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“The Feast of Freedom”
Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner
The Passover Seder is one of the most dramatic and fulfilling of all Jewish rituals. And
perhaps one of the most profound theological statements in terms of conceptualizing how
Jewish rituals connect us with each other, to our ancestors and to God is when is says in
the Seder, “in every generation, each individual is required to see him/herself as if s/he
him/herself actually departed Egypt personally.”
The story of Passover is about our ancestors’ departure from Egyptian slavery to the
freedom of nationhood. But let’s be clear about what that freedom meant. As soon as Israel left Egypt, we
received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. Freedom did not mean a lack of obligation. Freedom meant
that we became servants to God instead of servants to Pharaoh. Freedom meant accepting God’s Torah on
Mount Sinai as binding rather than accepting anarchy as a way of life.
When Jews see themselves as having personally experienced slavery and having also experience God’s salvation
from oppression then we also understand what obligations our freedom requires of us.
In American society the fundamental question people ask about their role is “what are my rights?” In Judaism,
however, the fundamental question we ask ourselves is “what are my obligations?” I recall some years ago while
I was a Hillel director a student approached me for counseling after having been caught cheating on a take home
examination. She told me she was going to be brought before a disciplinary board. As she spoke to me, she
downplayed the significance of her cheating and how that she and another student cheated together, and that the
other person was the primary perpetrator of the transgression.
I asked her how she felt about the offense. She said horrible. I asked her if she would do it again. She said
absolutely not. We then discussed her attitude towards the disciplinary board. I told her that in a court of law a
defendant should say as little as possible, admit no guilt, answer questions posed by the court but add nothing
more.
But I told her to try a different approach when going before the disciplinary board. I suggested to her that she
accept full responsibility, make no excuses, make no justifications or rationalizations and indicate that she is
prepared to accept whatever consequences the board administers and tell the board that she is not asking for or
expecting leniency or any special favors. Tell them, I advised her, that what she did was completely inexcusable,
she regrets it and is prepared for whatever punishment is warranted. I told her that by approaching the board in
this fashion she would reclaim her dignity and integrity and atone for her offense. I suggested that after she
would receive whatever punishment she deserved she could then move forward towards making up academically
whatever she had to do to remain in good academic standing.
Now, I know everyone wants to know the outcome. But the outcome of the story is not the point. The point is
that the approach represents accepting full responsibility for one’s actions. Frequently when problems occur and
when people make mistakes someone in charge asserts, “I accept full responsibility for my actions.” But what
does that mean? Is that person prepared to accept consequences for that “responsibility”? The student I advised
determined that she had true remorse for her actions and decided to go ahead and take that approach to the
board. She did not indicate any mitigating circumstances or ask for special favors. She told the board she was
wrong and expected any punishments due to her. She reclaimed her integrity by taking responsibility for her
actions and was prepared to accept any negative consequences the board would administer. (cont’d Page 2)

The Feast of Freedom
(cont’d from page 1)
Such is the lesson of freedom at “Passover.” As Jews we live our lives “as if” each one of us “had actually
experienced” slavery and exodus. We were in Egypt and we suffered, and we understand that life is
precarious. We do not make demands of the world, but rather thank God every day for the life and freedom we
have received and use that freedom to make the world better for others. We have the freedom to serve God and
act responsibly. We have the freedom to be good citizens, good Jews, good human beings. We have the
freedom to be responsible. By living responsible lives, taking care of others, knowing what it was like to have
been in Egypt and appreciating the graciousness of God in giving us freedom, we then do not take that freedom
for granted. Rather, we understand that that freedom gives us the opportunity to live a life of obligation to our
families, to our community, to our country and to our people.

Incidentally, the student received the minimum possible punishment the board was permitted to administer, one
of the most lenient punishments they ever delivered.
FROM OUR PRESIDENT
The problem with writing articles for Chailights is by the time it comes out to the congregation,
so much has happened. For instance, we have hired a rabbi, Joseph Rosen, who will begin with
us on July 1, 2019. We have had the annual bazaar which was (we hope) successful. March
madness is over, and I hope your team won or at least your bets were covered. We have had the
BITY Purim carnival and the Purim spiel by the Pizmon group, and last but not least my oldest
grandchildren turned 12 ( Bnai Mitzvahs next year).

Spring is in the air. Trees and plants are turning from drab, leafless brown to glorious green. And speaking of green,
we are always looking for ways to keep our synagogue solvent. We are fortunate to have been able to “live within
our means” but that doesn’t mean that it is not a constant struggle. Some fund-raising ideas have been floated
around such as a musical event and a wine tasting. If anyone has other ideas, please let us know. Also, we need help
with our Onegs. The attendance at the enhanced Onegs has been great but these are costly, and sponsors are
needed to be able to continue these. If you or a group of you would like to sponsor an oneg, please let Rita know
and she will put you on the schedule. This would be a nice way to honor or memorialize a love one or just for
the pleasure of aiding the congregation.
And, April is the time that if you made a resolution to exercise and go on that diet, now is when most people have
already begun to slack off on those vows, so buckle down and get back to it. If you are trying to diet alone,
go somewhere like Weight Watchers {that’s for you Bobby} where you can be held accountable and get a trainer
to push you to achieve your potential. We want a healthy congregation so let’s get with it!
Now, I must start writing the Chailights article for May.
Larry Goldstein
President

Don’t be vain and think the song is about you!
Welcome new members to the next
Sing-Along Oneg on April 12th. Music by Simon and Garfunkel,
Billy Joel, Carole King, Neil Diamond and others will be fun for everyone.
Dinner will be served following the Shabbat Service.
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Sisterhood

Why is this night different….?

taste the Haroseth (she thought it had too much wine—as if there is such a thing!)

What does the word “Passover” bring to mind? Of
course, the Holiday itself. But for me, it brings back so
many wonderful memories. Please indulge me as a think
back a little.

I miss those days. I miss my grandparents and greatgrandmother. It’s amazing how things that seem like
such a chore to you, can be a bit less so with the help of
three other generations. I was lucky!! I hope that my
children have memories that they look back on and think
of fondly.

Every year, in my house, the holiday would start 5-7 days
in advance. It would start with a Spring Cleaning like
never witnessed before. Not just the kitchen, although
Are you helping to build memories for your children??
that got the bulk of the cleanout. But the whole house
was cleaned from floor to ceiling. There could not be any Esther Roberts
Chametz left in the house. And after the refrigerator was Sisterhood President
cleaned out completely, and the ovens were cleaned (by
hand for years), the counters were cleaned off and all
nd
signs of the everyday year-round items were put away.
th
We taped up the cabinets so no one would bring out the
every-day dishes or pots and pans. When everything was
ready in the kitchen, we would roll in two large cabinets
from the storage room outside. In these cabinets were
the dishes, glasses, silverware, pots & pans that would be
used for Passover. Then the fun began - cooking.

Please join us for 2 Seder
Saturday, April 20 - 6 P.M.

My mother and the rest of the family would get the
kitchen ready, and then my grandparents, and my greatgrandmother would come over and we would prepare for
Passover. We chopped pecans, cleaned and chopped
liver, boiled the gefilte fish, chopped the haroseth, and
baked!!! We baked cookies and cakes enough for eight
days for a family of eight. We went through more eggs
than our non-Jewish neighbors did at Easter. Then we
would begin cooking for the Seders, time spent together
talking, laughing, learning, and loving. Loving the time
we spent together. There was no eating out for dinner.
No take out brought home. We ate three meals a day, for
eight days, together at home. Dad took lunch to the office, and the kids took lunch to school. But once we were
in high school, we would come home for lunch every day.
And I had lunch with the three generations that spent the
day at my house.

RSVP required – Esther Roberts
travelwithesther@yahoo.com or 901.230.8963
Please include selection of entree with
each reservation.
1)Chicken 2) Salmon
3)Vegetarian option upon request.
Dinner will include soup, salad, entree, potato,
vegetable, and dessert, in addition to
traditional Passover ritual foods.
$20 adults / $10 kids 12 & under

I can still hear my grandparents bickering when grandpa
tried to grab a cookie fresh out of the oven. I can still
hear my great-grandmother fussing at me as I tried to
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Deadline April 15, 2019
(no late reservations)
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52nd BIC Annual Bazaar — Another Good One!
Dear Congregants, Volunteers, and Bazaar Keepers:
How lucky I have been for 12 memorable years to chair the Beth Israel Congregational Bazaar. When I was first
asked, I thought that it would be a two year tour of excitement, but the fun just kept on coming. I find myself once
again so humbled and appreciative of over one hundred volunteers strong. Several of these individuals are not members of Beth Israel, however, believe in our mission and what we strive to achieve. If we stop to realize all of the people that helped to make this difference, we cannot help but feel the sincerest of gratitude.
The bazaar is absolutely a community event produced by a caring congregation. I have tried to add up all of the man
hours that actually go into this production, the number of emails and texts that go back and forth between chairman
and their team members, the phone calls made to vendors, businesses, and volunteers, and I am not sure there are
enough numbers to count them all.
The saying that there are to many cooks in the kitchen is just not true when it comes to the bazaar. We are thankful
for all of our cooks that prepare in the Beth Israel kitchen and their own personal kitchens at home. The question
often asked is who is going to step up to the plate this time was answered in the realities of all of the YES chairman
that not only stepped up, but helped us to get where we needed to be from start to finish.
The happiness that we often look for on a daily basis, actually takes place through the smiles, laughter, and feeling of
accomplishment from all that were a part of the 2019 Bazaar. A quote, “You cannot always have happiness, but you
can always give happiness”. How many smiles and warm hearts did you experience that came through our doors and
left happy.
Each of you are a Blessing to the Beth Israel Bazaar and the Beth Israel Bazaar is a blessing to all that participate. The
2019 Bazaar is once again a successful event in Beth Israel’s history book.
THE FIVE MOST IMPORTANT WORDS: “YOU DID A GREAT JOB.”
I could not, would not, and cannot do this without each of you. My heartfelt words, heart, and thanks for your time,
efforts, and caring spirits.
Jo Ann Gordon
A Proud 2019 Beth Israel Bazaar Chairman
MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM SEDER

Robert and Carey Emmich would like to share
the news about the birth of their granddaughter,
Norah Lane Fernald on February 25, 2019.
Norah is the daughter of James and Sarah
Emmich Fernald of Richmond, Virginia.
Page 4

The Museum of Mississippi History, the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum, and the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish
Life will host the Mississippi Freedom Seder on Tuesday, April 16, at
6 p.m. in the Craig H. Neilsen Auditorium at the Two Mississippi Museums. This will be a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the first
Freedom Seder, held in 1969, where more than 800 people gathered
in a church in Washington, DC, to commemorate the first anniversary
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s death.
Open to all, this participatory program will feature Passover rituals
and Mississippi stories tied to both of the Two Mississippi Museums.
A dinner will follow. Tickets are $30 and a link to purchase them can
be found on the Mississippi Department of Archives and History
website (mdah.ms.gov) and in the BIC blasts.
Chailights

ADULT EDUCATION
CHEVRA KADISHA
The Jewish Mourning Calendar
Jewish tradition defines several stages in the process of mourning, which correspond quite well to modern understanding
of the emotional process.
Aninut
The period from the moment of death until the burial is called aninut, and a person in this stage is called an onen.
The onen has no religious obligations except to attend to the practical necessities of arranging for the funeral.
Returning from the cemetery
Immediately on returning from the cemetery, mourners should be greeted with a "meal of consolation" prepared by their
extended family and/ or community.
Shiva
Jewish tradition offers very specific recommendations for gradual reentry into normal life. The first week after the funeral
is known as shiva (literally, "seven"). During this period, the mourners are treated with the utmost care and respect. Their
needs are met by the community, both their physical needs, such as meals, babysitting, etc., and their spiritual and
emotional needs. Shiva is a period of up to a week during which the mourners remain at home.At the close of shiva,
the tradition has friends or family accompany the mourner for a brief walk (e.g., around the block) to symbolize the start
of reentry into the world.
Shloshim
The next stage of the mourning process is known as shloshim (literally, thirty). This 30-day period is counted from the
day of the funeral (and so includes the period of shiva). Following shiva, the mourner returns to work during shloshim
but is still not completely back in the world. At the conclusion of shloshim, the formal mourning period ends, except
for those who are mourning parents. For these mourners, formal mourning, including the recitation of the Mourner's
Kaddish, lasts eleven months (see Shnat ha-evel below). Some people may wish to mark the end of shloshim with a
special minyan at which the mourner or family members speak about the deceased.
Shnat ha-evel (the first year of mourning)
Traditionally, mourners who have lost a parent say Kaddish daily for eleven months (or a full year), whereas mourning for
all other relatives ends with the shloshim. In modern practice, mourners may recite Kaddish for eleven months for other
immediate relatives as well. This is a time we are encouraged to get back into life fully, while honoring our dead on a daily
basis through the saying of Kaddish.
Unveiling
There is a traditional obligation to create some form of matzevah ("monument") to mark the site of the grave. The
"unveiling" is a formal ceremony following the placement of the matzevah.Customs differ, but the unveiling is generally
held after shloshim and usually in the month before the first yahrzeit.
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit means "time of year" and is the yearly anniversary of a loved one's death (traditionally observed on the Hebrew
calendar). We observe yahrzeit at home by lighting a yahrzeit candle (which burns for 24 hours) in memory of the
deceased. In the synagogue, we observe yahrzeit by saying the Mourner's Kaddish at services.
Adapted with permission of Kavod v’Nichum a nonprofit educational organization that promotes and assists the
formation of bereavement committees and chevrah kadisha (Jewish burial society) groups in synagogues and communities
throughout North America.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1 Max Palmer
4 Janice LeBlanc
4 Suzanne Rotwein
4 Tamar Sharp
8 Sandra Liverman
8 Bob Berman
8 Sue Jacobs
10 Sam Humphrey
11 Hannah Copeland
12 Richard Snyder
14 Don Mitchell
14 Dana Larkin
16 Zoey Mabry
17 Tyler Daniel
17 Heddy Matthias
21 Elizabeth Rankin
22 Robyn Pollack
23 Angela Sachar
24 Mariel Kassoff
25 Donna Orkin
27 Mindi Helschein-Phillips
29 Eli Myers
29 Hannah Harris
30 Gilda Hesdorffer
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
12
18
26
30

Chris and Rachel Myers
Abram and Hannah Orlansky
Bruce and Charna Schlakman
David and Tara Blumenthal

BABYSITTING WILL BE OFFERED
DURING SERVICES ON
APRIL 5, 2019 AT 6:15 P.M.
With much happiness, love and pride
we warmly announce
the call to the Torah for
Regina Pritchard Stamm Miano
as a Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, the 27th of April 2019
at 10:15 am
Beth Israel Congregation,
5315 Old Canton Road, Jackson, MS
Please join us for Oneg Shabbat
after the service
Richard and Judy A. Stamm

Rabbi Richard Birnholz will officiate
with Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner
Regina grew up in Jackson and is
celebrating her 50th Birthday.

HAVDALAH
Saturday
April 6, 13, 20, 27, 2019
5:30 p.m.
BIC Library

Volunteers needed to help
at Stewpot Pantry!
April 22 – 26, 2019
9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.
For more information, contact
Beth Orlansky at:
bethorlansky@gmail.com
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
SERVICE
WEDNESDAY
MAY 1, 2019
Yizkor Service
Friday
April 26, 2019
10:00 a.m.
(Office will be closed
for observance)

6:30 p.m. - Brief Service
7:00 p.m. - Guest Speaker
Dr. Dan Puckett
Troy University
and Past President of SJHS
Chailights

WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
BITY
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND
MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD)

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
CHOIR FUND
PROGRAM FUND
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
In Memory of A.J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin
CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Memory of Pearl Davidson—Janice & Bernard Blumenthal
In Memory of John Hart Lewis—Reba G. Lewis
In Memory of Asher Katz—Cheryl and Howard Katz
In Memory of Betty & Leo Mermelstein—Morris Mermelstein
In Memory of Lorrayne Gavant—Richard Gavant

CHEVRA KADISHA FUND
In Memory of Gerda Stessmann—Emily Kamber Malick

Fund Spotlight: Mitzvah Committee
Nihum Avelim is considered one of the classic forms of kindness in Jewish tradition. Rabbi Hama, son of
Rabbi Hanina, states in the Talmud that consoling mourners is one way for humans to fulfill the principle of “walking in God’s ways,” and the 12th-century sage Moses Maimonides writes that by comforting
mourners, a Jew can fulfill the mitzvah (or commandment) “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”
(www.myjewishlearning.com).
Our congregation fulfills this commandment with our Mitzvah Committee. Co-chaired by Melanie
Dobel and Helene Johnson, the Mitzvah Committee provides and sets up a meal for the family following the Jewish funeral service. The Mitzvah Committee is funded by the Beth Israel Sisterhood, Temple
members, and private donations. Please consider this very important fund when you are making your
next donation.
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for APRIL 2019
4/7/2019—4/13/2019
Beatrice Snyder
*Sam Millstein
Lena Pritikin
Lillian Sawyer
Abe Levy
Alice Epstein
Jack Printz
David Rozman
Ann Kulman
Walter Lipsich
Eugenia Berger
Asher Katz
Jonathan Souweine
Jules Wiener
*Leah Davis
*Nokhim Ivshin
Leona Patterson
*J'Net Kulman
*Maxwell D. Berman
*Emanuel Burnstein
Herb Moore
Bernard Cohen

4/14/2019—4/20/2019
Evelyn Nash
*Benjamin Freedman
Joe Rubin
Earl Friedman
Ann Silberman
Jane Taubman
*Fanny Gordon
*Libby Sollek
Bernice Lazarus
Esther Eisenberg
Steven Balkin
Clifford Abrams
Phil Bloom
Isaac Elfassy
Alvin Loeb
Luise Draft
Jack Ginsburg
*Maurice Burnstein

4/21/2019—4/27/2019
Daniel Webster Ready, Jr.
John D'isepo
*Mike Binder
George Segel
David Harris
Gerson Solomon
Maureen Clavin
Miriam Fratkin
*Betty Rubinsky
Eileen Hanf
Gerda Stessmann
Frederick Atwood
Adar Allouche
Yacot Lercher
Lena Mermelstein
*Ruth Stamm Rice
Henerietta Reichek
*Jacob Mitchell
*Carl Levy
Peter Thames

4/28/2019—5/4/2019
Joseph Pollack
Lena Greenberg
Kolman Katz
*William Wiener Sr.
Charles Marsden
Dorothea Wernicke
Rene Amdur
Helen Weil Loeb
*Gerald Crystal
Eli Abromson
Deborah Danziger
Abraham Plotkin
*Helene Weill Metz
Marvin Kirsch
Elaine Metz
Nick Karno
Sally Friedman
Natalie Brown
Clara Nelson
Jack Davidson

*Memorial Alcove

