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YOU ARE OUR PARTNERS 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 

 
 
 

One of the messages of modern Judaism we try to convey is that you own your own 
Judaism.  The richness of Jewish heritage began over three thousand years ago with 
the beauty of the stories from our biblical birthright.  And it has evolved throughout 
the ages through rabbinic, Talmudic, and into modern times.  We have survived and 

thrived throughout the tests of time and the challenges the world has presented to the Jewish People.  And 
today, this legacy belongs to all of us.  Who decides what is authentically Jewish?  The Jewish people.  A 
study of Jewish history shows that there have always been competing factions of belief and practice. The  
Talmud is filled with discussions on what is authentic Jewish practice.  And who is the final arbiter?  The 
Jewish people. 
 
You. 
 
You are our partners in defining authentic Judaism. Thriving Jewish communities today empower their 
members to decide what is relevant. This is the foundation of Reform Judaism.  It’s up to each community 
to define its own religious practices, and it’s up to each individual to study Jewish tradition and decide 
where to find meaning in our heritage to determine which traditions enhance your own spiritual lives. 
 
It is not up to anyone else to tell YOU how to be an authentic Jew.  It is up to YOU to decide that for 
yourselves and to participate actively in our community to help us, as a congregation, determine which              
rituals and traditions represent our practices at Beth Israel.   
 
Join us in that conversation.  Be active in our congregation.  Share your thoughts and ideas.  Participate in 
our programs.  We are always willing to listen, and I personally am always eager to hear from our members 
as to what enhances your own Jewish spirituality. 
 
Don’t just be a spectator in Jewish life.  Be an active participant.  Get involved and be partners with us at 
Beth Israel so that you can truly declare that your Judaism is your own! 
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From Our President 

Beth Israel Board – 2019 
 

Larry Goldstein, President 

Greg Pollack, 1st Vice President 

Stuart Rockoff, 2nd Vice President 

Mindy Humphrey, Treasurer 

Erik Hearon, Comptroller 

Abram Orlansky, Secretary 

Michelle Schipper, Past President 
 

Jerry Branson, Trustee 

Lisa Palmer, Trustee 

Randy Harris, Trustee 

Edward Erlich, Trustee 

Robert Emmich, Trustee 

Helene Johnson, Trustee 

Esther Roberts, Sisterhood President 

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please share in our joy as our daughter,  

 Maya Sophia 
 

is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 

Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 10:15 a.m. 

Beth Israel Congregation 
5315 Old Canton Road 

Jackson, Mississippi 
 

Kiddush Luncheon to follow                                                 

Suzanne and James Freedman 

 

         December has been an exciting month.  Three former rabbis visited us recently.  Rabbi Wylen  

         gave us a wonderful sermon.  Thanks to the Katz family for hosting him and sponsoring a               

         delicious oneg following the service.  And there was the annual Hanukkah dinner and candle                               

         lighting that was well attended.  As you lit your candles at home and the children were visited                         

         by  the Hanukkah man, I hope all your Hanukkah dreams came true.   

 

         We had the first rabbinical candidate, Rabbi Ellie Steinman, visit with us and give a D’vor Torah, 

have a question- and-answer session, and lead us in a lunch-and-learn the following day.  Please let us know what you 

thought about her.  

 

By now the new year has come.  As you make your New Year resolutions, I challenge you to become more involved 

in the activities of BIC.  There are many different activities you can volunteer and participate in.  On Friday nights 

you can have the honor of the candlelighting, kiddush and Torah blessings. All you have to do is call the office and                          

let Rita know to put you on the schedule. The Jewish Film Festival is just around the corner and the committee has 

picked out some wonderful films for us to view.  Please plan on attending.  

 

And finally, we have set the date for our annual bazaar:  March 27, 2019.  Start cooking and put your delicious foods 

in your freezer! 

  

As I enter the final year of my presidency, I welcome any feedback or suggestions you can give me on how to make 

things at BIC better for you and our congregation. Just drop them into the suggestion box (oh, we don’t have one)!              

Just email me or tell me at services. 

 

Larry Goldstein 

President 
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IT’S A BAZAAR THING! 
 

I’m thrilled to announce the date of our  
52nd Annual BIC Bazaar is March 27, 2019. 

 
As the process is beginning again, WE NEED YOUR 
HELP! 
 
We will be calling on each and every one of you for help 
leading up to and including the day of the Bazaar.  Please 
look at your schedule and mark that day now.  We will 
need everyone!  IF you can’t be there all day, please plan 
to be there for 2-3 hours.  This is the only way we can be 
successful.   
 
There are many little things that add up to a successful 
bazaar:  baking items for the frozen food sale, getting 
items donated for the silent auction and help with set-up 
the weekend before.  No effort is too small.  With                 
everyone on board, we can do this! 
 
We will be announcing the cooking dates soon.  PLEASE 
plan to help with at least one date.   Not only will you be 
helping with one of the main fundraising parts of the           
Bazaar, you will have fun doing it.  Each of these days is    
a chance to bond with your fellow congregants while            
helping prepare for the bazaar. 
 
We will have separate Bazaar updates going out regularly 
to keep everyone informed.  Please look for these and see 
where you can help. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support.  We can’t do this 
without you. 
 
Esther Roberts 
Sisterhood President 

 RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 

Religious School for 2019 will include special guest 

speakers and presentations, cooking, baking,                      

dancing, singing, and more! 

 

Watch for the Spring 2019 Religious School calendar                      

in your inbox. Thank you for the support of your student 

and their Jewish Education. 

 

 

TORAH STUDY 
 

“These are the things that are limitless…” begins a  

Shabbat morning prayer.  Honoring father and mother, 

dealing graciously with guests, providing for the wedding 

couple… “but the study of Torah encompasses them 

all.” 

 

Beth Israel Congregation studies Torah for one hour 

each Saturday morning, beginning at 10:15, in the                

Library.  

 

The reading and discussion of the weekly Torah portion 

is led by Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner, sometimes by a special 

guest or congregant. Around tables in seminar style, with 

coffee and nosh, we examine words of Torah for                   

context, meaning, and inspiration.  We question and    

challenge, laugh and ponder, always grateful for the            

opportunity of learning together on Shabbat.  

 

Begin 2019 with a new spiritual practice: Torah study.  

“Let the words of Torah be sweet in our mouths… that 

we may… know You, by studying Torah for its own 

sake…” –V’haarev na 

Erik Hearon can tell you more: 601-672-6860. 

 

 

 

SHABBAT 2.0 
Friday, January 11, 2019 

6:15 p.m. 

 
Shabbat 2.0 will be an evening of contemporary 
music from the Jewish liturgy. The Shirim Choir 
and the Beth Israel Ensemble will be joined by a 
small band for this uplifting Shabbat service. 

HAVDALAH 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 

5:30 p.m. 

BIC Library 
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JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

 
The committee has been hard at work screening films for Jewish Cinema Mississippi 2019.  After countless hours 
of previewing, we are proud to announce that we have finalized the following four films to feature during the   
festival scheduled for January 24 - January 29, 2019:  
 

Thursday Night 7p.m. 1/24/19: Bye Bye Germany 
Saturday Night 7p.m. 1/26/19:The Last Suit  
Sunday Matinee 2p.m. 1/27/19: G.I. Jews ** Free admittance to those with military ID 
Tuesday Night 7p.m. 1/29/19: A Quiet Heart  
. 

 
Films will all be shown at the Malco Grandview Theater in Madison.  All evening showings are at 7:00 pm with 
the Sunday matinee at 2:00 pm featuring a wonderful documentary in English.   
 
Lastly, please consider becoming a sponsor this year. Order forms are on the website at 
www.jewishcinemams.com and available in the BIC office or through Danielle.  Tickets are on sale now.                  
Reserve your tickets today.  A festival pass makes a terrific Hanukkah or Christmas gift that supports the recipi-
ent as well as our congregation.   Please like our facebook page and stay tuned for trailers, updates, and film blogs 
from our very own Selection Committee Co-Chairs: Peter Zapletal and Shira Muroff. 
 
Thank you to our 2018 sponsors:  
 
Jerry Branson       Bette Shornick 
Janice and Buddy Blumenthal   Amy and Arty Finkelberg 
Gulf States Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation  Marcia and Robbie Barron 
Dana and Jonathan Larkin    Beth and Steve Orlansky   
Lauren Rosenbaum Brown     The Fairview Inn 
Susan and Mark Fijman     Susan and Macy Hart 
Peggy and Larry Goldstein    Mindy and Clay Humphrey 
Rabbi Debra and Alexander Kassoff   Judge David Orlansky 
Mangia Bene Catering    Hannah and Abram Orlansky  
Jeanne and Steve Rozman    Michele and Ken Schipper  
Springer Law Office, PLLC     Danielle Wahba 
Mike Wahba      Jarmila and Peter Zapletal  
 
 
 
 
See you at the festival!  www.jewishcinemams.com   

http://www.jewishcinemams.com
http://www.jewishcinemams.com
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JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

Visit http://www.jewishcinemams.com/2019-films.html to view 2019 festival trailers! 
 

FILM DESCRIPTIONS: 
BYE BYE GERMANY 
German star Moritz Bleibtreu is a defiant Holocaust survivor looking to strike it rich in postwar Frankfurt, in BYE BYE 
GERMANY, a brisk, polished drama tempered with bittersweet humor. Though haunted by his family’s murder at               
Auschwitz, hustler David Bermann (Bleibtreu) is determined to eke out a living in his battle-scarred homeland. He recruits 
Jewish traveling salesmen to a shady scheme, selling overpriced linens door-to-door to guilt-ridden Germans. Meantime, he 
faces interrogation by a comely American military intelligence officer about his past as an alleged Nazi collaborator, her 
impassivity no match for the charismatic jokester. With a jaunty klezmer-style score and Yiddish-inflected dialogue, this 
fresh historical perspective is an utterly engaging salute to European Jews who chose to tough out painful memories to                 
reclaim their lives.  102 minutes 
 
THE LAST SUIT 
An aging Jewish tailor leaves his life in Argentina to embark on a journey back through time and halfway around the world, 
in the bittersweet road movie THE LAST SUIT. 
Eighty-eight-year-old Holocaust survivor Abraham Bursztein (Miguel Ángel Solá) is about to be put out to pasture by his 
children, who have sold his house in the suburbs of Buenos Aires and booked him into a retirement home. Refusing to bow 
to family pressure, he sets off on an adventure from which he doesn’t expect to return. Fueled by a sense of duty, and a 
quest for closure and fulfillment, Abraham decides that the moment has come to fulfill a promise and seek out an old friend. 
With assistance from a cast of kindly strangers, the sharply-dressed suit maker travels by train across Europe from Spain to 
Poland, in search of the man who saved him from certain death at Auschwitz. Undeterred by a series of travel mishaps,             
family foibles and geographical obstacles along the way, the hard edges of the cantankerous Abraham gradually soften. 
Writer-director Pablo Solarz imbues his heartfelt and charming tale with nostalgic sepia-tinted colors, a klezmer-infused 
score, and delicate humor. Heartfelt and charming, THE LAST SUIT exudes a poignant message of the enduring                   
importance of family, friends and honor. 
 
GI JEWS: JEWISH AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II 
A profound salute to patriotism and perseverance, GI JEWS: JEWISH AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II honors the             
hitherto overlooked half a million Jews who defended the country despite bigotry in their ranks. As America entered the 
war, no one had a greater interest than its Jewish population, which joined every military branch to defeat Hitler and save 
their European brethren. Yet, as they put their lives on the line, Jewish Americans faced anti-Semitic slurs and violence 
from fellow soldiers. From the terror of the front lines to the heartbreak of liberating concentration camps, these events    
redefined Jewish identification with American democratic ideals. Rank and file veterans, and famous ones—Mel Brooks, 
Henry Kissinger, Carl Reiner—share tales of physical, emotional and spiritual transformation. 87 minute Genre:                                      
Documentary 
 
A QUIET HEART 
Seeking refuge from the pressures as a classically trained musician, a young, secular Israeli woman confronts dangerous 
religious fanaticism, in A QUIET HEART. Ania Bukstein gives a mesmerizing, austere performance as Naomi, a pianist 
being groomed for a world-class career. Facing crushing expectations from her parents and colleagues, she escapes her                
native Tel Aviv for the anonymity and solitude of Jerusalem, to reassess her priorities. But her hesitant friendships with a 
handsome Italian monk (Giorgio Lupano), and a mute but musically gifted boy, make Naomi a target of her hardline                
ultra-Orthodox neighbors. Amid escalating isolation and threats of violence, Naomi uses music to overcome towering                 
religious barriers and hate. This thoughtful, quietly gripping snapshot of Israeli social conflict is a Best Screenplay winner 
at the Haifa International Film Festival. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR IN KIND SPONSORS! 

Present your Jewish Cinema MS tickets at any of the following for a 10% discount! 
 
 
 

 

http://www.jewishcinemams.com/2019-films.html
http://www.jewishcinemams.com/uploads/4/1/8/8/41883631/5885915_orig.jpg
http://www.jewishcinemams.com/uploads/4/1/8/8/41883631/4818229_orig.jpg
http://www.jewishcinemams.com/uploads/4/1/8/8/41883631/7816527_orig.jpg
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BABYSITTING WILL BE OFFERED  
DURING SERVICES ON THE                               

1st FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH.                            

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
   
  3   Macy and Susan Hart 
  4   Mike Lehman and Lique Coolen 
  4   Peter and Tamar Sharp 
10   Gilbert and Nafie Sollek  
17   Arty and Amy Finkelberg 
17   Gary and Shirley Eriksen 
18   Kenneth and Michele Schipper 
19   Peter and Jarmila Zapletal 
26   Robbie and Marcia Barron 

 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  
  3    Greg Pollack 
  3    Drew Harris 
  4    Joy Roffwarg 
  5    Peter Sharp 
  6    Arty Finkelberg 
  7    Eric Schipper 
  7    Sophie Sharp 
  9    Francis Springer 
11    Bernard Blumenthal 
12    Jackalyn Schwartz 
13    Shelley Crunk 
16    Michael Balfour 
16    Kimberly Schneider 
17    Caroline Metz 
19    Mikaela  Phillips 
22    Bob Lazarus 
22    Andrew  Johnson 
25    Jennifer  Rosenberg 
26   Sheryl Davidson 
27   Gabriel Freedman 
28   Dov Liverman 
28   Marla Harbor 
28   Marcy Nessel 
29   Helene Johnson 
29   Nina Humphrey 
29   Laura Ginsberg 
31   Izabella Ivshin 
31   Stuart Rockoff 
 

 
Willie Morris Library will be           
hosting a family literacy program on 
Saturdays from January 5th through 
February 9th. 
 
The program is looking for                           
volunteers to be buddy readers for 
an hour of the program.  Choose to 
come to one weekend or all; it's up 
to you. 
 

This is a great chance to support a local library and have fun with 
some great children. 
 
Who: BIC Congregants 
What: Buddy Reading 
Where: Willie Morris Library, 4912 Old Canton Road, Jackson, MS 
When:  Saturdays—January 5th—February 9th, 2019 (choose one 
or more weekends—your choice.) 12:00 p.m.—1:30 p.m.  
                                                                                          
RSVP:  davemiller.dmm@gmail.com or 662-616-9132 

mailto:davemiller.dmm@gmail.com
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL 

BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request: 

GENERAL FUND   MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND            TIKKUN OLAM FUND 

ENDOWMENT FUND  ONEG FUND   LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND           WEBSITE FUND  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND SATURDAY MORNING FUND  CHOIR FUND               CEMETERY FUND 

CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)  ART FUND   PROGRAM FUND               JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

BITY    MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD) RELIGIOUS SCHOOL               HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL FUND  
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND           

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND  

In Memory of A.J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin 

 

 

CEMETERY FUND                                                                    

In Memory of  T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin 

In Memory of Simon Sharp—Tamar & Peter Sharp 

In Memory of Ann Taylor—Betty C. Crystal 

In Memory of Lynda Parent &Bobby Quick—Lauren Rosenbaum Brown 

In Memory of Paulette Hearon—Lauren Rosenbaum Brown 

In Memory of Allan Stewart—Lauran Rosenbaum Brown 

In Memory of James M. Goodman—Steven Goodman 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of Paulette Hearon—Alison & Scott Kelly 

In Memory of Jack Freedman—Dana &  Jonathan Larkin 

In Memory of Victims at Tree of Life—Dianne W. Kersh 

In Honor of Rita Hobgood & Kimberly Graham—Steven Goodman 

In Honor of Jarmila & Peter Zapletal—Steven Goodman 

 

 

CHOIR FUND 

In Memory James M. Goodman—Steven Goodman 

SATURDAY MORNING MINYAN 

 
The Saturday Morning Minyan meets for prayer at                     

9:00 a.m. in the Library.  We use the Shabbat Morning                  

services found in the Reform siddur, Mishkan T’filah.  

It is a joyous mixture of song and the spoken word,               

mostly in Hebrew, with some English. 

 

This service allows for asking questions and                                  

individual worship style.  It is led by                           

Rabbi Kurtz-Lendner and sometimes by                                 

congregants. We conclude with the Shabbat morning 

Kiddush followed by challah and schmoozing.  

 

Please join us for a spiritual and educational time                                 

together!  Don’t hesitate to call Mandy Margolis                      

(662) 701-8358 or Jerry Branson at (601) 918-7986                            

for more details. 
 

 

CHEVRA KADISHA 
 

The Beth Israel Chevra Kadisha will begin a new 
learning series, beginning in February, on death and 
end-of-life concerns.  Topics will include How to 

Visit the Sick, How to Comfort the Mourner,                       
Millennials and Mortality, and Planning the                           
Jewish Funeral. Watch for announcements                           

for times and dates.  
 

A moving description of the work of a chevra kadisha was 
given by Professor Jacob Neusner concerning the death of his 
father-in-law, who died while on a trip to Jerusalem: “Those 

beautiful Jews,” Neusner wrote of Jerusalem’s chevra              
kadisha, “showed me more of what it means to be a Jew, of 
what Torah stands for, than all the books I ever read.” –

from myjewishlearning.com 
 

Membership in the Beth Israel Chevra Kadisha is 
open to all members. Please speak with Mindy 

Humphrey, Tamar Sharp, Petra Kay, or Bill Morris 
for more information. 

 



 P.O. Box 13249 
Jackson, MS  39236 

 

Phone: (601) 956-6215  
Fax: (601) 952-0895 
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1/6/2018-1/12/2018 
*Rosa Schwartz 
Maurice Joseph 
Joseph Sawyer 
Edward Byous 
*Morris Priebatsch 
*Moody Grishman 
Dorene Bowley 
*Frances Berman 
*Julian Wiener 
Beatrice Binder 
Shalom Kaminsky 
Shirley Goodman 
Samuel Fermon 
Lottie Brady 
Sadie Jacobs 
Florence Sandler 
Michael Giranda 
Helen Petersen 
Lester Lasky 
Milton Cherkasky 
 
1/13/2018-1/19/2019 
Leah Kantor 
*Anne Goldberg 
*Ann Plotkin 
Ada Berman Daniel 

Ida Stein 
Joen Mykoff 
Dora S. Orlansky 
Rona Libglid 
Maurice Luxenberg 
Joseph Rosen 
Joseph Tishkovsky 
Tom Underwood 
Bernard Stein 
Marshall Nirenberg 
Raymond Docter 
Sol A. Lind 
*Cecille Shornick 
Jeffrey Korelitz 
Shirley Balkin 
David Taub 
Ephram Cohen 
Heyena Gorelik 
Bernard Stein 
Fayga Millstein 
Leon Schipper 
Rose Seligman 
Ethel Emmich 
Lottie Botnick Eisman 
Francis Weaver 
Edith Sherman 
Fannie Wallick 

Benjamin Berendt 
Norman  Muskin 
*Rhea Shindell  
 
1/20/2018-1/28/2019 
Jerry Paukin 
Anita Kaminsky 
Abe Rones 
Myrtle Byous 
Florine Abrams 
Pam Mintz 
*Erna Ascher 
Natalie Gordon 
Vera Miller 
Shirley Miller 
Hattie Mitchell Dorman 
*Mae Freedman 
Nathan Ostrov 
*Alfred Sternberg 
*Thelma  Mitchell 
*Abby Hesdorffer 
 
1/29/2018-2/2/2018 
Gertrude Garshman 
*Adolph  Schwartz 
Eva Marmel 
Bruno Marcus 

Muriel Merlin 
Abram Hyman Orlansky 
Phoebe Cleve Spencer 
*Lee Gotthelf 
William Friedman 
Viola Lucus 
Edward Hulick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Memorial Alcove 


