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“A Tribute to Macy” 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kurtz-Lendner 

 
    
   I was very disappointed not to have been able to attend the tribute to Macy Hart that took  
   place last month. Macy was my very first contact in Mississippi. 
 
   I first contacted Macy in the mid-1990’s when I was the director of Hillel in New Orleans. 
   Our students wanted to do a Reform centered retreat/Shabbat on and many of our students, 
   who came from southern communities, were fond of Jacobs Camp. 
 
Robin had grown up as a Jacobs camper, so when I called Macy, we had an immediate connection. Macy, of 
course, remembered Robin and her family. 
 
When I gave Macy my vision, he shared with me, “it’s a great idea, but you can’t afford it.” He gave me the cost 
of the camp and I showed him the other items in the budget. He said, “well, maybe you can find a less expensive 
alternative.”  I told him to hold the date for me anyway. 
 
Six weeks later I called him back to confirm the date. “For the price I quoted you?” Macy declared, and I said, 
“done deal.”   
 
Over the years I continued to have conversations with Macy. We spoke about his initial idea for his fellowship 
program. After I moved on from Hillel, I heard about the creation of the Institute of Southern Jewish Life.  And it 
wasn’t too long after that, I became the first full time rabbi of Mandeville, Louisiana’s Northshore Jewish              
Congregation. Macy was at the celebration of this first new congregation in the south in decades. 
 
More importantly, we needed a curriculum. We became one of the first trial partners with the ISJL in executing 
this educational endeavor. It was exactly what we needed. We were able to enhance our religious school program 
through the support offered by the ISJL. And in addition to the curriculum itself, the ISJL launched its annual 
education conference. Perhaps one of the most powerful experiences was that annual conference, not merely for 
the educational guidance, but for the sense of community throughout southern communities that transcend the 
boundaries of denominations. 
 
This has been part of the brilliance of Macy’s vision. At a time when many national Jewish organizations are 
struggling to find meaning and are challenged to make budgets, the ISJL has grown and continues to grow. The 
ISJL has repeatedly made the lists of the top innovative Jewish organizations in the country. 
 
Macy has been a true visionary in understanding how to plan for the future of American Jewish life.  At a time 
where much of the community has become less involved in Jewish life, Macy has found a way to increase            
people’s involvement—not with statements and declarations that need to find meaning, but by actually                      
developing the programs and initiatives that create meaning. 
 
For your friendship, and inspiration, Macy, I will always be grateful. 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Well,  as I predicted, we had a great Bazaar.  The turnout was fantastic.  Thank you to all the             
volunteers who took time to help prepare and work the Bazaar. 
 
I have been your president for almost a year and went to my first finance committee meeting 
recently.  I am proud to say that our congregation functions with a balanced budget (think I       
have said that before).  At the monthly Board meetings, we go over the budget and our                     
comptroller, who would be better called “funds manager,” gives the report of our funds.  I did 
not realize, as probably most of the congregation does, how these are managed and used.  I am 
planning to have the comptroller explain to us the different funds and how they are managed 
and used each year. 

 
Something I did discover is that one fund, the Capital Reserve Fund, exists for improvements and significantly           
expensive repairs.  There are several projects that will need to be addressed in the near future and there is not enough 
money in this fund to cover them.  I hope that when you make contributions to BIC that you donate to the Capital 
Reserve Fund.  If we start that now, when the time comes to make these repairs, there will be enough money to take 
care of  them.  Again, please consider this fund. 
 
Something always comes from things that are not necessarily good.  Consider all the rain we have had recently.  The 
spring always brings pollen so look at the rain as a good thing because it washes it away!  So get out and smell the 
roses. 
 
 
Larry Goldstein 
President        
 
 
 

10 years of  partnership with McLeod Elementary School 
 
 On March 4, 2019, Jackson Public School District's  
 Partners in Education Department honored Beth Israel  
 Congregation for 10 years of partnership with McLeod  
 Elementary School. JPS presented BIC with a beautiful  
 award in front of almost a hundred individuals from  
 around the community. Dana Larkin deserves a huge  
 congratulations and recognition for helping BIC reach  
 this point. She has worked with several administrations  
 to keep our relationship alive and meaningful. We are  

                                   one of only four organizations to have partnered with a 
 school within JPS consistently for 10. Next stop, 15 years. 

 
 It was a pleasure to receive the award on behalf of the congregation that evening. Over the 
 last year, we have worked to build a positive relationship with the new principal Mr. Mathis 
 Sheriff. In the fall many volunteers came out to be guest judges at the reading fair. We have 
 already begun planning for a powerful 2019-2020 school year. Mr. Sheriff is extremely 

  excited to have us as a partner. 
 

 If you would like to become more active with McLeod please reach out to Dave Miller at
 davemiller.dmm@gmail.com or 662-616-9132. 

mailto:davemiller.dmm@gmail.com
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Sisterhood 

It takes a person to raise a village… 

 
I am sure you have heard the saying, “It takes a village to 

raise a child.”  I totally agree with that saying.  My                     

children are perfect examples of this. 

 

But I want to talk to you about the opposite, or what it 

takes to raise/support a village.  In this case I mean               

Jackson and the surrounding area. 

 

In my opinion, it can take a single person.  Maybe, to be 

more realistic, several people.  But every person needs to 

see their role in the raising/support of their city.  There is 

so much that goes into supporting a city so it can reach its 

absolute best form; so much of which can be done by the 

help of just one or two people.   

 

It takes one person to cook a roast to serve 16 people 

through meals-on-wheels.  It takes two people to deliver 

the meal to 16, through meals-on-wheels.   

 

It takes one person to buy enough canned goods to feed 

20 from the food pantry.  It takes two people to hand out 

food at the food pantry. 

 

It takes one person to set the tables for dinners at the           

synagogue.  It takes four people to set-up the tables for 

dinners. 

 

It takes one person to sit with someone’s loved one who 

has passed away.  It takes six people to prepare a body for 

the funeral. 

 

So ask yourself, what can I do?  The answer is A LOT.  

While the chore might not take much of your time or  

energy, what it gives is much more than you would think.  

While it might not seem like you are contributing much, 

what it means to the recipients is much more than you 

might believe.  While it might seem like someone else will 

do it, the number of people that volunteer is much less 

than you would hope. 

 

 

I am asking each and every one to consider this your vil-

lage and think about how you can help to raise it.   

 

The support that you can give as a single individual is 

much more important than you can imagine.  And the 

rewards will be seen by everyone.  Thank you for your 

help. 

 

 

Esther Roberts 

Sisterhood President   

_____________________________________________ 

Pictures of the 52nd Annual Bazaar  



Page 4 Chailights 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Teaching our children how and why to be Jewish is a 
challenge. We live in a world of religious ideas and                    
choices, including “none of the above,” adherents of 
whom are called “nones.” As parents and adults, we have 
made the choice to be Jewish. The Beth Israel Congrega-
tion Sunday-morning Religious School and Wednesday 
late-afternoon Hebrew classes are in place to impart                   
Jewish knowledge and skills to our students to help them 
make that choice for themselves. But not everyone is 
thrilled about “Religious School.” 
 
Robert Weinberg, writing for the journal Sh’ma in 2002, 
addressed the varying criticism religious schools have 
faced over the years. He suggested that diverse                              
expectations made the mission of these schools more 
challenging: 
 
“Some parents see the religious school as a place for their 
children to associate with other Jews, while others see it 
as a vehicle for bar and bat mitzvah preparation. Still       
others expect religious school attendance to be simply a   
necessary (if unpleasant) part of being Jewish. Educators 
themselves are divided as to the primary goals. Are the 
goals to develop Jewish identity? Enjoy being Jewish? 
Motivate children to continue their Jewish education              
during high school and college? Learn Hebrew, or Torah, 
or history? With so many disparate goals, it is difficult for 
a congregational school to succeed. 
 
“At its best, religious school is only one element of a full 
program of congregational education. A congregation 
should offer all its members a variety of learning                
experiences throughout their lives, including pre‑school, 
family education, adolescent programs, retreats, and adult 
classes, in addition to religious school. These programs 
should have as their overriding goal the enculturation of 
congregants of all ages – enabling congregants to                            
encounter the richness of the Jewish tradition and to            
develop in themselves strong Jewish identities,                        
commitments, and practices. To paraphrase Hillary                
Clinton, “it takes a synagogue to educate a Jew.”                          
Enculturation should be the goal of every aspect of              
congregational life, not just the religious school.” 
 
The religious schooling our students receive on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday afternoons at Beth Israel is just 
one aspect of what we hope to achieve as a community of 
learners. But it is key to helping make that dream a reality. 
 
 

Weinberg writes that the models of successful                          
communities from around the Jewish world “stress                  
parents and children attending school together on a                    
regular basis; transforming parents into teachers;               
forming Shabbat communities filled with learning                   
and celebration; creating memorable experiences through                     
the arts and large‑scale events; combining instruction     
with after‑school day care; and offering flexible                  
scheduling arrangements through tutoring, camping, and                            
independent study.” 
 
The 2018-2019 religious school year is ending. Plans are 
being developed for the fall and spring of the coming 
year, to develop these ideas and explore new ones. We 
will continue to partner with the Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life and their team of curriculum writers to create 
a meaningful and memorable Religious School experience 
for our students.  
 
Sunday morning teachers Rachel Glazer, Kay Metz, Gino 
Giammarco, and Alec Kassoff, together with the efforts 
of Hebrew instructors Carrie Bohm and Harrison 
Bleiberg on Wednesday afternoons, have made Jewish 
knowledge and experience real in the lives of our                   
students. Their commitment to and value of Jewish             
learning kept them involved and creative. We are grateful 
for their energy and commitment.  
 
To parents and friends who make it possible for students 
to be at the synagogue for lessons, to have the             
Religious School experience:  
 
Thank you!  
 
Bill Morris 
Coordinator of 
Religious Education 

 

Congrats to Ella Rockoff                              
NFTY Southern President                             

for 2019-2020! 
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ADULT EDUCATION 

CHEVRA KADISHA— 
SITTING WITH THE DEAD 
 
The recent passing of one of our congregants gave members of Beth 
Israel the opportunity to perform an ancient Jewish ritual. “Sitting 
shomer” is to act as a guardian of the dead, performing a thankless 
task. Literally.   
 
Richard Greenberg, writing about this in the Washington (D.C.) 
Jewish Journal, shares accounts of this work that those from Beth 
Israel who have been shomrim will recognize… 
 
It's well past midnight, and the building is deathly quiet -- 
except for the murmuring of a lone sentinel softly reciting 
passages from a holy text. 
 
Others are present, but they are not among the living -- 
this being a funeral home. The sentinel is on hand to 
serve the deceased, as required by Jewish tradition that all 
but enshrines selflessness. It prohibits a corpse from            
being left alone from the time of death until burial, and 
that can sometimes take days. 
 
Those who undertake the solemn task of standing vigil 
over the dead are known as shomrim (Hebrew for                      
guardians), and their deed is considered especially lauda-
ble because it can never be reciprocated by the recipient. 
 
"It's what we do as Jews," explained veteran shomer 
Lynne Sandler, 70, a member of Conservative Agudas 
Achim Congregation in Alexandria. "When someone      
dies, you feel such an emptiness that you want to do 
something. It's quietly giving honor to the person who 
passed away, and it's very comforting." 
 
Ideally, survivors can also find solace in the efforts of 
shomrim, comforted that the community has provided an 
extra layer of emotional support by ensuring that a loved 
one is not left alone. 
 
"It's the right way for the community to reach out              
and provide for the family when [the family] needs all the  
help it can get," said David Zinner, executive director            
of the Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater 
Washington. 
 
Still, it is hardly universally known. "Some people ask for 
it, but a lot of families don't even know what it is," said 
Keith Phippin, manager of the Hines-Rinaldi Funeral 
Home in Silver Spring. 

Sometimes, though, fully nonobservant survivors opt           
for shemira after they've been informed that such a           
custom exists. "They say, 'How lovely,' " reported Joyce 
Torchinsky of Torchinsky Hebrew Funeral Home, Inc., 
in the District. 
 
Although guarding the dead serves an important            
communal purpose, it is primarily a solitary pursuit -- so 
unobtrusive it might easily go unnoticed by a casual         
visitor to a funeral home. A shomer typically spends most 
of his or her time sitting quietly while reciting Psalms.  
"It's the hidden mitzvah," said Zinner. 
 
Its practitioners are a diverse lot, and their motivation                    
for becoming guardians runs the gamut. Debbie                 
Ehrenstein, 75, a shomeret (feminine for shomer) since 
the mid-1990s, became interested in Jewish customs             
related to death and dying while co-chairing the life-cycle 
committee at Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congrega-
tion in Bethesda. 
 
"Community is so important to Jews, and supporting 
mourners is such a strong expression of community," the 
Bethesda resident explained. "We should enfold them 
somehow. I feel like I'm comforting the survivors." 
The Jewish law mandating shemira is drawn from the      
Talmud, and was later codified in the Shulchan Aruch, 
the authoritative code of law produced in the 16th centu-
ry, according to a spokesperson for the National Associa-
tion of Chevra Kadisha, a New York-based organization. 
Shemira was intended to "give respect to the remains [of 
the body] and consolation to the soul by not leaving the 
body unattended like something useless and no longer 
worthy," the NACK web site states. 
 
Shemira is similar to another mitzvah that is highly                 
esteemed because it, too, can never be repaid -- the ritual 
preparation of the deceased (a procedure known as a         
tahara) by a Jewish burial society, or chevrah kadisha. 
 

We are grateful to those who volunteer to sit shomer. It is a 
privilege to perform the “hidden mitzvah.” The Beth Israel 
Chevra Kadisha will provide comfort to the survivors and hon-
or to the deceased, if asked. Please don’t hesitate to reach out in 
your time of need. 
 
For more information, speak with Tamar Sharp, Mindy 
Humphrey, or Bill Morris.  
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BABYSITTING WILL BE OFFERED  
DURING SERVICES ON                               

MAY 3, 2019 AT 6:15 P.M.                         

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
23 Susan and Stuart Rockoff 
25 Donna and Ted Orkin 
29 Sandra and Mickey Fischer 
29 Dana and Jonathan Larkin 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
3 Bernice Silberman 
5 Kenneth Schipper 
5 Jacob Craig 
5 Beth Orlansky 
5 Steven Williams 
5 Melanie Howell 
6 Becci Jacobs 
8 Benjamin Hearon 
8 Jeanne Rozman 
10 Randy Harris 
10 Jerry Branson 
10 Allen Salvage 
11 Julie Paul 
12 Sondy Berman 
12 Buddy Fish 
13 Samuel Orlansky 
13 Hannah Guimbellot 
14 Jacob Schneider 
14 Peter Zapletal 
14 Karen Hunter 
15 Charna Schlakman 
15 Deborah Crystal 
17 Ashley Rubinsky 
19 Kira Giammarco 
19 Morgan Samuels 
19 Halina Mitchell 
20 Carol Thompson 
20 Lizzie Meister 
21 Manny Grossman 
22 Hulbert Crystal 
22 Wyatt Davidson 
23 Peggy Goldstein 
24 Richard Schwartz 
26 Robert Kay 
27 Sarah Buxbaum 
27 Allen Weiss 
27 Wendy Giammarco 
29 Lily Katz 
29 Petra Kay 
29 Bobby Jacobs 

                            FAIRVIEW INN 
                             OWNER RECEIVES 

 NATIONAL RECOGNITION 
 

Peter Sharp, owner of the Fairview Inn, has been 
awarded the 2019 Voice of Innkeeping Award by 
the Association of Independent Hospitality                
Professionals (AIHP).  AHIP represents over 
14,000 Inns and Bed and Breakfast throughout 
the United States and Canada. 

                                                 MAZEL TOV! 
   
   Donna and Ted Orkin would like to announce the 
   birth of their grandson, Weston Reese Orkin on 
   April 11, 2019.  Weston weighed in at 7 lbs. 6 oz. 
   and 19 inches long. 

 
              Weston is the first child of Julia and Jeffrey Orkin.                  

  The family lives in Nashville Tennessee. 
 
              Also welcoming Weston is Donna and Ted’s 
                         grand dog, Watson.   

 
 
 
 
            High School Grads         College Grads 
             Richard Smith          Alex Goldstein 
             Eric Schipper          Nina Humphrey 
             Abby Craig          Jacob Schipper 
             Jake Davidson                     Ashley Rubinsky 
             Gene Crunk                     Jacob Craig 
 

       Grad School 
        Jessica Rubinsky, MSW from Washington University in St. Louis 
        Joseph Metz, MA History, Mississippi State University 
        Caroline Metz, MSW—University of Alabama  
 
                                                     
Missed a graduate?  Please  contact Rita and we will list you in the next Chailights.  Thank 
you. 
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WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT BETH ISRAEL 

BY REMEMBERING AND HONORING THEIR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

Donations may be applied to the following funds, per your request: 

GENERAL FUND   MEMBERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND            TIKKUN OLAM FUND 

ENDOWMENT FUND  ONEG FUND   LIBRARY/PRAYER BOOK FUND           WEBSITE FUND  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND SATURDAY MORNING FUND  CHOIR FUND               CEMETERY FUND 

CARING FUND (SISTERHOOD)  ART FUND   PROGRAM FUND               JEWISH CINEMA MISSISSIPPI 

BITY    MITZVAH FUND (SISTERHOOD) RELIGIOUS SCHOOL               HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL FUND  
CHEVRA KADISHA FUND           

BITY 

Donation—Betsy and Joe Samuels 

 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND  

In Memory of A.J. Orkin, Sr.—Donna & Ted Orkin 

 

CEMETERY FUND                                                                    

In Memory of  T. Stanley Orkin—Donna & Ted Orkin 

In Memory of Jill Gavant—Richard  Gavant 

In Memory of Mollye Rones—Gilda Hesdorffer 

In Memory of Oscar Larkin—Dana and Jonathan Larkin 

 

CHEVRA KADISHA FUND 

In Memory of Asher Katz—Mindy and Clay Humphrey 

GENERAL FUND 

Donation—Dianne Kersh 

Donation—Anna and Daniel Smira 

In Memory of Gene Hesdorffer—Mindy and Clay Humphrey 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Donation—Erik Hearon 

Donation—Bette Shornick 

 

 

 

 

 Fund Spotlight: Tikkun Olam 
 

A principle we are expected to live by in the Torah is Tikkun Olam, repairing the world.  Through                               
volunteering in our community, donating funds for people in crisis at home and abroad, or providing                     
education on social justice and environmental issues, the members of our committee strive to fulfill the                        
mitzvah of Tikkun Olam. 
 
When you observe your next life cycle event, please consider donating to the Tikkun Olam fund.  Your                    
generous contributions ensure that Beth Israel continues and expands the practice of being a vessel of Tikkun 
Olam in Jackson and beyond.  In addition to your donations, the committee is also a great way to get               
involved in the synagogue, whether you participate in an ongoing mitzvah, one activity, or many.  If you are 
interested in becoming a part of our Tikkun Olam Committee, please contact Dave Miller at                             
davemiller.dmm@gmail.com. 

 
 
The Mi Sheibeirach list has been updated and new guidelines established.   
 
To put a name on the Mi Sheibeirach List, please call or email the office and let                                                          
them know.  The individual(s) will be put on the list and kept on the list for four (4)                                      
weeks.  At the end of the four (4) weeks, the individual(s) will be taken off the list,                                                              
unless you contact the office.    

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthshoresynagogue.org%2Ftikkun-olam-social-action%2F%23OngoingMitzvah&data=02%7C01%7Coffice%40bethisraelms.org%7C01ac84660eb5488804f508d6c2a0f19e%7C6c4dadee917c49748bbcb4077e9b2f6f%7C0%7C0%7C
mailto:davemiller.dmm@gmail.com
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