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Be Happy it’s Adar!
Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner
One might hear this greeting in a
traditional community during
this season. Adar is the month
on the Jewish calendar in which
the holiday of Purim falls. The
chorus of a Purim song goes,
“Mi shenikhnas Adar marbim
be’simkhah,” which translates as “when the month of
Adar begins a person’s joy increases.”
Purim is a festive holiday celebrating the destruction
that did NOT happen. When I describe the traditional
celebration of Purim, I describe it as a “reverent
irreverence.” It is a time where traditionally Jews acted
silly in services, wearing funny costumes, chanting
services to funny tunes. Once during an orthodox
Purim service, I heard the cantor sing mi khamokha to
the tune of the opera Carmen.
The traditional approach to Judaism is to take life
seriously, enjoy life but revere it. By acting silly on
Purim we are asserting that Jews are reverent, not
because we don’t know how to be irreverent, but we
choose not to be irreverent. We make a mockery of
traditions to demonstrate that we know how to be
irreverent but during the rest of the year we choose not
to. The traditional emphasis on alcohol during Purim
was a statement that while Jewish culture never
glorified the drinking of alcohol, it was not because
Jews did not want to drink excessively but that we
chose not to. By acting irreverently one day a year, we
demonstrate our passion for reverence during the rest
of our lives.
As we celebrate the joy of Purim, join us when
mockery and irreverence is how we demonstrate our
commitment to our community. Help us celebrate
Adar with joy so that we can sing Mi shenikhnas Adar
marbim be’simkhah.

CELEBRATE PURIM
WITH PIZMON!
6:15 P.M. Wednesday,
March 20, 2019
In the Sanctuary
Pizmon is the co-ed, pluralistic Jewish acappella group
of Columbia University, Barnard College, and
The Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
Since its inception in 1987 as the first collegiate Jewish
acappella group, Pizmon has traveled to hundreds of
communities within the United States and around the
world to share our love of Jewish music and culture.
Pizmon’s repertoire consists primarily of liturgical
pieces, Israeli rock and pop, Yiddish and Ladino
music, and children’s songs.
BITY will hold a Purim Carnival for the students
from 5:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall,
then we’ll gather in the Sanctuary for music,
Megillah, and a Pizmon Purim Spiel!
Families are needed to host Pizmon members
Wednesday night. Please contact Bill Morris at:
wdmorris@bethisraelms.org
to become a host family.

From Our President
Well the Saints didn’t make it to the Super Bowl and we all know why and now that the season is
over and we wait on next year we can think about other things. Such as what is the strength of
BIC?
I have reflected and here is what I have realized. It is the people. We are a close-knit caring
community. Everyone steps up to meet the problems and challenges we face. We celebrate and
rejoice for happy events and we all mourn together when sadness occurs. Our members have
started several grass root groups that have been well received and attended.
The Bazaar is just around the corner and is an event that brings everyone together. We work like a well-oiled
machine, due to the leaders and all the volunteers that give their time. It’s one of our best community relation events
that draws many people from the outside. So everyone, go ahead and bake cakes, make matzo balls, roll cabbage,
and cook some brisket and let’s make this year’s Bazaar the best yet.
Thanks everyone for their continued support of our wonderful congregation.
Larry Goldstein
President

HAVDALAH
Saturday, March 2, 2019
5:30 p.m.
BIC Library

Beth Israel Board – 2019
Larry Goldstein, President
Greg Pollack, 1st Vice President
Stuart Rockoff, 2nd Vice President
Mindy Humphrey, Treasurer
Erik Hearon, Comptroller
Abram Orlansky, Secretary
Michelle Schipper, Past President
Jerry Branson, Trustee
Lisa Palmer, Trustee
Randy Harris, Trustee
Edward Erlich, Trustee
Robert Emmich, Trustee
Helene Johnson, Trustee
Esther Roberts, Sisterhood President
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Sisterhood

What are you having for lunch?
A simple question- one we ask each other almost daily.
Did you bring something? Are you going out?
Now- think of my first question this way: Are you having
lunch? That takes on a whole new meaning. For many
in our community this is a question that is often
answered: No.

52nd BIC BAZAAR
MARCH 27, 2019
10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Think about that for a minute. Think about the
possibility that you won’t have anything to eat for your
next meal. Maybe you just aren’t able to go to the
grocery. This is the case for many people, and we at Beth
Israel have made a commitment to help those people.
We deliver Meals on Wheels. At least we have been.
Now this commitment is in jeopardy.
We need some new people to help with this mitzvah. We
need people to deliver meals, and people to help warm up
the meals that we have. We deliver twice a month, but we
only need you to commit to one day. We currently have
5-7 people on a route and the routes are easy to get done
in under an hour. They are all in north Jackson/Belhaven/Fondren. Don’t you have an extra hour
you could commit to helping your neighbor?
Our next few dates are March 5 & 8, April 9 & 12. Can
you spare some time to help with this mitzvah? If you
can commit to one day a month, either driving or
preparing the meals, this would make all the difference to
someone in our community.
Please consider helping us to continue this vital work for
our Jackson neighbors.

For more information, or to volunteer your time, please
contact me at: travelwithesther@yahoo.com or call me
at: 901-230-8963.
Thank you for your consideration.
Esther Roberts
Sisterhood President
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BIC 52nd ANNUAL BAZAAR
BIC TAKE HOME BOOTH

BIC 52ndAnnual Bazaar/
Silent Auction
We are asking every member to donate at least 2 items
for the auction.
Items of any value are appreciated, as long as the items
are new.
Gift cards are always great!!

Please drop off items
in the Gift Shop-Sundays
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Restaurants that you frequent are usually
happy to help a loyal customer.
Ask your barber, manicurist, yard worker, pool
company, masseuse, mechanic, housekeeper, etc.
Any company you deal with should be asked.
This is a chance for them to promote their business
and help your temple at the same time.
For any questions or to get a donor receipt form,
please contact:
Esther Roberts—901-230-8963
travelwithesther@yahoo.com
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The 52nd annual BIC Bazaar is just around the corner
on Wednesday, March 27th. The Take Home Booth
has been a success because of all the time and effort
put in by our wonderful volunteers! We are using
signupgenius.com to help organize the Take Home
Booth. We would love for every congregant
to prepare at least two items.
Please follow the directions below to sign up for the
goodies you would like to make. You will not need
to register an account or keep a password.
Click on the link below to see our sign-up list.
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d48adae2ea7fc1-2019
Click on the sign-up button to the right of the
item you would like to make.
Then click the Submit and Sign-Up button at the
bottom of the page. You will be redirected
to a Sign Me Up page where you can enter
your email, phone number, number of items,
and comments.
Once you have filled out all appropriate fields,
hit sign up now and you are finished.
If you have any questions, please contact
Frankie Springer at 601-383-1209
or fmspringer5@gmail.com

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
TIME TO FIND YOUR
HIDDEN TREASURES
We are now taking all white elephant items for the
bazaar. We will be accepting books, toys, all kitchen
items, small kitchen appliances, purses, jewelry, art,
home accessories, new clothing with tags,
lamps, bikes and furniture.
Please contact Charna Schlakman at 954-629-1371
for pick up, drop off, or if you have any questions.

NO ELECTRONICS
OR COMPUTERS
Chailights

ADULT EDUCATION
Learning about your

Chevra Kadisha
Commonly-used terms:
Chevra Kadisha: “Sacred Society” Members of the Jewish community who join in caring for the deceased and their
families, from the time of serious illness, burial, and beyond. It is one of the oldest institutions in Jewish life, although
its prominence in Reform Judaism waned in the 20th Century with the advent of a professional funeral industry. The
Chevra Kadisha has been activated in congregations like Beth Israel, as its profound meaning and sacred work have
been rediscovered and practiced.
Vidui: The Jewish deathbed confessional prayer typically recited when death seems imminent. Said in Hebrew or
English by the dying person or a loved one or a rabbi, it permits people to express their deepest thoughts, regrets, or
guilt, and provides an opportunity to ask forgiveness.
Met/Metah: the male or female deceased.
Shmira: “Guarding” or “watching” This is an around-the-clock vigil with the met/metah from the time of death until burial. Shmira is intended to provide spiritual comfort to the soul of the deceased and to the family. The shomer/
shomeret recites Psalms or poems, sings, or reads spiritual selections.
Kavod ha-met/metah: “Honoring and showing respect for the dignity of the deceased.” This is the primary intention of those caring for the met/metah from the moment of death until burial.
Tachrichim: Traditional and simple white garments used to clothe the met/metah in preparation for burial.
Taharah: Preparation of the met/metah for burial. Taharah includes traditional prayer, physical and ritual washing,
dressing the met/metah in tachrichim, and laying him or her in the casket.
Nichum aveilim: “Comforting the mourners” This is a fundamental intention of the Chevra Kadisha. When burial
has been completed, the primary focus shifts from kavod ha-met/metah to comforting those who have become
mourners and have entered shiva. Our Mitzvah and Caring Committees address this concern.
Shiva: The seven-day period of mourning observed by families of the deceased. Some families choose to observe
fewer days.
Kavod v’Nichum: “Honor and comfort” An educational non-profit organization of Chevre Kadishim through
North American based in Maryland that assists and advises Jewish communities of every denomination on traditional
Jewish funeral and burial practices. David Zinner, the founder of Kavod v’Nichum, helped organize the Beth Israel
Chevra Kadisha as our Scholar-in-Residence in September 2017.
If you would like to know how the Beth Israel Chevra Kadisha can be a blessing and comfort to you and your family,
please contact Bill Morris at wdmorris@bethisraelms.org or Petra Kay at pw_kay@bellsouth.net.

To support Mississippi’s only Chevra Kadisha, please give generously by visiting www.bethisraelms.org/donate.
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 Maxwell Erlich
2
Andrew Paul
2
Jay Davidson
3
James Freedman
3
Angela Tullos
6
Bea Gotthelf
6
Richard Miller
7
George Glass
8
Elizabeth McGregor
8
Kathryn Wiener
8
Howard Katz
10 Mandy Margolis
10 Lauren Rosenbaum Brown
10 Stephen Briggs
12 Alexandra Schneider
13 Jack Copeland
15 Kay Pollack
17 Molly Mandel
17 Richard Stamm
19 Gary Eriksen
19 Christine Branson
19 Morgan Pollack
20 Myer Mack
21 Joshua Wiener
22 Michael Lehman
22 Ralph Daniel, III
23 Tovah Rubinsky
24 Melissa Mandel
24 Annie Jacobson
26 William Brannan
27 Gavin Brannan
28 Jacob Fijman
28 Abby Kurtz-Lendner
30 Michele Schipper
31 Raizy Grossman
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
2
5
11
22
25
26

Michelle & Sidney Mack
Kimberly & Gary Schneider
Lisa & Michael Palmer
Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Joyce & Art Salomon
Lynne & Roger Rosenfield
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BABYSITTING WILL BE OFFERED
DURING SERVICES ON THE
APRIL 1, 2019 AT 6:15 P.M.

What: ISJL's Spring Break Literacy Day Camp
Where: Jackson State University
Who: BIC members, community members, HS/college students
When: Monday, March 11th - Friday, March 15th.
Buddy reading: 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Volunteering (one day): anytime from 7:30 am - 3:00 pm (2hour minimum)
Volunteering/classroom assistant (week long): 7:30 am 2:30 pm (lunch included)
Why: Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh (communal responsibility)
How: Contact Dave Miller at 662-616-9132 or
davemiller.dmm@gmail.com.

MEGILLAH READING
Thursday, March 21, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Sanctuary
Please join us as we welcome
the singers of Pizmon!

FEDERATION SHABBAT
FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2019
6:15 p.m.
Chailights

WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL
BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request:
GENERAL FUND
ENDOWMENT FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)
BITY
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND

MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
ONEG FUND
SATURDAY MORNING FUND
ART FUND
MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD)

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND
CHOIR FUND
PROGRAM FUND
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
WEBSITE FUND
CEMETERY FUND
JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
In Memory of A.J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin
Donation—Amy & Arty Finkelberg

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Judy Wahba—Michael Wahba

CEMETERY FUND
In Memory of T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin
In Memory of Abby Hesdorffer—Mindy & Clay Humphrey
In Memory of M. A. Lewis, Jr.—Michelle & Sidney Mack
In Memory of Abe Rones—Gilda Hesdorffer
In Memory of Abby Hesdorffer—Gilda Hesdorffer
In Memory of Judy Feldman—Michele & Ken Schipper
In Memory of Leon Schipper—Michele & Ken Schipper
In Memory of Robyn J. Levy—Steven Goodman
Donation—Amy & Arty Finkelberg
In Memory of Evelyn Goodman—Steven Goodman

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND
Donation—Amy & Arty Finkelberg

SATURDAY MORNING FUND
In Memory of Phillip Eisenstatt—Joann Eisenstatt
In Memory of Irving Welfeld—Wendy Farley & Vincent Jordan
In Memory of Judy Carol Fink—Wendy Farley & Vincent Jordan

Capital Improvement Fund Donations
Did you notice the improved lighting in the social hall and sanctuary? We expect energy and participation
during Shabbat services to be even greater! Donations to Beth Israel’s Capital Improvement Fund make
projects like this, and many others possible.
The Capital Improvement Fund provides necessary resources for projects that go above and beyond regular
maintenance on our amazing facility.
We are grateful to donors who help make improvements like these possible. We would like to thank Ted
Orkin, our Building and Grounds co-chair for his continued support of the capital fund through both time
and donations.
If you would like to donate to the Beth Israel Capital Improvement Fund, please make checks payable to Beth
Israel Congregation and notate “Capital Improvement Fund” on the memo line of your check. You may
donate online by visiting www.bethisraelms.org/donate.
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We Remember — Yahrzeits for MARCH 2019
3/3/2019—3/9/2019
Isaac Mykoff
Giglio Giammarco
Isidore Dreyfus
Rose Fox
*Eugene Hesdorffer, Sr.
Betty Jaffee
Lester Bear
Georgia Lawson
*Shelda K. Binder
*Jeanette Oppenheim
Henrietta Luxenberg
*Moses A. Berman
H. Van Eaton Hart
Rose Greenberg Kline
Sue Hailey
3/10/2019—3/16/2019
Marvin Zivitz
Anna Foster
Caroline Lill Rosenberg
Sol Hoffman
*Evelyn Goodman
Claire Spielman
Mose Goodman
Helen Kline

Robert Buxbaum
*Bessie Hart Asher
Normarine Barron
Dorothy Lasky
Rebecca Salomon
*Florence Millstein
Pearl W. Davidson
Richard Brown
Rebecca Salomon
Joseph Rosenson
*Adolph Asher
Laura Bregman
Julius Greenberg
*Oscar Larkin
Dave Graber
*Fannie Crystal
Isabella Greenberg
Aaron Jaffee
3/17-2019—3/23/2019
Syril Portnoy
Lillian Ostrov
Alfred Rosenbaum
Marion Fleischman
Theresa Galea
Seth Morris Goldberg

*Celia Oppenheim
*Elizabeth Grishman
Richard Leavitt
Jack Jacobson
*Lorrayne Gavant
*Jill Gavant
O. G. Hailey
Samuil Gorelik
Rose Friedman
3/24/2019—3/30/2019
Jesse Dobel
Derald Rosen
*Gene Hesdorffer
Selma Friedman
Sherwin Goodman
Ida Rosen
*Alvin Binder
Herman Kreisman
Ann Gilbert
Ida Ratner
Howard Cohen
*Beverly Daniel
Ella Sollek
Ray Mandel

3/31/2019—4/6/2019
Dorothy Sherman
Joe Schneider
Buff Hoffberg
*Toby Rubinsky
Jill Sonnabend
*Mollye Rones
Roselyn Schlesinger
Selma Jacobson
Morris Binder
Joseph Kirsch
Dinah Pack
Robyn Levy
Elik Harry Balkin
Samuel Ruvinsky
Biffiel Sartor
Jennie Landau
Martha Dennis
Penia Stotland
*Ben Kulman
Rose Eisenstatt

*Memorial Alcove

