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“In every generation every
individual should feel as though
he or she had actually been
redeemed from Egypt.”
-Haggada
The Passover Seder is one of the
most amazing rituals developed
as an interactive celebration of an event. During the
Seder, Jews virtually experience the values as
represented by that ritual. The Exodus from Egypt is
not merely a highly significant experience in Jewish
religious memory and heritage. It is the defining event
in Jewish history that has shaped the development of all
that is Jewish, from religion, to history, to philosophy,
to identity. The core value of the Jewish people
throughout the ages has been “Do not oppress the
stranger for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”
Even though most of us were never slaves anywhere,
never oppressed and experienced only minor
discrimination—if any—nevertheless Egyptian slavery
has been an all-compassing identity for our people that
continues through today throughout our people.

not been redeemed then we, our children and our
children’s children would still be slaves in Egypt.
Reenacting this Seder year after year instills throughout
our beliefs that we come from a people that were
enslaved and but for God’s grace we are free. We
imagine that we could have been slaves in Egypt, or
oppressed by Greeks, attacked by Romans or in Hitler’s
concentration camps.

Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner

That value that defines our identity is based on memory
of the Exodus from Egypt, and it teaches us that God
redeemed us from Egypt and therefore we owe a big
debt to God. We repay that debt by treasuring our own
freedom, act carefully not to oppress others as well as
work to liberate those who are oppressed.
We absorb these values into our souls through the
reenactment of the Exodus at the Passover seder. Next
to Hanukkah, the Passover Seder is the most observed
ritual throughout the Jewish world. When we recall
reading through the Haggadah as children we remember
the spilling of the wine representing the plagues, the
four questions, the ongoing singing of dayenu, the
declaration of the matzah being the “bread of
affliction,” the tasting of the bitter herbs reminding us
of how bitter our lives were in Egypt and that had we

And knowing this, visiting these rituals each year
reminds us that while we could have been enslaved we
are free and we must cherish that freedom as well as
that of others.
Because when each of us “feels as though we were
actually redeemed from Egypt” then we know the value
of that freedom, the precariousness of liberty, the
temporality of equality and the blessing that every
human being on earth deserves.
Passover teaches us that and imprints it upon our souls
through its reenactment each year at our Seder, so that
we can pass this onto our children and work for a world
in which we remain free and all people become free.



Judaism and the After Life — a One Night Lecture
Presented by Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
7:00 pm—Beth Israel Library
What does Judaism have to say about the afterlife? Join us for
a discussion with Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner who will present the
philosophies of the afterlife from Jewish tradition and lead
participants in a discussion .

From Our President
Many Beth Israel members from the
1960s have described Rabbi Perry
Nussbaum as gruff, authoritarian, and
sometimes difficult. It is no secret some
congregants of that era were
uncomfortable with the attention he
brought to Beth Israel because of his
Susan Fijman
active involvement in the civil rights
President
movement. More than 50 years later, he
is remembered as a man who did not compromise his beliefs.
This strong moral stance did not come without a cost. We all
know our temple was bombed and the rabbi's home was
bombed. I believe our temple's legacy is that its members
had the courage to allow their Rabbi to lead them through a
time when they faced doubt, fear and uncertainty. Many
members also worked to break down racial barriers and fight
for equal civil rights for all. Rabbi Nussbaum's legacy speaks
for itself. The legacy of our temple members also speaks for
itself. When it comes to doing the right thing, "going along to
get along" is not the Jewish way.
On Friday, April 13, Beth Israel will receive a Freedom Trail
Marker commemorating this important time in our temple's
history. Please join us at 5:00 p.m. for the unveiling
ceremony. The unveiling is just one of the events in the
Rabbi Nussbaum Lecture Series. Please look for the list of the
lecture series' events within these Chailights. Beth Israel will
be host to members of the greater community for the
unveiling ceremony, and we hope to have many visitors at our
Shabbat service.
Also more than 50 years ago, Beth Israel began welcoming
the greater community into the temple for what has become
its annual Bazaar. We have just celebrated our 51st year.
Because so many of you volunteered your time and talents, it
was a huge success. It was especially great to see so many of
our men involved this year. I'm not even going to attempt
to name everyone who worked extremely hard to make it
successful. But, I have to thank Suzanne Freedman,
Sisterhood President, and Jo Ann Gordon, most recent past
Chairman of the Bazaar and this year's patient Bazaar
consultant. These two women pulled us all together with
grace and a lot of hard work so that we could once again host
this annual Jackson tradition.
Finally, on March 30, Sisterhood hosted Beth Israel's
traditional Second Seder. This is a huge undertaking for the
volunteers. Thank you to everyone who helped make this
event a success.
Shalom, Susan
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Sisterhood Spotlight
Also, Sisterhood celebrated Passover by hosting the 2nd Seder for
our temple members and community. This is such an important
event because for some, this may be the only Seder they are able
to attend during the holiday. So thank you to our Sisterhood
Shalom!!
Chairpersons: Marla Harbor and Charna Schlakman and Esther
It is such a pleasure to be a part of the Beth Israel Congregational Roberts for taking the RSVP”s and to all of the volunteers for
making this all happen.
(BIC) family, and to serve as President of BIC's Sisterhood. We
have an amazing group of members and for that I am so thankful!
We are hoping to have a General Meeting in April, but we do not
have it finalized yet. Please look for updates if we are able to
By the time you are reading this edition of Chailights, we would
schedule an event.
have already had our 51th Annual Bazaar - a truly tremendous
event!! We were fortunate to have steady participation, and as I
We are getting ready to wrap up the year before the summer
greeted guests when they came into the Social Hall, I was so
break. BUT – before we do, we are looking forward to our
thrilled to hear many stories of people returning year after year
special Sisterhood installation of our New Board on Saturday,
after year because they love our Bazaar. Our extended local
May 12th at 6:30 p.m. We are excited to have a wonderful
community appreaciates Beth Israel and our outreach.
outdoor Havdalah Service and Ice Cream Social. It should be a
I want to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to everyone for wonderful evening and a lovely way to welcome our new
Sisterhood Board! More details to follow, so please be sure to
coming together in ALL ways to make this year’s Bazaar
successful. Everyone was working hard, no doubt, but everyone look for the updates.
was smiling. The Chairpersons of each area carried off no small
feats, for this year they ran things from start to finish, and did so And please remember:
beautifully. And thank you to all of the volunteers that worked in 1). Book Club information will be shared via email and Blasts.
preparation for the Bazaar, the day of the Bazaar and on clean-up. 2). Please visit our Judaica Shop, and thank you to Lynda Balfour
and Cheryl Katz for overseeing this.
It truly takes the congregation working together as a team. We
are still reviewing the day, figuring out what worked well, what
3). Please join our closed Facebook Page for more frequent
can be improved for next year, and things we may want to try
updates.
differently.
4). If you are not receiving Sisterhood emails, please let me know
so I can correct the situation.
I personally want to share a BIG THANK YOU to Susan Fijman
and Jo Ann Gordon for helping me to set this year’s plan in
motion. Your guidance and insight was so beneficial. And Jo
Todah Rabah everyone!
Ann – what can I say that fills how much I appreciate all that she Suzanne Freedman
did. Jo Ann worked so tremendously hard over many months to Sisterhood President
“help” me – but we all know that she really coordinated the deSuzfreedman@aol.com or 601-454-2148
tails, kept me in line, and taught me so very much. She is truly
amazing. And thank you to Hannah Orlansky and Jo Ann
Gordon for orchestrating the publicity -- we’re so proud of the
local media recognition highlighting our Temple in such a positive
way. And thank you to Emily Kamber for taking pictures during
the day at the Bazaar. Kudos to everyone!
“A successful team is a group of many hands and one mind!”

Thank you to BIC Office Staff – Rita, for working so closely with
me throughout the process to share updates via the Bazaar Blasts.
I received so many favorable comments from members about
this. The Rabbi, for sharing his comments and blessing for us to
read the day of the Bazaar, we know he missed being there, Kim,
for taking charge of so many details, including the squares,
cashiers, printing, etc., and Mr. Jimmie, Gregory & Labor Finders
for being strong support before, during and after, Gregory also
did a thorough cleaning the week before the Bazaar and it was so
needed and terrific.

Page 3

Chailights

Our next Sisterhood Book Club meeting will
be held at the Temple on Sunday, April 8 at
11:00 a.m. Our April selection is Forest Dark
by Nichole Krauss. Please plan to join us. See
the edited Booklist summary below.

A NEW TRADITION

Krauss' entrancing and mysterious novel follows the strange journeys of two secular
American Jews in Israel, who are nearly
hijacked by two fervent visionaries on missions of either
discovery or delusion.
Epstein is a man of means, power, and accomplishment, who
is baffling his staff and grown children by giving away his
carefully acquired treasures and withdrawing from his life.
Nicole, a writer unable to write and whose marriage is faltering,
often feels as though she's in two places at once, as she thinks
about the multiverse theory and her sharp childhood memories
of the monolithic Tel Aviv Hilton. Epstein is taken up by a
rabbi planning a gathering of the descendants of King David.
Nicole comes under the spell of an alleged friend of a cousin
who recounts a wild story about Kafka's secret life in Palestine,
which Krauss ties to a hilarious and poignant take on the
real-life battle in Israel over Kafka's papers. As both seekers
end up alone in the desert, Epstein in ecstasy, Nicole in
wonder-struck peril, Krauss reflects with singing emotion and
sagacity on Jewish history; war; the ancient, plundered forests
of the Middle East; and the paradoxes of being. A resounding
look at the enigmas of the self and the persistence of the past.

The first Friday of every month, everyone is
invited (Dutch Treat), and we hope you will
please join those of us who will be going out
to dinner at Jason's Deli following our Oneg.

ENHANCED ONEG

Many thanks to the following congregants who have
volunteered to host an enhanced Oneg Shabbat:
September 8, 2017

Awards: New York Times Notable Book of the Year;
Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2017; Globe and Mail Best
Book of the Year

October 20, 2017
December 22, 2017
January 26, 2018
February 23, 2018
March 9, 2018
March 23, 2018
April 27, 2018

Debra and Joel Jacobs
Tamar & Peter Sharp
Susan and Mark Fijman
Paula and Edward Erlich
Rebecca Laskin
Melanie Dobel
Paula and Edward Erlich
Danielle Wahba
Honoring Asher Katz Memory
Marla Harbor and Erik Hearon

Sisterhood provides the wine and challah. The enhanced
Oneg host only needs to bring fruit, and/or cookies or
brownies, hummus and pita chips, and/or veggies, or
cheese and crackers to add to the wine and challah. Your
name(s) will be included in the Friday night leaflet.

While visiting in Atlanta, Macy and Susan Hart stopped in to see
Bea Gotthelf. Great pictures of a great lady.
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Religious Education at Beth Israel
by Bill Morris

Parents! Less than 24 hours of Religious School remain of the 2017-2018 session!
There are only six Sundays remaining of the Spring semester. The final Sunday, May 20, is our Family Picnic morning, our time with your students is far more precious than we realize.
Religious School is so important that when our children become adults, they are fully versed in the “hows” and
“whys” of Jewish belief and practice. The challenge then, for parents and teachers, is to provide a firm foundation of
knowledge and understanding.
Religious School is devoted to Jewish history, tradition, Bible knowledge and understanding. In no other setting does
your student get total devotion of time and attention to Jewish study with others. Yes, there’s home time, and it is
essential. “Every home a temple; every family a sanctuary; every table an altar; every meal an offering...”
Finally, if parents would like to enhance their own confidence in their own knowledge of Judaism, please consider
taking time for personal study at home. There are several excellent online sites, myjewishlearning.com not the least
of them. If you prefer group study and discussion, there are new options for this, beginning with Rabbi KurtzLendner’s “Intro to Judaism,” as well as other group study choices that will be forthcoming.
Thank you for your commitment to the Beth Israel Religious School and to getting your student there, as often as
possible. There are always going to be other concerns and schedule conflicts, but please keep in mind how little
time—21 hours—remain for classroom study and discussion. Let’s make the most of it.

JIMMIE MOORE’S 35TH ANNIVERSARY
WITH BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION

TOT SHABBAT
Saturday, April 14, 2018
9:00 a.m.
Come join us as we see, feel, smell, taste, and hear all that
our wonderful Day of Rest has to offer! Tots and family are
welcome to come to this interactive, joyous, song-filled, and
touchy-feely Shabbat experience. Dress is casual, but please
wear blue to be part of one community.
We hope to see you there.

.
Susan Fijman, Temple President, Jimmie Moore, Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner
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April Birthdays
1 Max Palmer
4 Janice LeBlanc
4 Suzanne Rotwein
4 Tamar Sharp
8 Sandra Liverman
8 Bob Berman
8 Sue Jacobs
11 Hannah Copeland
12 Richard Snyder
14 Dana Larkin
14 Don Mitchell
16 Dan Wiedemann

16
17
21
22
23
24
25
27
29
29
30

Zoey Mabry
Tyler Daniel
Elizabeth Rankin
Robyn Pollack
Samuel Ginsberg
Mariel Kassoff
Donna Orkin
Mindi Helschein-Phillips
Eli Myers
Hannah Harris
Gilda Hesdorffer

April Anniversaries
12 Rachel and Chris Myers
18 Hannah and Abram Orlansky
26 Charna and Bruce Schlakman
30 Tara and David Blumenthal

Eitz chayim hi lamachazikim bah, v’tom’cheha
m’ushar—It is a tree of life to those that hold fast to it
and all of its supporters are happy.”
Located in Beth Israel Congregation's lobby, the Tree
of Life provides an opportunity to commemorate life's
occasions. Consider honoring a friend or relative’s
birthday, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, anniversary, etc. or using
this as a memorial gift. By purchasing a leaf for $100
on the Tree of Life, you will not only be helping the
Tree to grow, but you will also be supporting Beth
Israel Congregation. Each leaf has space for a
message up to 21 characters and 6 lines including
spaces.
Please email office@bethisraelms.org if you would
like to purchase a leaf and provide wording in the
body of the email. You will be billed and notified
when the leaf arrives in 7-10 business days.

BETH ISRAEL OFFICE HOURS
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday
10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.

ARTICLE
DEADLINE
FOR THE
FOLLOWING:

Wednesday
10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.

BLAST
10:00 A.M. Tuesday

Thursday
10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch
12:30-1:30 p.m.
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1st Friday of every month
FRIDAY NIGHT
LEAFLET
1:30 p.m. Wednesday
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
BITY
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND
MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD)

CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Memory of Lorrayne Gavant—-Richard Gavant
In Memory of Jill Gavant—Richard Gavant
In Memory of Vera Davis—Richard Gavant
In Memory of Vera Davis—Ethel & Richard Wayne
In Memory of Richard Brown—Miriam & Robert Smith
In Memory of Toots Kurtz—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
In Memory of Vera Davis—J & F Bullock
In Memory of Jesse Dobel—Steven Dobel
In Memory of Ray Mandel—Molly & David Mandel
In Memory of Julian & Toots Kurtz—Mary Golde & William Howell
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Mary Golde & William Howell
In Memory of Vera Davis—Mary Golde & William Howell

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
Donation—Morgan & Aaron Samuels
In Memory of A. J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Memory of Robyn J. Levy—Steven Goodman

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
CHOIR FUND
PROGRAM FUND
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Al Rosenbaum—Lauren Rosenbaum Brown
In Memory of Julian & Toots Kurtz—Betsy & Joe Samuels
In Memory of Toots Kurtz—Beth & Steve Orlansky
In Memory of Vera Davis—Linda & Stephen Leach
In Memory of Vera Davis—Bea Gavant
In Appreciation of Susan & Mark Fijman—Melanie Dobel

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
In Memory of Toots Kurtz—Dana & Jonathan Larkin
In Memory of Vera Davis—Dana & Jonathan Larkin

CHOIR FUND
In Memory of Toby & Betty Rubinsky—Steven Goodman
In Memory of Jim Goodman—Debra & Joel Jacobs

Yom HaShoah Ceremony
Wednesday, April 11, 2018
6:00 p.m. at the Holocaust Memorial
Join us for a meaningful ceremony.
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for APRIL 2018
4/1/2018-4/7/2018
Dorothy Sherman
Joe Schneider
Toby Rubinsky
Buff Hoffberg
Selma Jacobson
*Mollye Rones
Morris Binder
Roselyn Schlesinger
Gerson Solomon
David Harris
Jill Sonnabend
Joseph Kirsch
Dinah Pack
Samuel Ruvinsky
Gerda Stessmann
Biffiel Sartor
Elik Harry Balkin
Robyn Levy
Adar Allouche
Frederick Atwood
*Ben Kulman
Jennie Landau

Penia Stotland
Peter Thames
*Sam Millstein
*Carl Levy
Beatrice Snyder
4/8/2018-4/14/2018
Lena Pritikin
Abe Levy
Lillian Sawyer
Kolman Katz
David Rozman
Ann Kulman
Eugenia Berger
Jules Wiener
Walter Lipsich
Jonathan Souweine
Eugenia Berger
*Nokhim Ivshin
*J'Net Kulman
Leona Patterson
*Maxwell D. Berman
Bernard Cohen

*Emanuel Burnstein
*Helene Weill Metz
Elaine Metz
Herb Moore
Evelyn Nash
Earl Friedman
*Benjamin Freedman
4/15/2018-4/21/2018
Jane Taubman
Esther Eisenberg
Fanny Gordon
Bernice Lazarus
Irene Lebed
Steven Balkin
Irene Lebed
Phil Bloom
Clifford Abrams
Alvin Loeb
Jack Ginsburg
Anna Gordon
Michael Wolpin
*Maurice Burnstein

Paul Goodman
Daniel Webster Ready, Jr.
Milton Stiebel
4/22/2018-4/28/2018
*Mike Binder
George Segel
Maureen Clavin
Lena Katz
*Betty Rubinsky
Miriam Fratkin
Edith Hart
Eileen Hanf
Yacot Lercher
Joe Wilk
Lena Mermelstein
*Ruth Stamm Rice
Henerietta Reichek
*Jacob Mitchell
Rufus Branson
Marx Rosenzweig
Joseph Pollack

4/29/2018-5/8/2018
Lena Greenberg
Rene Amdur
Charles Marsden
Dorothea Wernicke
*William Wiener Sr.
*Gerald Crystal
Bess Tubias
Helen Weil Loeb
Deborah Danziger
Eli Abromson
Abraham Plotkin
Marvin Kirsch
Sally Friedman
Jack Davidson
Nick Karno
Louis Katz
Natalie Brown
Clara Nelson
Jack Davidson
Sydney Chain
Lillian Gerber
*Memorial Alcove

