.    
Nicole, a writer unable to write and whose marriage is faltering, 
often feels as though she's in two places at once, as she thinks 
about the multiverse theory and her sharp childhood memories 
of the monolithic Tel Aviv Hilton. Epstein is taken up by a 
rabbi planning a gathering of the descendants of King David. 
Nicole comes under the spell of an alleged friend of a cousin 
who recounts a wild story about Kafka's secret life in Palestine, 
which Krauss ties to a hilarious and poignant take on the     
real-life battle in Israel over Kafka's papers. As both seekers 
end up alone in the desert, Epstein in ecstasy, Nicole in     
wonder-struck peril, Krauss reflects with singing emotion and 
sagacity on Jewish history; war; the ancient, plundered forests 
of the Middle East; and the paradoxes of being. A resounding 
look at the enigmas of the self and the persistence of the past. 
  
Awards:  New York Times Notable Book of the Year; Publish-
ers Weekly Best Book of 2017; Globe and Mail Best Book of 
the Year 

A NEW TRADITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The first Friday of every month, everyone is 

invited (Dutch Treat), and we hope you will 

please join those of us who will be going out 

to dinner at Jason's Deli following our Oneg. 

BIC 51ST  

ANNUAL BAZAAR 

 

MARCH 21, 2018 

10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
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It's time to find your treasures!      

We are now collecting for White 

Elephant for our Beth Israel                        

Bazaar. 

  
Start cleaning out your drawers 

and closets and give us your 

unique items.  New this year is 

that we will be collecting small 

furniture items, in addition to 

household items, jewelry, purses, scarves, new clothing 

with tags, children's items, outdoor furniture and decor, 

bikes, wall art, pictures, lamps, and all kitchen items.  

Items must be clean and in working order.  

  

WE WILL NOT BE TAKING                                          

ANY ELECTRONICS 

  
Please contact Charna Schlakman for early delivery. 

We will take items on Saturday, March 17 until    

Tuesday, March 20, 2018. 

  
We have limited storage space so please hold your 

items until the weekend prior to the bazaar. 

  

Any questions, contact Charna at 954-629-1371. 

BIC TAKE HOME BOOTH 
 
The 51st annual BIC Bazaar is just around the corner  

on Wednesday, March 21st.  Last year the Bazaar was 

so successful, especially the Take Home Booth,               

because you congregants stepped up and volunteered, 

cooked and baked. For the first time ever, the Take 

Home Booth sold out of desserts, casseroles, and 

breads by 2:30pm on the day of the Bazaar! So, this 

year we are asking every congregant to prepare your 

special recipes and donate one or two more items than 

you have previously contributed. Remember the profits 

from the Bazaar help the Temple and Sisterhood serve 

our congregants throughout the year. 
 

Please follow the directions below to register the list               

of your home-made delicacies that you are going to 

donate to the Take-Home booth.  Here’s how it works 

in 3 easy steps: 
 

1 Click this link to see our Sign Up on SignUp.com:     

      http://signup.com/go/sNiPimP    

2. Review the options listed and choose the spot(s)  

      you like. 

3. Sign up! It’s Easy – you will NOT need to register                          

      an account or keep a password on SignUp.com. 
 

If you have any questions about this internet-based                   

computer program, please contact Frankie Springer at  

601-383-1209 or fmspringer5@gmail.com. If you’d     

rather let us know by phone or email what you would 

like to prepare, also contact Frankie or Dana Larkin at         

601-291-7335 or danaflarkin@gmail.com.  

We would like your food commitments by the end of            

February so that we can presell and prepare our booth.            

Remember the more you bake or cook, the greater our                   

success when we wrap up our 51st BIC Bazaar. 
 

 

Thank you for your volunteerism and commitment to 

Beth Israel! 

   

   

  Sincerely, 

  Dana Larkin and Frankie Springer 
  Co-Chairs, Take-Home Booth 

ENHANCED ONEG 
Many thanks to the following congregants who have               

volunteered to host an enhanced Oneg Shabbat: 

 
September 8, 2017      Debra and Joel Jacobs 

           Tamar & Peter Sharp 

October 20, 2017         Susan and Mark Fijman 

December 22, 2017     Paula and Edward Erlich  

January 26, 2018         Rebecca Laskin 

February 23, 2018       Melanie Dobel 

           Paula and Edward Erlich 

March 9, 2018            Danielle Wahba 

March 23, 2018          Honoring Asher Katz Memory 

April 27, 2018          Marla Harbor and Erik Hearon 

 
Sisterhood provides the wine and challah.  The enhanced 

Oneg host only needs to bring fruit, and/or cookies or 

brownies, hummus and pita chips, and/or veggies, or 

cheese and crackers to add to the wine and challah. Your 

name(s) will be included in the Friday night leaflet.  

http://signup.com/go/sNiPimP
tel:(601)%20383-1209
mailto:fmspringer5@gmail.com
tel:(601)%20291-7335
mailto:danaflarkin@gmail.com


BETH ISRAEL OFFICE HOURS  

Monday: CLOSED 

Tuesday 

10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

 10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday 
10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

 
Friday 

 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Closed for lunch 

           12:30-1:30 p.m. 
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ARTICLE  

 DEADLINE 

FOR THE 

 FOLLOWING: 
 
 

CHAILIGHTS 
1st Friday of every 

month 

 
FRIDAY NIGHT 

 LEAFLET 

1:30 p.m. Wednesday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March Birthdays 
1    Maxwell Erlich  19   Gary Eriksen 
2    Andrew Paul   19   Christine Branson 
2    Jay Davidson   19   Morgan Pollack 
3    James Freedman  20   Myer Mack 
6    Bea Gotthelf   21   Joshua Wiener 
6    Richard Miller  22   Michael Lehman 
7    George Glass   22   Ralph Daniel, III 
8    Elizabeth McGregor  23   Tovah Rubinsky 
8    Kathryn Wiener  24   Melissa Mandel 
8    Howard Katz   24   Annie Jacobson 
10  Stephen Briggs  26   William Brannan 
10  Mandy Margolis  27   Gavin Brannan 
10  Lauren Rosenbaum Brown  28   Jacob Fijman 
12  Alexandra Schneider  28   Abby Kurtz-Lendner 
15  Kay Pollack   30   Michele Schipper 
17  Molly Mandel   31   Raizy Grossman Gould 
17 Richard Stamm 
 
 
 
March Anniversaries 
2 Michelle & Sidney Mack 
5 Kimberly & Gary Schneider 
11 Lisa & Michael Palmer 
14 Erica and Tedd Abeles 
22 Mindy & Clay Humphrey 
25 Joyce & Art Salomon 
26 Lynne & Roger Rosenfield 
26   Alice & Gary Friedman 

 

Eitz chayim hi lamachazikim bah, v’tom’cheha 

m’ushar—It is a tree of life to those that hold fast to it 

and all of its supporters are happy.”  

 

Located in Beth Israel Congregation's lobby, the Tree 

of Life provides an opportunity to commemorate life's 

occasions.  Consider honoring a friend or relative’s 

birthday, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, anniversary, etc. or using 

this as a memorial gift.  By purchasing a leaf for $100 

on the Tree of Life, you will not  only be helping the 

Tree to grow, but you will also be supporting Beth 

Israel Congregation.  Each leaf has space for a               

message up to 21 characters and 6 lines including 

spaces.  

 
Please email office@bethisraelms.org if you would 

like to purchase a leaf and provide wording in the 

body of the email.  You will be billed and notified 

when the leaf arrives in 7-10 business days. 

Doubt and Discovery 
Continues with discussion on the Nature of God 
 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018  6:15 p.m. 
Home of Arty and Amy Finkelberg 
4135 Oakridge Drive in Fondren 
 
Please RSVP arty.finkelberg@raymondjames.com 
601-842-9595 or 
Bill Morris wdmorris@bethisraelms.org 
601-212-4890 

mailto:office@bethisraelms.org
mailto:arty.finkelberg@raymondjames.com
mailto:wdmorris@bethisraelms.org
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL 

BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request: 

GENERAL FUND   MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TIKKUN OLAM FUND 

ENDOWMENT FUND  ONEG FUND   LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND WEBSITE FUND  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND SATURDAY MORNING FUND  CHOIR FUND   CEMETERY FUND 

CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)  ART FUND   PROGRAM FUND   JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

BITY    MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD) RELIGIOUS SCHOOL   HOLOCAUST FUND   
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND           

CEMETERY FUND       GENERAL FUND    
In Memory of T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin   In Memory of Julian Kurtz—Beth & Steve Orlansky   
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels    Donation—Norman A. Cohen  
In Memory of Vera Davis—Nafie & Gilbert Solleck   In Memory of Julian Kurtz—Bea Gavant   
In Memory of M. A. Lewis—Sidney Mack         
In Memory of Vera Davis—Amy & Arty Finkelberg 
In Memory of Evelyn Goodman—Steven Goodman   HOLOCAUST FUND 
In Memory of Eugene Hesdorffer—Steven Goodman   In Memory of Jim Goodman—Sondy & Bob Berman  
In Memory of Iris “Toots” Kurtz—Steven Goodman   In Memory of Helene Rotwein—Sondy & Bob Berman 
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Aaron Trubman      
In Memory of  Julian Kurtz—Aaron Trubman 
In Memory of Thelma Mitchell—Lynn Crystal    TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
In Memory of Abby Hesdorffer—Lynn Crystal    In Memory of Julian Kurtz—Dana & Jonathan Larkin 
In Memory of Lee Gotthelf—Lynn Crystal    In Honor of Lisa & Michael Palmer on the Wedding Anniversary— 
In Loving Memory of Hassibah Ifrah Elfassy--Dinah Jeanette Briggs  Steven Goodman 
In Memory of Helene Rotwein—Dinah Jeanette Briggs 
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Dinah Jeanette Briggs 
In Memory of William Albright—Dinah Jeanette Briggs 
In Memory of Abby Hesdorffer—Gilda Hesdorffer 
In Memory of Abby Hesdorffer—Mindy & Clay Humphrey         
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND        
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels      
In Memory of A. J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin     
In Memory of Mose Goodman—Steven Goodman                   
 
 
CHOIR FUND 
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Lynn Crystal 
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Laurie Dubin 
 
 
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND  
Donation—Petra & Robert Kay 
 
 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In Honor of Mindy & Clay Humphrey on their Wedding Anniversary—  
 Steven Goodman       
    
            
 
 
 
 



 P.O. Box 13249 
Jackson, MS  39236 

 

Phone: (601) 956-6215  
Fax: (601) 952-0895 
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3/4-3/10/2018 

Eugene Hesdorffer, Sr. 

Rose Fox 

Alvin Hoffberg 

Lester Bear 

Betty Jaffee 

Shelda K. Binder 

Georgia Lawson 

Madeleine Bluestein 

Jeanette  Oppenheim 

Henrietta Luxenberg 

H. Van Eaton Hart 

Moses A. Berman 

Doris Rubin 

Sue Hailey 

Ella Sollek 

Rose Greenberg Kline 

Ray Mandel 

 

3/11-3/17/2018 

Caroline Lill Rosenberg 

Marvin Zivitz 

Anna Foster 

Evelyn Goodman 

Claire Spielman 

Robert Buxbaum 

Helen Kline 

Mose Goodman 

Bessie Hart Asher 

Normarine Barron 

Sol Hoffman 

Rebecca Salomon 

Pearl W. Davidson 

Florence Millstein 

Dorothy Lasky 

Adolph S. Asher 

Hyman Finger 

Julius Greenberg 

Aaron Jaffee 

Fannie Crystal 

Dave Graber 

Oscar Larkin 

Isabella Greenberg 

Laura Bregman 

Lillian Ostrov 

Marion Fleischman 

Martha Dennis 

Theresa Galea 

Alfred Rosenbaum 

Rose Eisenstatt 

 

3/18-3/24/2018 

Jack Printz 

Alice Epstein 

Celia Oppenheim 

Seth Morris Goldberg 

Lorrayne Gavant 

Elizabeth Grishman 

Richard Leavitt 

Jack Jacobson 

Asher Katz 

Leah Davis 

O. G. Hailey 

Jill Gavant 

Rose Friedman 

Samuil Gorelik 

Jesse Dobel 

Derald Rosen 

 

3/25-3/31/2018 

Gene Hesdorffer 

Sherwin Goodman 

Selma Friedman 

Joe Rubin 

Ann Silberman 

Herman  Kreisman 

Ida Rosen 

Alvin Binder 

Libby Sollek 

Ann Gilbert 

Ida Ratner 

Howard Cohen 

Beverly Daniel 

Isaac Elfassy 

Luise Draft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Memorial Alcove 


