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Friends, 
 
For my first 

Chailights article, I 

wanted to share 

with you the state-

ment required by 

rabbinical students upon entering the 

placement process. It was subsequently 

sent to Beth Israel when I applied for 

this position. I hope you enjoy learning 

about my vision for the rabbinate. 

 

For me, the strength of a rabbiõs char-

acter lies in the ability to be a firm, con-

fident, and non-anxious presence who 

fosters trusting and compassionate    

relationships. My Dad, a transplant  

surgeon, taught me the importance of 

this skill. Growing up, Iõd always ask 

how he gets through his toughest cases, 

and he always answered the same, òI 

never panic.ó From there, he would go 

on to explain how his calm demeanor 

in the hospital allowed him to facilitate 

good teamwork amongst the other  

physicians and nurses.  This also       

allowed him to convey confidence to 

patients and their families. 

 

When celebrating my high school grad-

uation, my paternal grandparents came 

to town and my grandfather suffered a 

fall. He was hospitalized from internal 

bleeding and, after one month, he died. 

During that month, I saw my Dad 

come to lead the family through this 

crisis. He was an exemplar of the non-

anxious presence. I saw this same    

behavior in the rabbi who conducted 

the funeral. The connection between 

my Dadõs and the rabbiõs behavior is 

what led me to  rabbinical school. I 

cannot imagine a higher calling than 

bringing that confidence and non-

anxious presence as it was brought to 

me. 

 

The development of the non-anxious 

presence has been the centerpiece of 

many challenges on my path to the              

rabbinate. In the religious school class-

room, this presence allowed me to deal 

with the chaos brought on by rowdy 

students. In the hospital, it helped me 

to walk into a dying patientõs room with 

the focus I needed to support a family 

in need.  In my student pulpits, it em-

powered me to plunge into sticky                

personal conflicts and find constructive 

solutions. Even within the walls of 

HUC, it helped me to overcome the 

obstacles of difficult coursework. 

 

This skill was put to the test while I 

chaired the Worship Committee at 

HUC during my 4th year. At the end of 

the academic year, many students were 

concerned with the way worship ser-

vices were being run, creating tension 

with the faculty who administered 

them. In response, I began a listening 

campaign to hear student voices on 

how the program could be improved. I 

was able to foster conversations that 

did not focus on complaining, but on 

productive discussions and creative  

solutions to the issue. As a result, I was 

able to present the faculty with a plan 

that embodied the collective voice of 

the student body and prompted posi-

tive change. 

 

Becoming a rabbi also means learning 

to inspire others. Preparing for my                  

senior sermon, I read about a boy 

named Petr Ginz, who, at age 14, was 

deported from his home in Prague to 

Theresienstadt. Even amidst the hor-

rors of the Holocaust, Petr experienced 

wonder when he sketched his vision of 

the Earth as seen from the moon. How 

beautiful it was to describe this magnifi-

cent picture for the HUC congregation 

in that sermon. I will never forget the 

surge of emotion seeing mesmerized 

faces in the congregation as I told 

Petrõs story, with his sketch from                    

Theresienstadt projected behind me. 

     

The rabbinate for me is not just a     

career, but a life. I believe the rabbinate 

means looking forward to being there 

when people most need you. In my  

senior year of high school, my Dad 

missed my final cross-country meet, 

swim meet, track meet, and band con-

cert. I was pained by his absence, yet 

rabbinical school has helped me under-

stand the value of sacrificing part of 

your own life to help someone elseõs. 

Understanding this sacrifice also means 

being willing to embrace feelings of 

vulnerability. As a chaplain, Iõve learned 

how embracing vulnerability leads me 

to empathize with patients and build a 

trusting relationship to guide them in 

dark times. 

 

Now at the conclusion of rabbinical 

school, I hope I am ready to be there 

for others. I am excited to join a new 

community, and I look forward to 

building strong relationships, where I 

can teach, inspire, guide, and most of 

all, learn. 

  Rabbi Joseph Rosen 
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Well I have good news and bad news. First the bad, we have at least two more months of                        
summertime weather.  But we live in Mississippi and use to it or not, its what we must endure.  
Drink lots of water and keep your air conditioning going.  And, for the good news, Rabbi Rosen 
has been with us for about six weeks now and he has hit the road running.  I hope everyone has 
had the opportunity to meet and visit with him. If not, there are still a few parlor meetings you 
can attend or you can come to services on Friday night or Saturday morning.  You can also 
schedule a personal meeting with him.  I know once you do, you will be as impressed with him 
as we are.  
 
In other news, Rabbi Rosen and Bill Morris have been working on getting things ready for                    

religious school which will start soon.  We have some of the same teachers returning (thank you so much) and a few 
new faces will be joining in. 
   
Our programming committee has been working hard on the upcoming musical fundraiser that is scheduled for               
September 7th.  You should have received your invitation by now and if not, call the temple office.  Our children 
have returned from Jacobs Camp and I hope they have had a meaningful summer. 
 
The High Holidays will be here before you know it so get ready to celebrate the new year with us and then prepare to 
repent and atone for the past year. 
 
Finally, thanks to all the congregants who stepped up to keep everything running during our òrabbilessó time and               
especially to Rita, Kim, Bill and Jimmie who worked tirelessly to take care of business and the building. 
 
Larry Goldstein 
President        

Please celebrate with us as                        

our daughter 

Sylvia Josephine 

is called to the Torah as a                           

Bat Mitzvah 

 

Saturday, August 31, 2019                      

at 10:15 a.m. 

Beth Israel Congregation 

5315 Old Canton Road 

Jackson, Mississippi 

 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 

Debra and Alexander Kassoff 
 

RSVP via email, phone, or text:                               

rabbikassoff@gmail.com or 601-720-5801  
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HAPPENINGS IN AND AROUND THE TEMPLE 
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